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27th September, 1939- 



I mentioned to you yesterday a matter that hae 



been In my mind for some days, namely, as to whether we 
ought not to undertake a closer Investigation than has 
taken place hitherto as to the situation in the event of 
Germany over-running Holland or Belgium or both. You 
will have noticed that Oerman troops are reported to be 
concentrating east of the Rhine, which indicates at least 
a possibility of an attack on Holland. 

What disturbs me is the thought that Germany, by 
oocupying these countries, would acquire some loot of a 
very valuable kind. I suspect that at Belgian and Dutch 
ports, e.g. Antwerp, Rotterdam and Amsterdam, there are 
very large stocks of oil fuel and petrol. The Shell 
Company, for example, has a majority of Dutch Directors, 



and I should imagine that important depots would exist in 
Holland. At the outset of the last war we induced the 



Admiral of the Pleat the Rt. Hon. Lord Chatfield, 



Belgians 




Belgians to destroy the oil fuel at Antwerp, and a 
fine old "blaze it made covering the whole of the river. 
The quantity must he enormously larger now. 

Holland, I believe, has quite a nice little 
Navy on which you are probably much better informed 
than I, Anything in the way of destroyers, motor boats 
and so forth would not come amiBB. If Holland is 
attacked and goes under we ought to secure that these 
ships come across. 

Apart from ITavies, Holland has, to my knowledge, 
a considerable shipping. Dutch tonnage, for example, 
comes fourth in the order of users of the Suez Canal. I 
understand there are a large number of Dutch tankers, 
though I have no particulars. Our arrangements ought to 
be sufficiently good to ensure that these are extricated 
from Dutch ports and come over to this country. 
Similarly, at the first sign of the occupation of Holland 
(which would put the mouth of the Scheldt in the hands of 
Germany), we ought to get the Belgians to move their 
shipping out* 

Both 



f 



Both Holland and Belgium have a certain number of 
aircraft. The Dutch aircraft and aviators In particular 
are, I believe, particularly good. We ought to secure 
that If these aviators cannot defend their own country the 
remnant, at any rate, come over here. 

The Belgians have a pretty useful industry and 
must have masses of machine tools. For example, they 
have an armament Industry at Liege. I do not know much 
about the Dutch Industry apart from shipbuilding, but they 
have a flourishing aviation industry. Here again there 
must be a number of valuable machine tools. Both the 
Dutch and the Belgians must possess very large numbers of 
artisans and mechanics who would be Invaluable to our 
Industry, Just as are some of the Czechs who have taken 
refuge here. 

I will not, however, pursue the list of "loot" 
which either Germany or we ourselves might get from 
Holland, aB part of my object is to suggest that we should 
obtain more accurate information than an individual like 
myself can supply on this subject. 

■ 

It is, of course, very difficult in present 
circumstances, when neither the Belgians nor the Dutch are 

willing 



willing to diecusB such a horrid contingency as a German 
occupation of their countries, to make arrangements as to 
what Is to he done in these matters in the event of an 
attack. 

If , however, we could make up our minds as to 
what we think ought to he done it is possible, if and when 
the emergency arises, that we might secure at least a 
part of our objectives. 

In my view we should envisage the following 

aima : - 

(1) If circumstances permit, to secure that the 
most important of the Dutch and/or Belgian 
assets in the way of fleets, merchant ships 
(especially tankers), aircraft, oil fuel, 
skilled labour, machine tools, tugs and barges 
(which are always useful in war and might be 
invaluable if the submarine campaign gets bad) , 
should be brought over to this country on the 
understanding that we would hire it or buy it them 
with a view to its return after the war. 

(2) That, if time does not permit us to accomplish 
this, we should try and secure that some of the 
items of special value to the enemy, like oil 
fuel, is destroyed and does not fall into German 
hands. 

(3) If we cannot induce the Dutch or the Belgians 
to carry out the necessary destruction them- 
selves, we should have full information as to 
where such objectives are situated with a view 
to destroying them ourselves fby air. 
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Now the first thing to "be done la to obtain 

rellaole information aa to the assets of the kind I have 

may 

indicated and o thorn which I^have orerlooked. 

I wondered whether you, aa the Chairman of the 
Chief a of Staffs Committee, could arrange for thie to he 
done by, say, the Joint Intelligence Committee, who 
probably have access to a lot of Information that la not 
available to me and could throw a lot of light on the 
aubject. 

I have Dean wondering alao whether aome 
preparatory work might not be done by seeing repreaenta- 
tivea of "bodiea like the Shell Company. General Sir Qeorgs 
Maodonogh, for example, the famoue D.M.I, of the last war, 
la a high functionary, if not a Director, of the Shell Oil 
Company and might be able to adviae. In the shipping 
world alao there are many people with Dutch connections. 
In the Dusineaa world people like Lord Swlnton, 
Lord Wlgram, Lord Cromer, have cloae affiliations with 
Belgian industry and might posaioly "be hameaaed to the 
good work. 

As I have already aaid, however, the first thing 
to do is to get the information, and I wondered if you 

would 



would be willing to turn the wonderful machine that 
you control on to thlB as a start. it would he a 
fine thing if the emergency arose and you were able 
to suggest at once what ought to be done. 

Your 8 ever, 






a 



7th October, 1939. 



<*<*~ L^k M*, 

frith reference to the enquiry which the 
Prime Minister asked you to undertake at this 
morning's meeting of the IVar Cabinet, into the 

* 

question of plans for salving or destroying Belgian 
and Dutch resources, I imagine that you ...ill have 
dealings with a large number of departments and 
individuals, and that you will almost certainly 
require a reinforcement of staff. 1 have therefore 
asked Jacob to stand by for any instructions you 
may wish to give him. 



T e Ri^ht Hon. Lord Kankey. 

G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O. 



7th October, 1939. 

You will be receiving shortly, if you have not 
received it already, a copy of a memorandum by the Chief e 
of staffs Committee (W.P.39(72) ), together with a 
ConoluBlon of the War Cabinet, on the subject of certain 
measures to be taken in the event of an invasion of 
Holland and Belgium by Germany. 

I have been naked by the War Cabinet to co- 
ordinate the arrangements of the different Departments and 
am proposing to hold a meeting at the Cabinet Offices, 
Richmond Terrace, on Monday at 3 p.m. I should be much 
obliged if you eould nominate a representative of your 
Department to be present. 



The Rt. Hon. Leslie Burgin, M.p. 
Minister of Supply. 



7th October, 1939. 



You will remember that at the meeting of the War 
C&binet this morning I was asked to co-ordinate the 
arrangements of the Oorornment Departments concerned for 
putting into effect ao far as possible the measures to be 
taken In the event of an Invasion of Holland and Belgium 
by Germany, as recommended by the Chief a of Staffs 
Comnlttee In their Report W.P.(39) 72. 

I am proposing to hold a meeting of representa- 
tives of the Departments concerned on the afternoon of 
Monday, October 9th at 3 p.m. at the Cabinet Offices, 
Richmond Terraoe. I should be grateful if you could 
nominate a representative of your Department to attend. 




7th October, 1933. 

The Vfar Cabinet thla jnorning had before then a 
Report by the Chiofa of Staffs Comltteo recomnandlng 
certain measures to be taken In the event of an invasion 
of Holland and Belgium by Cleromny (n.P.(39) J?.). 

In approving the Report the War Cabinet asked rae 
to undertake the supervision and co-ordination of the 
arrangeraenta by Departments for giving effect to the 
Report. 

I an arranging a meeting at the Cabinet Offiooa 
on Monday, October 9th at 3 p.m. Although there is no 
apecific action to be taken by the Foreign Office I have 
no shadow of doubt that it would be of great value to have 
a repreaentative of the Foreign Office at the meeting. 

I should be very grateful, therefore, if you 
could arrange for someone to be present. 



The Hon. Sir Alexander Cudogan, O.C.K.a., c.B., 
Foreign Office. 




You will be receiving shortly. If you have not 
received it already, a copy of a memorandum by the Chiefs 
of Staffs Committee (W.P.39(72) ) , together with a 
Conclusion of the War Cabinet, on the subject of certain 
measures to be taken in the event of an invasion of 
Holland and Belgium by Germany. 

I have been asked by the War Cabinet to co- 
ordinate the arrangements of the different Departments and 
am proposing to hold a meeting at the Cabinet Offices, 
Richmond Terrace, on Honday at 3 p.m. I should be muoh 
obliged if you could nominate a representative of your 
Department to be present. 



The Rt. Hon. Oliver Stanley, M.C., B.P., 
Board of Trade. 



7th October. 1939. 



You will remember that at the meeting of the War 
Cabinet this morning I was asked to co-ordinate the 
arrangements of the Government Departments concerned for 
putting into effect ao far as pob Bible the measures to be 
taken In the event of an invasion of Holland and Belgium 
by Germany , as recommended by the Chiefs of Staffs 
Committee in their Report \7.1>.39(72). 

I am proposing to hold a meeting of representa- 
tives of the Departments concerned on the afternoon of 
Monday, October 9th at 3 p.m. at the Cabinet Offices, 
Richmond Terrace. I should be grateful if you could 
nominate a representative of your Department to attend. 

I have already seen Admiral Binney, who has the 
Admiralty arrangements in hand, and I think it might be 
useful if he were present as well as the Admiralty 
representative. 



Hon. Winston Churchill, ii.P. , 
Admiralty. 



HO-JT SECRET AH) UKOrffT. 



7th October, 1939. 



You will remember that at the meeting of "the War 
Cabinet this morning I was aslced to co-ordinate the 
arrangements of the Government Departments concerned for 
putting into effect as far as possible the measures to be 
taken In the event of an Invasion of Holland and Belgium 
by Germany, as recommended by the Chiefs of Staffs 
Committee in their Report W. P. 39(72). 

I am proposing to hold a meeting of representa- 
tives of the Departments concerned on the afternoon of 
Monday. October 9th at 3 Tf-vu at the Cabinet Offices, 
Richmond Terrace. I should be grateful if you eould 
nominate a rep re sen tat ire of your Department to attend. 



The Rt. Hon. 3lr Kingsley Wood, M.P., 
Air Ministry. 




You will be receiving shortly, if you have not 
received It already, a oopy of a memorandum toy the Chiefs 
of Staffs Committee (W.P.39(72)) , together with a 
Conclusion of the War Cabinet, on the subject of certain 
measures to be taken in the event of an invasion of 
Holland and Belgium by Germany. 

I have been asked by the Bar Cabinet to co- 
ordinate the arrangements of the different Departments and 
am proposing to hold a meeting at the Cabinet Offloee, 
Richmond Terrace, on Monday at 3 p.m. I should be much 
obliged if you could nominate a representative of your 
Department to be present. 



K.H. Cross, Ksci., u.P., 

Minister of Kconomlc Warfare. 



MOST SgCRET. 
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OFFICES OF THE WAR CABINET, 
RICHMOND TERRACE, 

WHITEHALL, S.W.I. 

9th October, 1939. 

Dear Hankey, 

I think you will wish to have a copy of the 
Confidential Annex to the Conclusions of Saturday's 
War Cabinet on the subject of the measures to be taken 
in the event of an invasion of Holland and Belgium by 
Germany (W.M. (39) 40th Conclusions, Minute 6). I am 
therefore enclosing a copy. 

Yours sincerely, 



The Right Hon. Lord Hankey, 

O.C.B. , G.C.M.G. , G.C.V.O. , 
H.M. "REASURY. 
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-SECRST- 





As a sequel to yesterday evening's meeting, 
I have prepared the attached schedule, which I think 
shows, in convenient form, the action to be taken 
by everybody, and the stage at which the action should 
be carried through. 

This schedule is not complete under the headings 
of "Gold and Securities" and "Machine Tools". I 
believe you are waiting to hear from the Ban"/, of 
England about the first of these, and it will then be 
necessary to consider whether it is possible to prepare, 
in peacetime, any plan for the removal of the gold 
when the tiir.e comes, posr.ibly with Dutch and Belgian 
co-operation. I have written to the Ministry of 
Supply about the second point, and asked for an 
immediate answer. 

If you approve the schedule, I might issue it 
to all concerned, following it up with a final co-ay 
when ready. It might form the basis of an eventual 
Report to the War Cabinet. 




The Rt. Hon. Lord Hankey, G.C.B., G.C.&.6., G.C.Y.O 



FOREIGN OFFICE. B.W.I* 
10th October, 1939. 



My dear Minister, 

Oolonel Jacob has been kind enough to send me 
the note of yesterday's meeting, together with your 
corrections. 

I have now prepared the enclosed draft to Olive 
at Brussels, and I should he grateful if you would 
kindly look at it. I should like to be sure that it 
accurately represents the intentions of the Coumittee, 
before it is despatched. I should be grateful if 
you could return it with any amendments you wish to 
make. 

The draft to Bland at The Hague will he on the 
same lines, with necessary variations, and is at present 



in preparation. 



7" 



The Right Honourable 

Lord Hankey, G.C.B. , O.C.M.G. ,G.C.V.O. 




If 



MOST SECRET 



11th October, 1939. 



My dear Strang, 

I am returning the draft despatch to our 
Ambassador In Brussels which seems to me to meet the 
case very well. 



important of which is a substitute for present paragraph 8 
I agreed this last night with Sir Richard Hopkins and 
Sir Frederick Phillips at the Treasury in the presence of 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. They also approved 
paragraphs 7 and 9. 

There are also other less important suggestions 
in paragraphs 26 and 29. 

When you come to draft the letter to the Hague, 
you will perhaps bear in mind that the Governor of the 
Bank of England is sending over a reliable young official 
to take soundings with his opposite number in Holland as t 
whether they will not take corresponding action. It is 
believed that the number of bearer securities in Holland 
is much larger than in Belgium, but it is unlikely that 
they would be willing to move them until the last moment. 



I have made one or two alterations, the most 



Strang, Esq., c.B.,C.M.G 
Foreign Office. 



Mr. Montagu Norman 



/9 th 



Mr. Montagu Norman Is not optimistic as to the result 
of this overture. It may result In a rebuff or 

Mr. Tripp, the Governor of the Bsnk of Holland, may 

at once approach his Government, from whom you may 

hear more. I think, therefore, that you should let 

Lord Halifax know what is afoot. 



Paragraph 8. 

If the BelRiaai Government is prepared to 
discuss the matter of gold perhaps you coul take 
the opportunity to raise with them also the question 
Of negotiable securities, e.g. foreign investments 
In the shape ofbesrer bonds and stonks, particularly 
dollar -ecurities. It is important that these 
valuable assets shoul" not fall into th* hards of 
Germany, hut we trc; given to understand that their 
number in Belgium is not very large. They are for 
the most part not held In the Central Bank, but 
are prob bly scattered anong banks and private 
ins titut :0ns, a fact which may present dif ficolties. 
Even if the Pelgian Government is unwilling to 
consider moving gold or securities out of the country 
in advance of the emergency, they should at any rate 
prepare a plan for oing so at the first possible 
moment when the German intention to invade becomes 
clear. We should be prepared to co-operate if desired 
And if in the last resort they should be caught with- 
out a plan, we hope that you will use your utmost 
endeavour to induce them to send out of the country as 
mu-?h as possible of the gold and securities that 
still remain there. 



You should also inform them that we would 
be prepared to assist them to the best of our 
ability, and, you shouH have in mind thet, in the 
last resort, we shoul 3 be bound to eet in defence 
of our vital interests in the c?se of dock and harbour 
facilities and oil supplies. In that ?vcnt the 
co-op?re ion of the Belgian authorities woul<* be of 
the utoost value. 



*ORB»«? o 'pick, 3.V/.1. 

10th Octo"b r r 1939- 

Dear Admiral BJnney, 

In aooord.moe with the oonoluaior.s reached at 
yestei^day'e neeting of Lord ][nnkry»s Cora: it tee, I have 
consulted Lord Hnlifax about the proposal that four Kaval 
Onptalna aho <ld be aent to Holland and Bel C lum in the 
guise of oouriors, on recowaiucanoe in Dutch and Belgian 
porta. 

2. Lord llnlifcx lo do >btful of tJio propriety of this 
proposal in view of the delicacy of the ijueBtion of 
military collaboration between His Majesty 1 s Government 
and the Belgian and lethorlanda Gov., iimc nts in advanoe of 
hoatilitiee. Apart from this, the despatch of those 
officers in the character of couriers mi/rht 1< nd to 
complications. He *0 .Id prefer, ther.- fore , that the 
proposal should he suspended. 

3« If i howcv- r, the Admiralty a tach gpeat importance 
to this proposal, and consider that there are strong 

military. . . . 

Vice-Admlral T.H. Binuey, C.B*, D. .0., 

ADHIRALTY. 



BBOHET. 



military reasons for pursuing it, Lord Halifax would he 
glad if ho Oould "be more fully informed of the militory 
grounds for the pro oeal and the restate which it is 
hoped to achieve, and ho would then rea-.noider the matter, 

(sgd) W. STRANG. 



P. 3. Copies of this letter have "been sent to Lord Hankey 
and General Iamay. 




F02EIGN OFFICE. B.W.I. 



11th October, 1939 



My dear Minister, 

I am most grateful for your two letters of 
October 11th, about the drafts to Brussels and 
The Hague. 

I now enclose a draft to The Hague in which 
I have taken account of the amendments you made in 
the letter to Brussels, and of the information about 
the gold and securities given in your two letters 
under reference. 





The Right Honourable 



Lord Hankey.G.O.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O. 



* 

« w 



11th October, 1959. 

MOST SECRET ft DRGBNT, 

Hy dear Strang, 

I return the r : raft letter to tfce Hague. 

I have male sug^e:; ';. Lons for ;!iafm -anents to 
paragraphs 5, 23, 24, Jl, 52 £ nd 54 (original numbering). 

I have Shown the passage rbout gold reserve and 
negotiable securities, paragraphs 10 to 12, to 
Sir Richard Hopkins who approves them. 

Yours sincersly, 



W. Strang, Sso.,C.B.,C.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 



SV.CRET | 1 



11th October, 1939. 



My dear Phillips, 

Last night I showed you and Hopkins an extract 
from the draft letter that the Foreign Office propose to 
send to our Ambassador in Brussels dealing with the 
question of gold and negotiable securities. 

They have just sent me over their draft of the 
letter to the Hague. 

Would you mind looking through paragraphs 10 to 
12i You need not hesitate to make any alterations you 
think desire ble. 



Sir Frederick Phillips, K.C.M.G.,C.B. 



0 

11th October-, 1959. 



MOST SECRET. 
URGENT . 

My dear Strang, 

Since I sent you a few minutes ago my comments 
on your draft despatch to our Ambassador In Brussels I 
have again seen the Governor of the Bank of England, 
together with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
Sir Richard Hopkins end Sir Frederick Phillips. Someone 
whom I took to be an official of the Bank was also there. 

The Governor confirmee: that he is sending an 
emissary to Holland but emphasized that his visit ig of an 
informal character. The Governor was not at all hopeful 
about getting the gold away before the emergency. He 
said that this coul<^ not be done without the fact being 
known, and he did not believe that the Dutch Government 
would alio the Bank to take action. I then stressed the 
point that if the gol' 1 could not be got away before the 
emergency, there should at least be an emergency plan so 

that 

Strang, Esq.,C.B.,C.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 



that, even if only a few hours were available, the 
gold could be moved. That at least would be a second 
best arrangement. We all urged, hov.-ever, th< t it would 
be much better if they would get the gold away before 
the emergency arises. It was clerr by the way that, 
as in the esse of Belgium, securities which are 
private property would be harder to deal with than gold 
which is Government property. 



FOREIGN OFFICE. S.W.I. 

12th October, 1939. 



SECP.ET 



I enclose a note on a conversation I had 7fith 
the Netherlands Minister this morning. The Minister 
was most secretive, but I have the impression that the 



story about our belief in the imminence of an attack 
upon Holland may perhaps be the result of some mis- 
apprehension arising out of the soundings which are 
being taken by the Bank of England with the Bank of 
Holland. 




The Right Honourable 




Lord Hankey, G.C.3., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., 



The Tetherlando inlater came to see roe ti.ia morning (aa ,ir 
■', Cadogan was unable to receive him) to say that he had Juet heard 
from a Dutchman of the Highest repute in T/mdon (whote name he wae 
not free to give me) that the latter had reoeived info mat ion from 
a person of authority in London, who would he In a position to know 
what he was talking about, that .Lis ?'s Jesty' a Government had strong 
indications that flernany would invade lolland within the next few 
days. ''he Minister daid that he was not free to tell Mi who t is 
British informant was, hut the latter' b character was such that he 
felt hound to brln/j this information to tha foreign office at nee. 
:e apologised profoundly for coming to ul with this «y»terious etory, 
ttttt for bein£ unable to disclose his source. He *** tho laat oreon 
in the world to be an alarmist, but he felt sure that if :iia .aijesty't 
9 vem-.ent had iad any such information they W uld not have failed to 
worn the Netherlands Government either through himself or through 
cir revile land, bo that neceesary oreeautions cculd be token. He 
thought 'hat the Netherlands Intelligence service was well informed 
about serrian troop movements on the Netherlands frontier, and that 
if anything out of the ordinary hud taken place, they would have heard 
about it. Tf an attack came, tne iretherlencs wo Id resist to '.he 
utnoot, and their preparations, including the inundation scheme, 
were in a state of readiness. 

2. X asked the inister if he could toll ne whether the British 
informant held an official position or not. I'he inleter did not 
give ma a direot anB-.rer to this question, but rny ingress ion is, from 
what he said, that the orson in question 1b not an official but ia 
in close contact with official quarter* # 

3. I told the vinister that, bo far as I knew,wc had no strong 
indications pointing to tha probability of a Bt n e ia attack on Holland 
within tha next few days. If tho Germane delivered an offensive In 

the/ 



n 



3/ 



thereat, there was always the chance that they night find It 



necessary to try to go through the T.ow Countries, and this was s 
possibility which wn naturally always had in mind; but T aid not 
think we had any Information to suggest that an invasion of the Low 
Countries waB imminent. 

4. The Minister said that what had passed between the Lutchman 
in nueutlon and hia SogliSB informant vas not c ncerned with the 
pjssibility of an attack at some time or other, but pointed 
definitely to an attack within the next few days. 

5. "r. --obb has since nade enquiries from 3.1.-. who say that 
the Dutch Intelligence count on being able to give us 4B hours 
warning of a German attaokj that there are no indi cations that 
such an attack la imminent; that there are no eigne of German 
reconnaissances (without which the Germane would not launch a major 
military operation}, and that the Germans are occupied in defensive 
works on the Dutoh frontier. 

6. I am informing the -inister tost I have made enquiries, 

and that wo have no information to confirm the ouggeetion that an 
attack is imminent. 




12th October, 1939. 



SI 



My dear Strrng, 

Many thanks for your letter of even -'ate about 
your conversation rith the Netherlands Minister this 
morning. I do not think somehow that the Minister*; 
impressions can have resulted from my conversations with 
the Governor, though the description of the perron r?lth 
whom he had talked **oul rather fit. The point is, 
however, that on every occasion I have been at pains to 
say that the emergency we were iscussing Is one for which 
one coul- not foresee the date. It might be six months 
hence, or it Tiight be In a week's time/. In feet I have 
repeatedly declared my personal opinion that an attack on 
Holland is much less likely then one on Belgium o-vlng to 
the fact that it would be an advantage to Germany for the 
same reasons as in the last war to keep Holland neutral. 
Nevertheless for the reasons you give in your letter. It 
wuf obvious that precautions which would take long to work 
out ought, as a matter of prevision, to be put in hand. 
However, one n^ver can tell how people will re-act. 

Yours sincerely, 

W. Strong, ?sq.,C.B.,C.M.G., 
Foreign Office. 



immediate . 



18th Octo sr, 1939. 



Although our mm** to .tart staff conversations 
with the Belgian Government on purely military matters have 
not eo far been successful, there la a cognate question 
wfa eh It Is important that we should, if oosoible. dieouss 
with them at the earliest op^rtunity. namely, the possibility 
or denying to the enemy, or obtaining for our own use, 
eertain military and economic resoureee in rielgiisa in the 
event of Belgium being invaded and subsequently overrun by 



8. m take it as sxiomatle that Belgium would resist 
invasion by oermany and call for our assistance, and we 
aaeume that if the country were overrun the Belgian 
Government would, as in the last war, remove themselvss, and 
eontlnue the struggle in compsny with their allies* That 
bslng bo, it would be to the interest of the Belgian 
Government no lee* than of ourselves that they should leave 




Jionouraole 
iir R. Clive, G.C.M.G. 



behind them aa little aa possible In the way of mlliteiy 
and economic resources whloh would be of ralue to Germany 
in the conduct of the war* 

a. It la clear that If eueh reaoureee are to be either 
removed or destroyed, thle cannot be effectively improvise* 
at the laat moment, and the Ideal course would be for the 
two Governments to concert In advance ouch arrangementa 
UB »ight be necessary to aecure this end, 

4. It 1b on the poaaiblllty of making an approach 
to the Belgian Government in thie aenee that we wiah to 
conault you and to receive from yea at the earliest 
possible date an ezpreaalon of your vlewe. 

6. e are aware that the Belgian Government are 
anxious to avoid doing anything that might come to the 
eara of the German Government, and be regarded by them aa 
a hostile act. i?e reallee, therefore, that it la unlikely 
that the Belgian Government would agree to the joint 
preparation of plana for dcstruetion. it might, however, 
be poaoible for you discreetly to draw their attention to 
the problem presented by the danger of these asasts falling 
into tfcrman hands in the event of a German attack. you 

COUld tV:C 



could suggest that the Belgian Government night consider. If 
they had not already (tone so, the poealblllty of themselves 
preparing plana to destroy such assets, or to remove at 
notice such of them aa might be transportable to plaeea of 
greater safety in the united Kingdom or Prance. You might 
that uia Majesty 'a government would welcome aueh action on 
the part of the Belgian Government, and would for their part 
gladly give all the aaslatanoe in their power to facilitate 
the removal, and, where removal la impossible, the destructions 

of &UQh ft B&OXfts 

6. ere should be glad to know what you think of this 
suggestion. In order that you may be in a position to judge 
of the character of the problem, I send you the following 
dotal la of some of the thief items which we hare in mind. 



7. we believe that the Belgian Government have already 
removed part of their gold reserve to a place of safety, but 
a substantial proportion still remains. The evacuation of 
this bullion would be a considerable problem if it had to be 
undertaken in a hurry when transport facilities were 
dlaorganiaed. do you think you could suggest to the Belgian 
Oove;<maent the deelrabillty, aa a measure of precaution, of 
getting this gold away in good time? 

8. If ••• 



If the Belgian Government are prepared to dleeuM 
the matter of gold, perhape you could take the opportunity 
to raise with them alao the question of negotiable securities, 
a.g. foreign investments in the shape of bearer bonds and 
stocks, perticularly dollar securities. it la Important ' 
that these valuable assets should not foil into the hande of 
Germany, but we sre given to understand that their number in 
Belgium is not very large. They sre for the most part not 
held in the Central Bank, but are probably scattered among 
banks and private institutions, a fact which may present 
difficulties. sven if the Belgian Government are unwilling 
to consider moving gold or securities out of the country in 
advance of the emergency, they should at any rate prepare 
a plan for doing so at the first possible moment when the 
German intention to invade becomes clear. v/e shouldbfce 
prepared to oo-operate If desired. And If in the lsst 
resort they ahould be caught without a plan, we hope that you 
will uss your utmost endeavour to Induce them to send out of 
the oountry as much sa posolble of the gold and securities 
that still remain there. 

9. we are in touch with the Treasury and Bank of England 
on the whole question, but we shouldbe glad to receive your 



itoak£ 



• »• 
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Stocks of tow HflBflflfr 

10. The most Important of these Is oil. other 
Important commodities are oopper, tin, sine, cobalt, nleksl. 
uranium, Iron and steel and ferro alloys, manganese, 

nuftybdenum, wolfram, chrome, antimony, industrial diamonds, 
flax (including flax seeds). 

11. :;e understand that action is already in hand to 
more stocks of oopper and cobalt from Belgium, at the 
initiative of the Belgian manager of the Union Miniere. The 
Ministry of Keonomie Warfare are also proponing to make a 
discreet approach to certain other British firms having 
commercial interests in Belgium, and to invite them to take 
what action they oan to reduce stocks of raw materials in 
Belgium. 

12. It is desirable that stocks should be reduced to s 
minimum since, exoept in the ease of oil, little can be done 
at the last minute in the way of destruction. stocks of oil 
could, however, be destroyed or run off, and it is most 
important that all possible steps should bo taken to prevent 
them falling into the hands of the enemy. do you think that 
ths Belgian Government have this in mind, and that they have 
plans for the destruction of their oil stocks in the event 

of tteeir taring to retreat before the enemy? Do you think 

that 



< ) 



to 

that an approach oould bs made to the Belgian Government urging 
that they should prepare the necessary plana for deetruetion, 
If they have not already done aot 

IS. If no such approach proves to be poaaible In present 
eircuraetaneeB, it la Important that you should, in the event 
of an invasion of Belgium, take steps to secure that the 
Belgian Government destroy or otherwise dlspoee of their 
stocks of oil to prevent their falling into German hands, and 
you should bear thia in mind. 

14. I would add for your own Information that if the 
Belgians should fail to deetroy their own stocks of oil, we 
should have to take auoh steps as were open to us to destroy 
them in our own interests, and alternative plane for this are 
bslng prepared. 



1*. The moat important item from this point of view is 
shipping, including oil tsnkera, cargo ehipa, salvage veeaels, 
tugs, dredge**, and river barges. 

16. we believe that the Belgisns are felly dive to the 
need of removing what they can of their mobile shipping whsn 
the time cornea, and it is of the greateet importance that 
going ships, sspeeially tankers, should be safely removed 
from Belgian ports to ports in the Unite* Kingdom or France 

at 
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IT. It it doubtful whether anything can be done la the 
way of salvage or demolition of tugs, barges or dredgers 
without tho active eo-operstion of the Belgian Government; 
but we eonalder that their removal or destruction, 
preferably the former would be a matter of Importance. 

18. do you think that these are matters whioh could be 
usefully raised with the Belgian Government now? If nothing 
can be eald to them now. It would, of course, be essential. 
In the event of Invasion, that you should at once press en 
them the vital necessity of taking action to remove to a 
safe place the vessels referred to above, and you should 
bear thle in mind. 



19. The most iisportsnt item here Is the Belglsn hesvy 
locomotives. ffs think, however, that tho question of the 
removal or destruction of rolling stock Is s matter which 
could more conveniently be dealt with by the trench, and we 
are discussing the question with the French military 




SO. The Belgian Government will no doubt be alive to the 
importance of removing or destroying mechanical transport so 

as ... 
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aa to prevent it falling Into the banda of the enemy. Yen 
may think It poaalble to draw their attention to thie now, 
but in any event the point ahould be atrongly lmpreaaed upon 
them in the event of invaaion. Your Military Attach* la 
being instructed accordingly . 
Machine Toole. 

81, we are coneldering an approach to Belgian induatriel 
intereata with a view to the preparation of a plan for the 
removal or destruction of particular machine toolr, in the 
event of emergency. ohould an emergenoy arise you should 
urge the Belgian Government to take atepe to aecure their 
destruction. 

£2. The Air ministry are inatrueting your Air Attache, 
in the event of invasion, to impreaa on the Belgian air 
authorltiea the importance of preventing aerodrome facilitiea 
f rom falling into the hands of the enemy. 
Aircraft and aircraft personnel. 

23. The Air Ministry will alao arrange through your Air 
Attache for Belgian oivil aricraft and aircraft pereonnel to 
be flown out in the event of invasion. 

Military Aire reft. 

24. The Air Ministry are making arrangements, through 

your Air Attaaha; for the routing and reception of military 

aircraft ••• 
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aircraft which might leaTe Balglum In the event of inveslon. 
pock and uarbour facilities . 

26. There remalna the important and Tory delicate ques- 
tion of the denial to the enemy of dock and harbour facili- 
ties. 30 loiw< : aa the Belgian forces, with their alliee, wew 
holding up the enemy, it would probably be deferable that 
auch fecilitiea should be *ept open for the uee of the former. 
If, however, the Belgians and the Allies were driven back the 
moment would come when it would be essential that the 
neeeBB%ry demolltiona should be undertaken bo that the use 
of the»e dock and harbour facilities should be denied to the | 

enemy. j 

26. Do you think that the Belgian Goveriment have any 
plan for carrying out auch demolltiona and do you think that 
this is a matter on which any approach could be made to then 
now? 

27. For your own information, the following are the 
chief operations whioh we ehould oon B lder essential c 

(I) The blocking of oatend and Zeebrugge and the 
carrying out of local demolitions. 

(II) The destruction of dock and port facilities at 
Ghent and Bruges. 

(III) The destruction of port faellitieB at Antwerp. 

26. I would add, also for your own Information, that if 

the Belgian Government failed to carry out suoh demolition*, 

we ... 
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we should be bound to talc* such stops os wsre open to us 
to carry then out oure elves, and the necessary plans hare 
been prepared, bee Klrkpetrlok'e secret letter to you 
of Beptember B8th, 1939. 

29. You will ssa that in some of the above easeslt may 
be possible for us to take action now, or to lay plana In 
advance without the necessity of consultation with the 
Belgian Government, but in certain other cases the co-opera- 
tion of the Belgian aoTernraent Is essential if the best 
results are to be ensured. 

SO. The point on which we want your advice as soon as 
possible Is whether you think any approach can be made to the 
Belgian Government at ell at present, andlf so in what form, 
and In respect of what subjects* uubject to the following 
sentence, you should not make any approach to the Belgian 
Government pending further instructions. .vhether or not 
any approach een be made now, it is essential, however, that 
if any sudden emergenoy arises and Belgium Is Invaded, you 
should approach the Bslglan Government lamed! ately without 
waiting for instruction*, snd urge them to take every seep 
in their power to deny to the enemy all the various facilities 
and resources referred to above. The removal of the gold 

reserve • • • 



re.erre and negotiable eeeurltiee. and the deetruetion of 
oil eup^llee are of eapeelal i«portanee. You ahould alao 
inform them that we would be prepared to aaalat them to the 
beet of our ability, and you ehouU.ihave in mind that, in 
the laat reaort, we should be bound to aet in defence of our 
rital intereata in the eaBe of dock and harbour facllitiea 
and oil aup.liea. m that event the co-operation of the 
Belgian authorltiea would be of the utmoat value. Your 
Service Attach^ will receive more detailed information than 
can be given in thle letter and more preoiae inatructiona 
aa to the results we deal re to aeoure. 

(Signed) A» Cadogan. 



0 




12th October 19W. 



IMMEDIATE . 
SECRET . 

(0 16287/G) 

as you will eee from the enclosed copies of 
correspondence with Ismay of the Conmittee of Imperial 
Defence, the question of stsff talks with ths Dutch has 



-""^ 2# TBa problem of ataff talks with the Belgians has 

also been carefully considered during the lsst few weeks, 

**** and Olire has had some secret conversations with Bpaak. 

I snclose two telegrams from him which show how the matter 
Stands. As we expected, the Belgian Government refused to 
take part in any kind of official ataff conventions, 
though we still have aoae hope that part at any rate of 
our object may be achieved, either through the intermediary 
of ths Military Attach* or by using some other less 



8, We sssume that a request from us for the opening 




of/ 



Sir N. Bland, K.C.Y.O., O.M.O., 
etc., etc., etc. 



of official staff convereations with the Netherlands 
OoTerannt would not be favourably reoeived. On the other 
hand, It nay be that there la a chance that aomethi 
be done dlaoreetly through the Service Attaches or 
other unobtrusive channel. We are In aome doubt aa to 
beat line of approach and we should be grateful to have 
your views, 

4, Apart from the question of military converBatione 
properly so-called, there le a aognate question which It 
Is Important that we should, If poesible, dlaouae with 
the Netherlands authoritlea at the earliest opportunity, 
namely the poaaiblllty of denying to the enemy, or obtaining 
for our own uae, oertain military and economic resources 
in Holland in the event of Holland being invaded and 
subsequently overrun by Germany. 

6. Wo assume that the Netherlands would resist 

invasion by Germany. We should alao suppose (though on 

this point we should be glad of your vlewa) that if the 

country were overrun the Netherlands Government would 
>ve themselves and continue the struggle from outside 



in company wit the Allies. If that were so It would be 
to the interest of the Netherlands Government , no less 
tn»w nf ourselves, that they should leave behind them aa 
little as possible in the way of military and economic 



resources which would be of value to Germany In the conduct 
ef the war. 

0. It Is clear that if ouch resources are to he either 
removed or destroyed, thla cannot be effectively improvised 
at the last moment, and the ideal course would be for the two 
Governments to concert in advance such arrangements as might 
be necessary to secure this end. 

7. It le on the possibility of making an approach to 
the Netherlands Government in this sense that we wish to 
consult you and to receive from you at the earliest possible 

date an expression of your views, 

3. v.'e are aware that the Netherlands Government are 
anxious to avoid doing anything that might come to the ears 
of the German Government, and he regarded by them as a hostile 
sot. we realise, therefore, that it Is unlikely that the 
Netherlands Government would agree to the Joint preparation 

of plans for destruction. It might, however, be possible for 
you disoreetly to draw their attention to the problem 
presented by the danger of these assets fslling into German 
hands in the event of s German attack. You could suggest 
that the Netherlands Government might consider, if they had 
not slresdy done so, the possibility of themselves preparing 
plans to destroy such assets, or to remove at short notice 



such of than aa might be transportable to pi 
safety la the United Kingdom and France. You might add that 
Hie MaJoBty'e Government would welcome each action on the 
part of the Hetherlande Government, and would for their part 
gladly give all the aaaletanoe in their power to facilitate 
the removal, and, where removal ia lmpooeible, the | 
destruction of such aosete. 

9. We Bhould be glad to know what you think of this 
euggeotiDn. In order that you may be in a position to judge 
of the chara _oter of the problem, I aend you the following 
details of some of the chief itemB which we have In mind. 
Qold Keaerve and negotiable eecurltlea . 

10. we believe the Hetherlande Qovernment have already 
removed part of their geld reserve to a place of safct. , but 
a BUbatantlal proportion still remains. The evacuation of 
thia bullion would be a considerable problem if it had to be 
undertaken in a hurry when transport facilities were dis- 
organised. Do you think you could suggest to the Meth rlonds 
Oovernment the desirability, ae a measure of precaution, of 
getting thle gold away in good time? 

11. If the Netherlands Oovernment are prepared to 
dlaouaa the .natter of gold, perhapa you sould take the 
opportunity to raise with them also the question of negotiable 



securities, e.g. foreign investments la the shape of bearer 
bonds and stocks, particularly dollar securities. It Is 
important that these valuable aaaeta, of whleh the Dutch 
are believed to have large holdings, should not fall into 
the hands of Germany. They are, for the most part, not 
held in the Ocntrul Bank, but are probably acattered among 
banks and private institutions, a fact which may present 
difficult lea. svcn If the Netherlands Government are un- 
willing to consider moving gold or securities out of the 
country in advance of the emergency, they ahould at any rate 
prepare a plan for doing ao at the first possible moment 
when the German Intention to Invade becomes clear, we should 
be prepared to co-operate If desired. And If In the last 
resort they should be caught witinut a plan, we hope that 
you will use your utmost endeavour to Induce them to send 
out of the country as much as poasibl. of ths gold and 
securities that still remain there. 

12. we are In touch with the Treasury and Bank of 
Kagiand on the whole question, but wo should be glad to 
receive your views. For your own Information, the Governor 
of the Bank of Engl a nd is sending over an official on an 
informal visit to take soundings with his opposite number 
in Holland aa to whether the Dutch will not take the 
necessary action. He is not optimistic ss to the reault of 



this/ 



this overture. It may result in a rebuff, or the Governor of 
the Bank of Holland may at once approach hla i m, 

in which ease we might hear something from then* The Governor 
is not at all hopeful about getting the gold away before an 
rgency. This could not be done without the fact being 
l > «* ho not believe that the Netherlands Government 
would allow the Bank to take action. The point has been 
stressed to hi* that if the gold cannot be got away before an 
emergency, there should at least be an emergency plan, so that 
even If only a few hours were available the gold could be 
mowed. This at least would be the seoond-bcat arrangement, 
but the beat thing would be to get the gold away before an 
emergency arises. The securities, which are private property, 
would, of course, be harder to deal with than the osld, which 
ia Government property; and the Governor a soma to think It 
unlikely that the Netherlands Government would be willing to 
move them until the laat 



18. The moat important of theae la oil. other important 
are copper, tin, sine cobalt, nickel. Iron and ateel 
nlloye, manganese, molybdenum, wolfram, chrome, 
• industrial diamonds, and flax (including flax aeeis). 
14. 3o far as oil is concerned, of which very large 
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stock* *re hold in Holland, the suthorlties here will 
do what thoz can, through various trade channels, to 
secure * decrease in the stocks held by the Royal Dutch 
Petroleum company, by reducing future shipments* It is 
unlikely that the Dutch will agree to reduce stocks by 
sending oil out of the country. 

16. 80 far as other commodities ore concerned, the 
Ministry of Kconomic arfare arc proposing to make a 
discreet approach to certain British flims having commercial 
interests In Holland, and to invito them to talc* what action 
they can to reduce stocks of row mater ials held in the 
Netherlands. 

16. It is desirable that stocks should bo reduced to a 

minimum since, exoept in the caBe of oil, little can be 
done at the laat minute in the way of destruction. Stocks 

of oil could, however, be destroyed or run off, and it is 

most important that all possible step* should be taken to 

prevent them fall in/; into tho hand* of the enemy. Do you 
think that the Netherlands Government hove thi* in mind, and 

that they have plane for the destruction of their oil 

stocks In the event of their having to retreat before the 

enemy? Do you thine that an approach could be made to the 

Netherlands Government urging that they should prepare the 

piano for destruction. If they have not already 

BO? 

17./ 



3 



17. If no wen approach proves to °« possible in 
present circumstanceo. it ie Important that you should, in 
the event of an invasion of Holland, take step, to secure 
that the Netherlands oovernment doatroy or otherwise diapoae 
of their etocks of oil to prevent their falling into Oeman 
hands, and you should bear thie in mind. 

19. i would add for your own information that if the I 
Dutch should fail to destroy their own stocks of oil. we 
Bhould have to take such steps as wore open to us to destroy 
them in our own interests, and alternative plans for this ore 
being prepared* 



19. T he most important item from this .joint of view 
is shipping, including oil bankers, cargo ehipa, salvage 
veasela, tugs, dredgers, and river bargee. 

SO. We believe that the Dutch are fully olive to the 
need ot removing what they can of their mobile shipping when 
the time comes, and the Board of Trade have already been 
approached by a representative of a Dutoh ahipouner who 
asked whether 30 ships could be placed in British parts. 
The Board of Trade will do anything that Is possible, through 
the British Oil Companies, to reduce the number of tanker, 
lying in Dutch ports, and to examine other Possible methods 



I 



of ensuring that tankers would not fall into the handa of 
the enemy. It is, of course, of the greatest importance 
that sea- oing ships, especially tankers, should he sefsly 
removed from Dutoh portB to ports in the United Kingdom or 
Prance at an early stage of an emergency. But obviously 
little can to done except in collaboration with the Nether- 
lands Government. 

21. It is also doubtful whether anything can be done 
in the way or salvage or demolition of tugs, barges or 
dredgers without the active co-operation of the Dutch 
Government; but we consider that their removal or destruction, 
preferably the former, would be a matter of importance. 

22. Do you think that these are matters which could 
bo usefully raised with the Netherlands Government now? If 
mthing can be said to them now, it would, of course, be 
essential in the event of invasion that you should at once 
press on them the vital necessity of taking action to remove 
to a «Sfe place the vesoels referred to sbove, nnd you Bhould 
bear this in mind. 




23. The Netherlands Government will no doubt be alive 
to the importance of removing or destroying railway roaling 
ato<:k and mechanical transport so as to prevent it falling 

into/ 



into the hand, of tho enemy. You may think it possible to 
oraw their attention to thi. no., but in any -vent the point 

. . . irn __ than in the event of 

should he strongly impressed upon tn«u fc 

l»T..fc>n. Your Mllt.ry MM* 1. being l»tr»ot.4 
accordingly* 



24. We are conaidering an approach to Dutch indue trial 
interests with a view to the preparation of a plan for the 
removal or destruction of particular machine tools in the 
event of emergency. Should an emergency arise, you should 
urge the Netherlands Government to take step, to secure 
their destruction. 



85. The Air Ministry are instructing your Air Attache, 

- i ■■■■■■ tmm to imorcBSpn the Netherlands air 
In the event of invaa ion, to 

authorities the importance of preventing aerodrome facili- 
ties from falling Into the hands of the enemy. 



•nni 



personnel 



^stry will also arrange *> 
Air Attache for Dutch civil aircraft and aire 
to he flown out in tho event of invasion. 
wurahlne a nd Military Aircraft. 

27. The Admiralty and Air Ministry are 
ments, through the Service Attaches, for the routing and 

reception/ 
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rac option of warshlpa ana military aircraft which might 
leave Holland in the event of invasion. 



28. It ia important that the submarines either 
oorapleted or under conatruction in Holland ehould be ealved 
or destroyed. Your Havel Attache ia being instructed, in 
the event of invasion, to impress upon the Dutch Naval 
authorities the importance of denying to the enemy the 
possession of th ae submarines and the use of such naval 
doakyard facilities aa exist. 



There ©mains the important and very delicate 
question of the denial to the enemy of dock and harbour 
facilities. 30 long aa the Dutch forces with their allies 
were ho Id in ; up the enemy, it would probably be desirable 
that such facilities should bs kept open for the use ef the 
former. If. however, the Dutoh and the Allies were driven 
back the moment would come when it would be essential that 

the neGeBBarV d«nolitlon» ahnnlri Vin im^m>tok»n an thut +n» 

uas of these dock and harbour facilitiea should be denied to 
the enemy. 

20. Do you think the Netherlands Government have any 
plan for carrying out auoh demolitions or that they will be 
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willing that ™> should co-operete with 
out? Do you think that these ere matters on which any 
approach could be made to them now? 

31. For your own information, the chief operation which 
we have in mind ia the destruction of port facilities at 

liden, Rotterdam, riook of Holland and Flushing, 
»litlon of naval doclcyard facilities. We also 
think it desirable that coast defences, if any such exist, 
nhould be demolished. 

32. I would sdd, also for your own information, that 
if the Netherlands Government failed to carry out aueh 
demolitions, we should be bound to Lake such steps as were 
open to us to carry them out ourselves, und the necessary 
plans are being prepared. 



33. you will see that In some of the above cases it may 
be possible for us to take action now, or to lay plans in 
advance without the necessity of consultation with the Nether- 
lands Government, but in certain other cbgob the co-operation 
of the Netherlands Gove meat is essential If the best results 

are to be secured. 

34. The point on which we want your advice as soon as 
possible is whether you think any approach can be made to 
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(C 14610/15/18) 

bear Ismay, 

In view of the reports whloh are current about the 
likelihood of a German attack through Holland, we should 
be lntereeted to learn what Importance the Chiefs of Staff 
attaoh to conoerting defensive measure* in advance with 
the Netherlands military authorities, If that were 
possible. 

2, If In the opinion of the Chiefs of Stuff Buoh 
prior oonsultation should be regarded as a matter of 
great importance to us, we would consider the possibility 
of approaching the Netherlands Government, even though 
there seems little prospect of receiving a favourable 
reply. The Chiefs of 3taff may, however, hold that as 
we could not help the Dutch anyhow there is no use in 
trying to concert neasures with them. 

Yours 

(Sd) 0.0. SAR&KMT. 



Major-General H.L. Ismay, C.B. , >.8.0. 
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PORSION OFFICE, S.W.I. 

29th September, 1939. 
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0FPICE3 OP THE WAR OAKUM, 

RICHMOND TiilRRACB, S.W.I. 
30th September, 1939. 

Dear Sargent, 

I am sending you an interim reply to your letter of 
89th September on the suspect of Staff Conversations with 
the Dutoh. 

The matter was discussed by the Chiefs of Staff at 
their meeting this morning. Their opinion is that prior 
oonsultation with the Dutoh should be regarded as a matter 
of great importance to us. 

It is true that there oould be no question of sending 
troops into Holland, but if we knew the Dutch planB for 
demolitions and inundations and their lines of retirement, 
we should be In a far better position to oo-operate with 
them In the air. And there 1b a further point. We 
are at present examining the various resources in the 
Low Countries which It would be deeirable, in the event 
of a Oerman invaBlon, either to deny to the enemy by 
destruction or to salve for the use of the Allies. 
Clearly any plans in this sphere would be far more effective 
if they could be worked out in olose collaboration v/ith 
the Dutoh. We should not be in a position to atart the 
aotual conversations until thie enquiry had been completed, 
say next week. But if you think that there la any hope of 
inducing the Motherlands Government to oonoert defenee plant 
with ua, the sooner an approach is made to them the better* 

Yours ever, 

(Id) 11. L. I8MAY 

Sir 0. Sargent, k.O.h.o. , C.B. 
Foreign Off lee. 

■ 
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Prom: BELGIUM . 



Decypher. 



No. 131. 



Sir R. Clive (Brussels) 

29th September, 1939. 

D. 1.44 p.m. 29th September, 1939. 

R. 3.30 p.m. 29th September, 1939. 



IMMEDIATE . 
SECRET . 

My telegram No. 130. 

The Minister for Foreign Affaire handed me this morning 
an aide-memoire in reply to the aide-memoire enclosed in 
my despatch 697. 

2. After expressing thanks for the renewed assurances 
and referring to the proposal for staff contacts, the aide- 
memoire continues as follows:- 

The preoccupations of HiB Majesty's Government have been 
examined with the fullest attention by the Belgian Government 
and the Belgian military authorities. 

The Belgian Government is of the opinion that, in the 
present circumstances, thero is little foundation for the 
hypothesis that Germany will launch an attack through Belgium. 

The Belgian Government can, on the other hand, affirm 

that all the requisite military measures have been decided 

upon, and are being carried out to enable Belgium to offer a 

strong resistance to any attempt to violate the country by 

land or by air. 

These measures are such that, should the guarantor 
powerB be called upon to assist Belgium with their forces, they 

2 ,f a 8 ? + wi i h e ut , fear of theBe forces bein S subjected to a 
surprise attack by land. 

The Belgian Government consider in consequence that the 
opening of Staff Conversations is not called for, such 
conversations not being in harmony with the situation set out 
auove. 



SPECIAL DISTRIBUTION AND WAR CABIKET . 

Decypher. Sir R. Clive (Brussels). 

29th September, 1939. 

D. 4.00 p.m. 29th September, 1939. 

R. 7.05 p.m. 29th September, 1939. 

No. 132. 

I MEDIATE . 
SECRET 

My inmefliately preceding telegram. 
1. After I hod read aide-memoire, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs drew my special attention to two points. (1) That both 
Governments and Military Authorities had most carefully studied 
the question. (2) In the event of an appeal being made for 
allied Bupport this could be given without danger of surprise 
on land (as opposed in the air, where Minister for Foreign 
Affairs admitted that Belgium waB lamentably weak). 

2. He then said the Military Attaches in Berlin had been 
summoned yesterday and told that Germany intended fully to 
respect the neutrality of Belgium and Holland but that she had 
reason to fear Allied attack through these countries. 

3. I took this opportunity to read to him in translation 
Section 4 of penultimate paragraph of Paris telegram No. 705 
3aving of September 26th. 

4. Minister for Foreign Affaire said that he was fully alive 
to the potentialities of a German attack, as morally Germany had 
nothing to lose; but he shared the belief of the Military that 
Belgium defences were so strong - much stronger than in Poland, 

in the opinion^ the Military that danger was not immediate. 

5. I asked If the Bel^an Staff had prepared any plan to 
outline the scope of Allied assistance that they hoped to receive. 
He said that he had himself asked the same question and a plan 
was being prepared. 

6./ 
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6. Ee said that anti-tank defences were now being 
erected along the whole line from Antwerp to the Meuse, 
regardless of cost. I referred him to what he had said to me 
on September 20th (as recorded in last sentence of paragraph 3 
of my telegram No. 105) and enquired, as a personal suggestion, 
whether facilities would he given l>y the Military Attache 
discreetly to study this line of defences and to ascertain the 
contemplated disposition of Belgian forces. He replied that 
speaking as a civilian, he would at once say yes; hut he would 
£group omitted ? ask J? Minister of National Defence and let me 
know. 

7. He summed up the Belgian attitude as follows:- the 
political danger - i.e. danger of Germany getting wind of Staff 
Conversations at a moment when, he was inclined to believe, she 
genuinely feared that Belgi\)m might allow the Allies right of 
passage - was greater than the Military danger, in view of the 
strength of Belgian defences. 

3. I would add Spaak is ready to take a more realistic view 
than the more timid Catholic and Liberal Members of the 
Government. 



y mam mm. m*u 

17th ctober, 1989 

0 16698/& 



Dear Admiral Binney, 

AS arranged at our convera tion n day or two ago 
about the quant Ion of despatching naval officers to .Jolgiuir. 
and iolland on recomiaiaeanceo of Delgian and Dutch ports, 
we telegraphed to . Anbaosador at "!ruosels nnu :i. ". 
' inioter at The Hague aaiclng Tor their views. 
8. e have now had a telegram fror. . ir R. Cllve at 

ruesels, in which he says tliathe aeea no objection and 
tliat he io quite prepai-ed t call the officer in queatlon 
hiB couain and put him up if that would help. The officer 
could ro on to Antwerp the next day, and the .mbaeoauor 
eould no doubt arrange with the C nBul-Ocneral there to 
have him put up in order to avoid him going to an hotel. 
If that in considered undesirable. 

3. ::o/ 

vlce-.-.dr.iral T.H. Mimey, CD., D.3.O., 
Imperial Defence college. 



3. ? :o reply has ynt been received from The :aguc, 
but I will let you know ao aoon as we bear from I ir 

ovile Aland. 

4. \s regards the fficer for -slgium, we think that 

the slnoleet course would be for .<iia to carry a new passport 
issued to him in his own nane, but without me-.it ion of his 
naval rank. He would be described ao "of independent 
.cans" or by some other general term to indicate hie 
profession. Ho would also, of course, be supplied with 
tho nocoBSMry courier's passport. 

6. If this procedure is approved by the di.lralty, I 
would suggest that you should get into touch with .Tebb, 
who is cadogan's private secretary, ond arrange with him 
for the necessnry docunen'e to be Issued. 



I 
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secret 

Dear Admiral Binney, 

In continuation of my letter of to-day, I write to say 
that wc have now heard from ir N. Bland at The Hague. 

2. Ifl far aa msterdan and otterdam are concerned, he 
thinks that provided no mention of active service rank la 
made on the paaeporta of the -ffieors concerned, violta 
could arguably be arranged without arousing suspicion. 
Flushing is a long way from The "iague, and the Vice-consul 
there is a :;etherlnnda subject. It would therefore not be 
advisable ror the courier to stay in the port of flushing, 
but a brief visit there could be arranged in company with 
the ::avnl ttache, the courier then returning to Kngland 
from that port. 

3. In view of t ,is, we should see no objection to your 

pence.. 'ding/ 

Vice- "d! Ural T.H. liinney, C.B., 



proceeding with the echone fop sending tiiree naval officers 
to Holland for the purpose you have in mind. o would ask, 
however, t at they should he Bent at intervale of about a week. 
4. If the dmiralty agree to this procediire, would you 
arrange about their passports with Jebb? 



W. ST! ANQ 



/ 
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wo-^rgantBM-ln t he f o llowing Beu t loim which apply 



be*b h to Bolglum and Holland*— 



THF. PRESENT oTAQE - REDUCTION OP ST0CK3 B FORE AN 

ATTACK PTOMfiS IMMT^Tt 

In thiB phasa the object Is to reduce stocks 
in Belgium and Holland of euch things as gold, oil 
fuel, raw materials and the number of ships in port. 
Our Ambassador in Belgium has advised that we cannot 
hope for much co-operation by the Belgian Government 




•KihU^H 

^itA^tfi uJ^y^j in reducing stocks owing to their general attitude. 
«i tkfaMtk aW*l J In tne ^tter of gold he is making private 

l>UnA*y tAM^U I en4Ulri e 8 with a Mr. Janseens who moved the gold from 

Bruesels to London in 191^. 
^^^^^ I have not yet seen a reply from our 

A dd4L lJ<Mt£>-<* mA Minister in Holland on this aspect. 

In the meantime we are working through leas 
official channels. 

For example, in the matter of gold,, the 
Governor of the Bank of England has sent a private 
emissary to take soundings with the Governor of the 
Bank of Holland, and we are oxpecting Mb return at 
any time. 

In the case of non-ferreous metals , the 
Ministry of Economic Warfare have arranged with the 
Union Miniere, of which Lord Stonehaven is Vioe- 
Chalrman, to reduce their stocks. 

In the ease of tankers , the Shipping 
Department of the Board of Trade (now being 
transferred to the Ministry of Shipping) have arranged 
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with Sir Andrew Agnew to do all he can to secure that 
there shall be as few tankers as possible In Holland, 
and to arrange to get them away In an emergency. 
PLAN FOR SMSRQENCy - AT ,gg ffl m pffiglfflT Sl/Wj. 

As a second line of defence, so to speak, 
we are trying to induce the Belgians and Dutch, even 
If they are not willing to make actual physical 
preparations by reducing stocks at the present time, 
at least to prepare plans so that in the event of a 
sudden invasion of their territory, property of value 
to the enemy shall be removed. 

These arrangements are being made through a 
number of channels, e.g. through the British Ambassador 
at Brussels and the Minister at the Hague and their 
respective Btaffs bo far as may be practicable, and, 
in addition, through private channels. 

For example, in the case of gold , the 
Ambassador at Brussels, as already mentioned, is 
making private enquiries with Mr. JanseenB. 

The Governor of the Bank was requested to 

a6k hit emissary to BuggeBt to the Governor of the 

Bank of Holland thut preparations should be made now, 

Note ; It is very important that piano should be 
made for a sudden emergency in this matter. 
Probably, for example, the safes of treuBure 
vaults have two keys, both of which have 
to be used simultaneously. Unless the 
presence of the custodians of both the keys 
is available the vaults will never ba opened. 
The transport of the gold also requires to 
be thought out. In the case of Belgium it 
would perhaps best be sent by train to 
France; in the Base of Holland by sea. 

His Majesty's representatives in Brussels 

and the Hague respectively, with the assistance of 

their Service Attaches, are to try and Induce the 

Belgian and Dutch Governments to make other plane, e.g. 

for preventing stocks of oil, dock and harbour 

facilities, naval and ship building facilities 
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particularly submarines under construction, 
from falling Into German hands; 
to remove or destroy rolling Btock, and 
particularly locomotives, and as much mechanical 
transport as possible; 

to remove or destroy shipping resources; 

to remove all aircraft, civil and military, 

and trained personnel to France or England before 

it la too late, and to destroy all aerodrome 

facilities; 

to remove to allied countries, or to den troy, 
certain machine tools, lists of which have 
been forwarded to His Majesty's representatives 
by the Foreign Office; 

to include Fower Stations in their general 

demolition plans. 

So far ab shipping is concerned, the Board 
of Trade report that the Dutch shipowners are fully 
alive to the importance of getting their ships away 
from Holland in time. One Dutch owner has actually 
made enquiries. 
Ill PLAK.. BY THE aSHYICS DcIPAKTi<HIKT3 . 

It may well prove impossible to induce the 
Belgian and Dutch authorities to make any plane of 
their own, or to communicate them to us. Consequently 
plans have been drawn up by the Service Departments 
which can be put into operation at short notice to 
secure our own vital interests, e.g. British destroyers 
will be sent to Ymulden, Flushing, Hook of Holland 
and Antwerp to carry out local demolitions of harbour 
and dock facilities and coast defences. A Captain-in- 
Charge has been detailed for each port, working 
together under a Vice-Admiral. The personnel has 
been selected and training is in progress. 



ye- 

Preparations will be complete by Friday, the 20th 
October. 

In addition, the War Office have secured 
all information and prepared a plan for the destruction 
of the main oil stocks in Holland and Belgium for 
execution if occasion offers. The parties required, 
if available, will go with the Naval parties mentioned 
above | details of the plan are in the possession of 
the Military Attaches. 

In addition to the above, the Admiralty have 
prepared a plan for blocking Ostend and Zeebrugge and 
for local demolitions. The plan has been prepared 
and the Naval Attache in Belgium 1b being informed 
of the details. Arrangements have been made with the 
Air Ministry for co-operation in the form of air 
protection. 

His Majesty's representatives in Belgium 
and Holland have been Informed of this plan and have 
been instructed, if the emergency should ariBe, to 
secure the co-operation of the Governments concerned. 

Arrangements have been made with the French 
Military Authorities to undertake the demolition of 
the docks at Bruges and Ghent in the case of a German 
invasion of Belgium. 

The Admiralty have prepared a plan for 
disconnecting all oables from Holland andBe]glun if and 
when the emergency arises. 

All the above arrangements have been 
concerted with the French through the Military 
representatives to the Supreme War Council. 
ACTION IN KMRRGBNOY. 

Should the invasion of Belgium, or Holland, 
or both, take place by Germany, the following action 




actiil^, will 
ope#a^ 

^(^ A decision by the War Cabinet to put the 
whole Boheme in operation. 

( 2 ) ^ecision^by the War Cabinet* to authorise^ 

<£l thB Admigal^ta^afc^^ a otloa t " 

Jc^lt Belgium la Invaded to despatch tfle block 
ships to Oatend and Zeebrugge. 

(b) As to whether the Genlor Naval Officers 
at Zeebrugge and Ostend respectively are to 
have a free hand to decide the moment at which 
the porta are to be blockedijpr alternatively 
a:: to whether they must ptd&Zkt: a separate./ 
^t^oPl^a^ion^from the Admiralty thy HfaJk 

(c) in the latter event, as to whether the 
Admiralty can act on their own authority, or 

should have a decision from the 7/ar Cabinet. 

(3) In the case of an Invasion of Holland, a 
decision by the War Cabinet as to whether the 
destroyers are to be despatched. 
(U) If the War Office are prepared to implement 
their plan for the destruction of the main oil 
stocks In Holland and Belgium, a decision by the 
War Cabinet as to whether the Army detachments 
are to be sent. 

(5) If t h e- ab o ve are uaiiLlluned by l l i e-wur* 

v *gJ*gram-"tp b e sent b^ the PoTOgB Office -to 
—"" ~~ ■ — -j His Majesty's Ambassador in Brussels and/or 

WU UiM*lb I the ( British Minister at the Hague L. UjLW' 

.eidn at the appropriate moment ' 



wr r-v is\lsv — — — - / ujio ,ai 1 1.1 an i 
^Ut&^ f^|f Vdi^idn at tlie sVprop, 



J between this country and Belgium and/or Holland 
/ respectively. 
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SECRET 

IMPERIAL DEFENCE COLLEGE, 
9, Buckingham Gate, 
S.W.I. 
19th October, 1Q39- 



Dear Jacob, 

Will you please let Lore? Hankey kno v that the 
First Lord and the Foreign Office have now agreed to let 
my Captains go over to Holland and Belgium. The only 
stipulation being that the three to Holland should go at 
intervals of rbout ?. week. They are to travel with 
courier passports but without Naval rank. 

The first t^o, one to visit Antwerp and one 
Rotterdam, are leaving as soon as their passports and 
passages can be arranged. 

I think this is satisfactory. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) T.H. Binney. 



Lieut. -Colonel E.I.C. Jacob, R.E., 
Committee of Imperial Defence, 
Richmond Terrace, 
Whitehall, 

S.W.I. 



BELGIAN BARgRH . '/ ? 

This question was discuss .a in confidence with Mr. Privett 
of the General Jtoan Navigation Oocrpony, and the following 
Information hoe been elicited: - 

(1) BelgSaa barges ore generally of 100-500 tons dead- 
weight. A few are seli'-propollod but rjould not go to Bea. 
Their speed 13 vers' slow. 7\i*l ^ac-c^KAc/C 

{?) There arc several of then. A good many of them will 
ho found at any one time ^Antwerp and other porto in Belgium. 
At the present time nest of these ports will be empty owing 
to lad: of trade. There will also bo a Very considerable 
number scattered on the canals and rivers inland. It 13 not 
poGsible to estimate how many. 

(3) There arc a few locks on the canals, -toe barges are 
towed by horse, or more frequently by man power, except a 
comparatively few self-propelled ones. 

(h) To tow the barges from an Inland town like Liege to 
Antwerp .'ould take three to five days; off the main canals it 
would be still slower. 

(5) Organised plans to bring inland barges to the coast 
would be difficult to make. The barges arc mostly in private 
hands, but it was thought that there would be bum or three 
chartering Agents who might, if necessary bo able to make 
rapid plans In an emergency with oraero. Lir. Privet t promised 
to find out, without risk of disclosure, who those firms are. 

(6) An rogards getting the barges away, if they could 
be got down to Antwerp or other ports Mr, Privett said that 
ships could tow_up to six bargop at a time, the barges being 
lashed together" In pairs. He thought that aoeft ships would 
have tow ropes, or could use their cargo runners for towage. 
Their crane wires eould be used to lash the barges together, 
serious risks would be taken but he thought that was the 
utmost that ships could undertake. This might unable a 
considerable number of barges in an emergency to be brought 



away from Antwerp and other porta in Boljjium. 

(7) As regards the possibility of purchasinc bar cos 
now, he thought little could be done but he undertook to moke 
enquiries from corrcneroial sources without risk of disclosure. 



20th October, 1939. 



/ 
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MOST SECRET. 



?0 

20th October, 1939. 



My .Tear Jacob, 

I enclose my first di*aft of a note to the Cabinet 
on the Belgian/Dutch question. Unfortunately I do not 
seen to have copies of the letters from the Ambassador at 
Brussels and the Minister at The Hague, so I may have over- 
looked something. 

I should be very much obliged if you would vet the 
note, which will cover the latest edition of your Progress 
Report. 

Youru sincerely. 



Lieut. -Colonel E.I.C. Jacob, R.B., 
Offices of tha War Cabinet. 



71 

On Saturday, October 7th, (War Cabinet 40(59) 
Conclusion 6) , I was asked by the War Cabinet to eo-ordinete tho 
preparations and action of Government Departments In giving 
effect to the recommendations of the Chiefs of Staff Committee 
for the eventuality of a German Invasion of Belgium and/or 
Holland (W.P.(39) 90). 

2. A Progress Report la attached herewith which shows the 
action already token with a view to reducing some of the useful 
assets which Germany would be likely to acquire by an occupation 
of either of these countries, as well as the further action 
which would be teken so far as circumstances permit if the 
emergency should arise. 

3. After taking stock of the si tuition in a preliminary 
way I arranged with the Foreign Office to communicate with His 
Majestyts Ambassador at Brussels and His llajesty*s Minister at 
The Hague explaining tho position in this matter, giving them 
certain instructions and raking their advice as to whether any 
approach can be made to the respective Governments, and if so, 
in what fora and on whet subjects. These letters were sent on 
October 12th. In neither country did our representative think 
it advisable to take up the question on a diplomatic footing at 
the present stage. Both the Belgian and Dutch Governments, as 
the War Cabinet are aware, refuse officially to admit that they 
are In any immediate danger of attack, notwithstanding that they 
have large forces on a war footing for that very contingency. 
The real truth seems to be that they are terrified of t-klng any 
action which might be used by Germany as a pretext for r breach 
of their undertaking to leave these countries alone. Neverthe- 
less, our diplomatic representatives may be able to effect a 
certain amount through their Maval, Mllltory and Commercial 
Attaches. " 
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4. As will be seen from the attached Report, and from the I 
summary of It in the following paragraphs. It has been possible 
one way or another to prepare a fairly comprehensive scheme. 

5. In this present phase, apart from making plans for the 
emergency under consideration, the raaln object of our arrangements 
Is to reduce stocks in Belgium and Holland of such things as 
gold, oil fuel and other raw materials and the number of ships In 
port. In the absence of co-operation by the Belgian and Dutch 
Governments we can only work through private channels, but even 
so, something has been accomplished. 

00 LP. 

6. The Belgian Government has already reduced its stocks 
in Brussels to about £4^ millions. The British Ambassador has 
not thought It expedient, for reasons already given, to approach 
the Belgian Government on the subject at the present stage either 
with a view to an immediate reduction of gold stocks or to the 
preparation of a plan. He is, however, in touch with a 

Mr, Janseens,who moved the Belgian gold from Brussels to London 
In 1914. It is to be hoped that this will result in some 
preparations being made for the removal of the gold in an 
emergency. The Ambassador has been instructed, however, that 
if. In the last resort, the Belgian Government should be caught 
without a plan, he Is to use his utmost endeavour to induce them 
to send out of the country as much as possible of the gold and 
securities that still remain there. 

7. Similrr instructions were sent to the British Minister 
In Holland, but In this country progress has been made so far as 
gold and foreign securities are concerned through another channel, 

8. The Chancellor of the Exchequer was good enough to see j 
the Governor of the Bank of England in my prer.ence and arranged ! 
with him that he should send an emissary to sound the Governor of 
the Nedsrlandsohe Bank as to what they were doing. This emissary 
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has now returned and reports that since Pebruary, 1939, the 
■•derlandsche Bank has held outside Holland $0% of Its total 
gold stock, or approximately £110 Billions out of s totrl of 
£185 millions. The amount remaining In Holland, therefore, Is 
only £75 millions as compared with a figure of £110 millions as 
stated In the annex to the Chiefs of steff Report. The Governor 
of the Hederlandsehe Bank Is anxious to export a further £40 
millions, which would leave only 20% of the gold stock at home. 
Shipment would be first to London i fter^erds to the United 
States of America. The Governor wan impressed himself by the 
urgency of the question but did not expect I decision by the 
Dutch Government for s week or two. He was anxious, by the way, 
that the fact of s special visit to him should not be made known 
through diplomatic channels. Referring to foreign securities he 
added that the big Dutch companies appeared to have ts.ken adectut 
steps on their own Initiative to safeguard their holdings. As 
to other holdings of foreign securities, he said that the Govern- 
ment have for the time being abstrined from taking emergency 
measures which they feel might adversely affect public 
confidence. 

9. That, in summary, is how the -juestion of gold stands 
at the present moment. It is c good deal less unsatisfactory 
than when ne began to move. Bow that the authorities concerned 
have been put on their guard we may hope tlist stocks may be still 
further reduced and thut prompt action may be tsken in an 
emergency. 

■ 

N0K-FKRRE0US KETALS. 
10. The Minister of Economic Warfare has ascertained that 
stocks In Holland and Belgium are not large. He reports that th 
Belgian authorities ere anxious to transfer their stocks to this 
country and action is proceeding. Belgian end Dutch refineries 
end smelters will probably be closed down and ores will bo treated 
abroad. 



• fit 

OIL. 1 

11. The Ministry of Economic Warfaro reports that there 
are 600,000 tona in Holland, hut consultations with the Shell 
Company Indian te little ehanoe of getting any of this removed 
In time of peace. The Dutch experts consider that all otooks 
could be destroyed at short notice. A Managing Director of the 
Royal Dutch has left for Holland and will try to find out whether 
the Dutch Government have made any plans to destroy the oil in 

an emergency. From the list annexed to this report it will be 
seen that if the emergency arises Ills Majesty's Representatives 
In Belgium Holland are to Impress on the Governments the 
urgent need of action to destroy the oil stocks, or falling such 
action, to co-operate in demolition plans which are being worked 
out in detail between the Rar Office end Admiralty. Plans ere 
also being worked out by the Air Ministry for the destruction by 
air of the main oil stocks in Belgium and Holland by aerial 
bombardment for possible execution if ell other means fall. 

12. From the above it will be seen, therefore, that the 
plana for the destruction of the oil ere threefold. First by 
the Belgian and Dutch authorities with or without British co- 
operation; second by the Wer Office, whose personnel would be 
taken over by the Admiralty in destroyers (see below); end 
third, in the last resort, by the Royal Air Force. Stocks of 
oil at Zeebrugge would be dealt with by Heval blocking parties 
(see below) and ot Ghent and Bruges by the French. 

13. The necessary information on these matters 1b in the 
possession of the Military Attaches at Brussels and at The Hague 
so that, under the authority of the Ambassador or Minister 
respectively, they can try and arrange co-operation with tht 
Dutch Mid Belgians. 

WHALE OIL. 

14* There are 29,000 tons of whale oil which beloncs to 
us in Holland. Efforts are being made through Hla Majesty's 
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Minister to sooure tho release of this oil In return for 
delivery, in Instalments, of an equivalent aaount to Holland by 
us, 

rOCK AXE HARBOUR f; cilities . 

15. The arrangements made include plana for preventing 

dock end harbour facilities so far as practicable from filling 
Into German hands. These vary very considerably at the 
different porta, but pending further inform tion -;hich we ere 
obtaining, I aw unable to say whether they will be worth putting 
in execution except at Zeebrugge an-.! Ostend, 

16. In the case of the J>utch porta and Antwerp, for 
example, His 'Majesty 'a Reprei5enUtives will do what they can to 
try and induce the Oovernmont concerned to 'sake pl^ns vith this 
object, 

17. In castt the Governments do not take any action, however, 
British plana are being prepared and in tome cases are well 
advanced* 

13, For example, plans have been worked out and 
preparations completed for sending British destroyers to 
Yaulden (for Amsterdam), Flushing, Hook of Hollar..-! end Antwerp to 
carry out local demolitions of harbour and dock facilities and 
coast defences. Arrangements have been jade between the 
Aduiralty and tho Foreign Office for the officers concerned to 
visit these ports. Certain reconnaissances have alio been 
completed under War Office authority, 

19, In the case of 0 stand and Zeebrugge, the Adair* lty hove 
made more definite plans and prepare tiona. Block ships have been 
preparad; personnel has been selected, and training is 
proceeding. Discussions with a vier to French co-cperacion are 
In progress. The signal smv ngomonts arc complete. Air 
protection has been arranged with the Air Ministry. Everything 
is read/, therefore, for the blocking of these harbours in ease 
of necessity. 
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20. With a view to the removal or destruction of Belgian 
rolling stock, and particularly heavy locomotives which are of 
greet Importance, the French have been approached through the 
permanent Military Representative*. The French representatives 
have accepted the responsibility and passed the natter on to 
Paris. 

21. In addition, His Majesty's Representatives in Belgium 
end Holland have beer, asked, in an emergency, to impress on these 
Governments the Importance of removing or destroying rolling 
stock and particularly locomotive.'?. This latter provision 
applies also in respect of mechanical transport. His Majesty's 
Representatives in Holland have also beer asked to Impress on the 
Government the importance of preventing nyrcl Mbl ShlffUAl^toK 
facilities , end particularly sabacrlneg under contraction, from 
falling into the hands of the Oermans. The Havel Attache is in 
possession of details. 



22. The Admiralty have preprred a plan for disconnecting all 
cables from Holland and Belgium at the appropriate moment. 



23. The Board of Trade have taken action in respect of 
shipping. They report that the Dutch are fully alive to the 
desirability of getting tankers into safety. Action has been 
taken through 81r Andrew Agnew, who will do all he can to further 
our objects. 

24. Some weeks ago a Dutch shipowner made enquiries from 
the Board of Trade as to whether accommodation could be found for 
his ships in this country In the event of a war emergency. 
Conversations are proceeding between the Board of Trade and • 
representative of Dutch cargo shipowners to make arrangements for 
ships to take refuge in British ports in an emergency. 



CABLES. 




25. In Belgium the Consul-Gcneral at Antwerp has been told 
to make discreet enquiries of companies concerned as to what 
provision Is being made for removal of shipping In case of an 
emergency, 

26. The Admiralty ere Including In their other plana 
arrangements for the destruction of dredgers, tugs, etc., In an 
emergency. 

27. The Wsr Office consider It Important t. 0 «. e0 ure the 
removal of barges fro.. Belgian rivers and carols end particularly 
OUt of the river Soheldt, upon which the army relies as an 
©bats.de to B G rwr. advance. They have approached the Board of 
Trade With a view to the purchase of Belgian barges on e large 
scale so ae to move them over to the United Kingdom before the 
eaergency erlaea. She Htlitary Attache in Bruaaels has been 
asked Ivy the Was Office to try and induce the Belgian Military 
Authorities to arrange for the Scheldt to be kept clear of 
barges . 

aircraft aaafiaaa. 

28. An Air liUsion ..,111 be sent to Belgiun in an emergency 
which, together with the Air Attaches In Belgium and Holland, will 
take all possible steps to ensure that the Dutch and Belgian 
authorities remove ell aircraft, civil and military, and trained 
personnel before- it l« too late, and destroy all Aerodrome 
facilities. T; ne Attaches have been Instructed on this 

.subject and as to tha evacuation of aircraft of civil operating 
eospenles end technical personnel. The Question of the disposal 
of military aircraft Is under diacussiou *ith the Frenoh. 

2?. Lists of the types of equipment *leh It would be moat 
desirable to ream or destroy huve been obtained from the 
Ittnlstry of Supply and forwarded to the Foreign Office for 
communion tlon to HI a Uajesty's Representatives In Eclglun and 
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Holland, who are being Instructed to impress on the Governments 
the Importance of preventing these tOOla from fa] ling Into enemy 
hends intaot. They rill t?k* this matter up the moment an 
emergency arises, If not before. 
POWER STATiqff g. 

50. If Ria Majesty's Representatives think such a course 
desirable, the Military Attaches in Belgium and Holland are to 
draw the attention of the staffs to the importance of including 
Power Stet ions in tho general demolition plans. 

ACTION IN |fl piEROEKCT . 

51. Should an invasion by Germany of Belgium or Holland or 
both take place the following action will be reouired to set the 
scheme in motion:- 

(1) k decision by the War Cabinet to put the whole scheme 
in operation. 

(2) Decisions by the War Cabinet - 

(a) to authorise the admiralty, if Belgium Is 
invaded, to despatch block ships to Ostend and 
Zecbrugse; 

(b) as to whether the Senior Naval Of floors at 
Zeebrugge end Ostend respectively are to have 
a free hand to decide the moment at which the 
ports are to be blocked; or alternatively, as 
to whether thay must seek a separate authorisa- 
tion from the Admiralty when they think the 
moment he a come; 

(c) in the latter event, as to whether the Admiralty 
can act on their own authority, or should have a 
decision from the War Cabinet. I myself consider 
that discretion should be left to the First Lord 

of the Admiralty, on the understanding that he will 
consult the Prime Minister if time permits. 

(?) In the case of an invasion of Holland, e decision by the 
War Cabinet ts to whether the destroyers ere to be 
despatched. 

(4) If the War Office are prepared to implement their plan 
for the destruction of the main oil stocks in Holland 
and Belgium, a decision by the War Cabinet aa to whether 
the Army detachment* are to be sent. 

(5) His Majesty's Ambassador In Brussels and/or the British 
Minister at The Hague to be informed by the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs of the decision of the War 
Cabinet and instructed to take the pre-arranged action. 
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(6) A decision at the appropriate moment empowering the 
Admiralty to disconnect cables betreen this country and 
Belgium and/or Holland respectively, 

32. I should he glad of authority to arrange for the 
communication of these arrangements to the French authorities, 
I think that the safest channel would be through the Naval , 
l£ilitary and Air liaison systems, but perhaps the Chiefs of 
Staff Comolttoe could be authorised to concert the necessary 
arrangements. In any event I WOli propose in any such 
communication to refer only very briefly to the fact that 
arrangements ere being mf.de through the proper channels for the 
reduction and removal of gold supplies. 

33. A specimen copy cf the edition of the periodical 
Progress Report showing the State of progress on 
is attached heronith. 



Most secret. ^{ ?v ' 





On Saturday, October pth, (War Cabinet 40 (59) 
Conclusion 6), I was asked by the War Cabinet to co-ordinate the 
preparations and action of Government Departments in giving 
effect to the recommendations of the Chiefs of Staff Committee 
for the eventuality of a German invasion of Belgium and/or 
Holland (W.P.(39) 90) . 

2. A Progress Report is attached herewith which shows the 
action already taken with a view to reducing some of the useful 
assets which Germrny would be likely to acquire by an occupstion 
of either of these countries, as well as the further sction 
which would be taken so far as circumstances permit if the 
emergency should arise. 

5. After taking stock of the situation ir. a preliminary 
way I arranged with the Foreign Office to communicate with His 
Majesty's Ambassador at Brussels and His Majesty's Minister at 
The Hague explaining the position in this matter, giving them 
certain instructions and esking their advice es to whether any 
approach vm be made to the respective Governments, and if so, 
in what form and on what subjects. These letters were sent on 
October 12th. In neither country did our representative think 
it advisable to tpke up the question on a diplomatic footing at 
the present stage. Both the Belgian and Dutch Governments, as 
the War Cabinet are aware, refuse officially to admit that they 
are in any immediate danger of attack, notwithstanding that they 
have large forces on a war footing for that very contingency. 
The real truth seems to be that they are terrified of taking any 
action which might be used by Germany as a pretext for a breach 
of their undertaking to leave these countries alone. Neverthe- 
less, our diplomatic representatives may be able to effect a 
certain amount through their Sm&» Military and Commercial 
Attaches. 
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4. As will be seen from the attached Report, and from the 
summary of it in the following paragraphs, it has been possible 
one way or another to prepare a fairly comprehensive scheme. 

5. In this present phase, apart from making plans for the 
emergency under consideration, the main object of our arrangements 
is to reduce stocks in Belgium and Holland of such things as 
gold, oil fuel and other raw materials and the number of ships in 
port. In the absence of co-operation by the Belgian and Dutch 
Governments we can only work through private channels, but even 
so, something has been accomplished. 

GOLD . 

6. ihe Belgian Government has already reduced its stocks 
in Brussels to about £45 millions. The British Ambassador has 
not thought it expedient, for reasons already given, to approach 
the Belgian Government on the subject at the present stage either 
with a vie. •/ to an immediate reduction of gold stocks or to the 
preparation of a plan. He is, however, in touch with a 

Mr. Janseens,who moved the Belgian gold from Brussels to London 
in 1914. It is to be hoped that this will result in some 
preparations being made for the removal of the gold in an 
emergency. The Ambassador has been instructed, however, that 
if, in the last resort, the Belgian Government should be caught 
without a plan, he is to use his utmost endeavour to induce them 
to send out of the country as much as possible of the gold and 
securities that still remain there. 

7. Similar instructions were sent to the British Minister 
in Holland, but in this country progress has been made so far as 
gold and foreign securities are concerned through another channel. 

8. The Chancellor of the Excheouer was good enough to see 
the Governor of the Bank of England in my presence and arranged 
with him that he should send an emissary to sound the Governor of 
the Nederlandsche Bank as to what they were doing. This emissary 
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has now returned and reports that since February, 1939, the 
Nederlandsche Bank has held outside Holland 60% of its total 
gold stock, or approximately £110 millions out of a total of 
£185 millions. The amount remaining in Holland, therefore, is 
only £75 millions as compared with a figure of £110 millions as 
stated in the annex to the Chiefs of Staff Report. The Governor 
of the Nederlandsche Bank is anxious to export p. further £40 
millions, which would leave only 20% of the sold stock at home. 
Shipment would be first to London and afterwards to the United 
States of America. The Governor was impressed himself by the 
urgency of the question but did no- expect a decision by the 
Dutch Government for a week or two. He was anxious, by the way, 
that the fact of a special visit to hin should not be made known 
through diplomatic channels. Referring to foreign securities he 
added that the big Dutch companies appeared to have taken adequate 
steps on their own initiative to safeguard their holdings. As 
to other holdings of foreign securities, he said that the Govern- 
ment have for the time being abstained from taking emergency 
measures which they feel might adversely affect public 
confidence. 

9. That, in summary, is how the question of gold stands 
at the present moment. It is a good deal less unsatisfactory 
than when we began to move. Kow that the authorities concerned 
have been put on their guard we may hope that stocks may be still 
further reduced and that prompt action may be taken in an 
emergency. 

NON-FERREO OS LETALS . 
10. The Minister of Economic Warfare has ascertained that 
stocks in Holland and Belgiiim are not large. ffr gepagtn tfcaa «i» 
^ BolRlan authoxlll L j ai e ai« *wa ~ t o tr an o f o r fchg-ig -sfronko to this 
coun try a nd nnt . lnn J^pBoceedlafr. Belgian and Dutch refineries 
and smelters will probably be closed down and ores will be treated 
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abroad. 
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11. The Ministry of Economic Warfare reports that there 
are 600,000 tons in Holland, but consultations with the Shell 
Company indicate little chance of getting any of this removed 
in time of peace. The Dutch experts consider that all stocks 
could he destroyed at short notice. A Managing Director of the 
Royal Dutch has left for Holland and will try to find out whether 
the Dutch Government have mede any plens to destroy the oil in 
an emergency. From the list annexed to this report it will be 
seen that if the emergency arises His Majesty's Representatives 
in Belgium and Holland are to impress on the Governments the 
urgent need of action to destroy the oil stocks, or failing such 
action, to co-operate in demolition plans which are being worked 
out in detail between the War Office and Admiralty. Plans are 
also being worked out by the Air Ministry for the destruction by 
air of the main oil stocks in Belgium and Hollrnd by aerial 
bombardment for possible execution if all other means fail* 

12. Prom the above it will be seen, therefore, that the 
plans for the destruction of the oil are threefold. First by 
the Belgian and Dutch authorities with or without British co- 
operation; second by the War Office, whose personnel would be 
taken over by the Admiralty in destroyers (see below); and 
third, in the last resort, by the Royal Air Force. Stocks of 
oil at Zeebrugge would be dealt with by Naval blocking parties 
(see below) and at Ghent and Bruges by the French. 

15. The necessary information on these matters is in the 
possession of the Military Attaches at Brussels and at The Hague 
so that, under the authority of the Ambassador or Minister 
respectively, they can try and arrange co-operation with the 
Dutch and Belgians. 
WHALE OTTi. 

14. There are 29,000 tons of whale oil which belongs to 
us in Holland. Efforts are being made through His Majesty's 
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Minister to secure the release of this oil in return for 
delivery, in instalments, of an equivalent amount to Holland by 
us. 

DOCK AND HARBOUR FACILITIES . 

15. The arrangements made include plans for preventing 

dock and harbour facilities so far as practicable from falling 
into German hands. These vsry very considerably at the 
different ports, but pending further information which we are 
obtaining, I am unable to say whether they will be worth putting 
in execution except at Zeebrugge and Ostend. 

16. In the case of the Dutch ports and Antwerp, for 
example, His Majesty's Representatives will no what they car. to 
try and induce the Government concerned to nake plans with this 
object. 

17. In case the Governments do not take any action, however, 
British plans are being propareri and in some cases are well 
advanced. 

18. For exenple, plans have been worked out and 
preparations completed for sending British destroyers to 
Yrcuiden (for Amsterdam), Flushing, Hook of Holland and Antwerp to 
carry out local demolitions of harbour and dock facilities and 
coast defences. Arrangements have been made between the 
Admiralty and the Foreign Office for the officers concerned to 
visit these ports. Certain reconnaissances have also been 



pltlAib^d ^-fconpleted under War Office authority. 

^iw^ r 

$Utktk4*A /l * I In the case of 0stend a nd Zeebrugge, the Admiralty have 

^M^u2> I made m ° rfi 6efinite plans £nd Preparations. Block ships have been 



prepared; personnel has been selected, and training is 
proceeding. Discussions with a view to French co-operation are 
in progress. The signal arrangements are complete. Air 
protection has been arranged with the Air Ministry. Everything 
is ready, therefore, for the blocking of these harbours in case 
of necessity. T*u. n^fv-^iA^t /i^ d&cLMfif ih- *Ua*U*4z. 



ROLLING S TOCK. 

20. With a view to the remove 1 or destruction of Belgian 
rolling stock, and particularly heavy locomotives which are of 
great importance, the French have been approached through the 
permanent Military Representatives. The French representatives 
have eccepted the responsibility and passed the matter on to 
Paris. 

21. In addition, ITis Majesty's Representatives in Belgium, 
and Holland have been asked, In an emergency, to impress on these 
Governments the importance, of removing or destroying rolling 
stock and particularly locomotives. This latter provision 
applies also in respect of mechanical transport. His Majesty's 
Representatives in Holland have also beer asked to impress on the 
Government the importance of preventing naval and shipbuildin g 
facilities, and particularly submarin es under construc tion, ^rom 
falling into the hands of the Germans. The Havel Attache is in 
possession of details. 

CABLES . 

22. The Admiralty have prepared a plan for disconnecting all 
cables from Holland and Belgium at the appropriate moment. 

SHIPPING, INCLUDING TANKERS . 

23. The Board of Trade have taken action in respect of 
shipping. They report that the Dutch are fully alive to the 
desirability of getting tankers into safety. Action has been 
taken through Sir Andrew Agnew, who "111 do all he can to further 
our objects. 

24. Some weeks ago a Dutch shipomer made enquiries from 
the Board of Trade as to whether accommodation could be found for 
his ships in this country in the event of a war emergency. 
Conversations are proceeding between the Board of Trade ard a 
representative of Dutch cargo shipowners to make arrangements for 
ships to take refuge in British ports in an emergency. 
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25. In Belgium the Consul-Ger.errl at Antwerp has beer told 
to meke discreet enquiries of companies concerned as to what 
provision i? being made for removal of shipping in czse of sn 
emergency. 

26. The Admiralty are including in their other plans 
arrangements for the destruction of dredger.*, tugs, etc., in cn 
emergency. 

27. The War Office consider it important to secure the 
removal of. barges from Belgian rivers end canals and particularly 
out of the river Scheldt, upon which the army relies as an 
obstrcle to s German advance. They have approached the Board of 
USade with 8 view to the purchase of Belgian btrges on a large 
scale so as to move them over to the United Kingdom before the 
emergency arises. The Military Attache in Brussels has been 
asked by the War Office to try and Induce the Belgian Military 
Authorities to arrange for the Scheldt to be kept clear of 
barges. 

AIRCRAFT AND AERODR OMES . 

28. An Air Mission will be sent to Belgium in an emergency 
which, together with the Air Attache's in Belgium and HOUazJd, will 
take all possible steps to ensure that the Dutch and Belgian 
puthcrities remove all aircraft, civil end military, pnd trained 
personnel before it is too late, and destroy all aerodrome 
facilities. The Air Attache's have been instructed on this 
subject rnd ps to the evacuation of aircraft of civil operating 
companies and technical personnel. The question of the disposal 
of military aircraft is under discussion with the French. 

KA_CCTE TOOLS . 

29. Lists of the types of ecuipment which it would be most 
desirable to remove or destroy have been obtained from the 
Ministry of Supply and forwarded to the Foreign Office for 
communication to His Majesty's Representatives In Belgium and 
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Hollf.no, who are being instructed to impress on the Governments 
the importance of preventing these tools from falling into enemy 
hands intact. They will take this matter up the moment an 
emergency arises, if not before. 
POWER ST A- IONS . 

30. If His Majesty's Representatives think such a course 
desirable, the Military Attaches in Belgium and Holland Pre to 
draw the attention of the staffs to the importance of including 
Power Stations in the general demolition plans. 

ACTIOH IK AN EMERC^-CiV . 

31. Should an invasion by Germany of Belgium or Holland or 
both, take place the following action will be re-'uire7 to set the 
scheme in motion: - 

(1) A decision by the War Cabinet to put the whole scV-eme 
in oporation. 

Decisions by the War Cabinet 

jrf--to authorise the Admiralty, if Belgium is 

invaded, to despatch block ships to Osbend and 
Zeebrugge; 

.to whether the Senior Naval Officers at 
Zeeb\ugge and Ostend respectively are ttfyhave 
a fre\ hand to decide \ho moment at whichVthe 
ports are to be blocked\ or alternr tively\ e s 
to whe tiler they must seek a separate author 
tion fromVtho Admiralty w\en they think the 
moment hanVcorae; 

in tiie latter event, as to Vether the Admiral t!> 
\n act on tfleir own authbrltyv or should have a - 
decision fron>tiie War Cabinet. \I myself consider 
-ha^iscretion^hould he left to\the First Lord 
of trot Admiral ty\ on the understanding that he will 
OonsulVthe Prime\£inister if time permits. 

(3) In the case of en invasion of Holland, c decision by the 
War Cabinet as to whether the destrovers are to be 
despatched. 

(4) If the War Office are prepared to inclement their plan 
for the destruction of the main ol] stocks in Holland 
ano Belgium, a decision by the War Cabinet fs to whether 
the Army detachments Pre to be sent*** Ik* fa.jZ^t** * 

(5) His Majesty's Ambassador in Brussels and/or the British 
Minister at The Hague to be informed by the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs of the r'ecision o* the Wa^ 
Cabinet end instructed to take the pre-arranged action. 
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(6) A decision at the appropriate moment emoov.-erin? the 
Admiralty to disconnect cables between this country and 
Eelpium and/or Holland respectively. 

yi. I should be glad of authority to arrange for the 
communication of these arrangements to the French authorities. 
I think that the safest channel would be through the Navel, 
Military and Air liaison systems, but perhaps the Chiefs of 
Staff Committee could be authorised tc concert the necessary 
arrangements. In any event I would propose in ?ny such 
communication to refer only very briefly to the fpet that 
arrangements are being made through the proper channels for the 
reduction and removal of gold supplies. 

33. A specimen copy cf the jfii^Mi edition of the periodica 
Progress Report showing the state of progress on 7- > ? / ' - - */p> 
i3 attached herewith. 
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FOREIGN OFFICE, 8.W.1. 

21 at October, 1939. 



c 17013/0 

3BCRET 



Dear Jacob, 

I aend you a copy of a letter dated October 17th 
to Cadogan from Olive, in reply to the former '8 letter 
of October 12th, in which he reportB the result of the 
enquiries he has made of the Governor of the National 
Bank of Belgium and of the Governor of the Sooiete 
Generale respectively, as regards the gold reserve and 
negotiable securitieo. 

2. I have sent a copy of this letter and its 
enclosure to Phillips at the Treaaury. 





Colonel E.I.C. Jacob, 

Committee of Imperial Defence. .. . 



Q3SSL. 
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British t:mbessy, 

Brusssls. 
October 17th, 1939 



Dear Cadogan, 

Your secret letter of Ootober 12th, parographa 7 
and iny telegram No. 145 of October 14th. 
7olcl nnd Negotiable Securitie s. 

OolS. The Governor of the National Bank told mo today 
that the greater part of the Belgian pold was In England, a 
part in Hew Yor':, and only a small pirt at 111 In Balcrium. 

?rom the Governor of the Societe" O^nerc le I leornt that 



on* third was in Now "or!:. The "grntor" p-rt/ th*r«fore 



The Governor of the National BanV, who W9S not vory 



thet the sold lr. Belgium not in Brussels .or in Antwerp, 
but at some place not very far from the ooost. TV. a might 
be Bruges or Octend. 

Nozotlr. lc Securities The Govamor of the 8ool*tt Cen6rale 
told roe thet all such ceourltios in their possession had. 
been photographed, and copicB deposited in Hsu York, Bradford 
( i'.nglnnd) and Saunor, 

Thin would constitute proof that these e«ourities were 
held by the Gooiete otnerala in onae with the authority of the 
Belgian Government ths original securities hsd to be destroyed, 
or In ease they were doatroysd by the action of the Osrman 
Govornracmt. 

No special precautions have been taken for safeguarding 
securities in the posasssion of the National Hank, though the 
overnor give rue to understand that he was fully alive to ths 
necessity of preventlngjthem falling into Carman hands. 



might 




forthcoming, told me after a carta In amount of Questioning 




Youru 



(8d.) R.H.Olive. 



/ 
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The following are the various alternative 
methods of communication between the French Army 
afid Admiral Lyster at Zeebrugge and Ostendi- 

(i) Tgojritish wireless sets are at the 
lleadquarters of the 16th F r ench 
Corps, which is on the left of the 
[British. These sets are in direct 
touch with the ships at each port. 

(ii) The same two wireless sets are in 

touch with G.H.Q., E.E.T. , who will 
relay message via the War Office to 
the Admiralty, who will convey the 
message to the ships. 

(iii) The sane as (ii) except that a land 
line or despatch rider might be 
used between the 16th F r ench Corps 
and G.H.Q., B.E.F. 

(iv) Motor bicycle posts put out by Admiral 
Lyster, which will give warning of 
any unexpected approach of the enemy. 

It will be seen from the above that 
although the authority for the blowing of the 
charges, and the sinking of the ships is derived 
from General Georges, the executive order will be 
given by the 16th F r ench Corps behind whose sector 
the ports lie. 



The Rt. Hon. Lord Hankey, 

G.C.B., G.C.k'.G., G.C.V.O. 
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St. Helens Court, 
^ Great St. Helen's 

London E.C.3. 

Temporary address; 
Lens bury, 
Br 00 m. F'' . , 
Teddington, 
Mddx. 

Sir George fcounsey, K.C.I'.G. , C.3., O.B.F.. , 
Ministry of Economic Warfare, 
Houghton Street, 
AldwycSi. 

PRIVATE MS ^-PIDE^TIAL . 

Dear Sir George, 

Furth-r to my letter of the 23rd instant, I 
have ascertained on unimpeachable authority that the 
Belgian Government have made plans for the prompt 
destruction of all oil stocks in the event of 
invasion. 

Yours sincerely, 



(Signed) F. GODBER. 



cc Major Morton 
Mr. Owen. 



COPY- 



; MT 



23rd October, 1939. 



Sir George Mounsey, K.C.M.G. , O.B. , O.B.E. , 
Ministry of Economic Warfare, 
Houghton Street, 
ALDWYCH. 



Dear Sir George , 

May I once more refer to my letter of the 12th 
October - under "secondly", which dealt with possible 
steps taken by the Governments of Belgium and the 
Netherlands to destroy stocks of petroleum products in 
the event of an emergency. 

I have already advised you that, as far as our 
company is concerned, it was our view that it would toe 
possible to destroy all stocks, or substantially all stockB 
within the time limit mentioned by you. Mr. Kessler has 
now returned from jjpllan d and has ascertained tnTC'ln 
fact, the Dutch miTCTO authorities .have made all- plans 
l~£--« roy s *°? 1 ks - of petroleum products completely and that 
Jpfiy-Ape ?at Bfled that this can be done la a question of 
"g u .g B .- We did not put the same limit of time to them 
that you mentioned to me, but it was obvious from the advice 
given that they have made their plans to destroy stock e 
well within that limit. 

A8_J££ardj_Ielgium, our representative from that 
country was over herTtovterts the end of last week. Here 
again, of course, we did not dislcose the object of our 
enquiry , but he informed us that he did not know, of any 
?}? n * Si the mil itary authorities, however , we" gave him 
the encloaed memorandum as a guide for himself and he 
volunteered the suggestion that he should make discreet 
enquiries of the Government as to whether they had made any 
plans. He would be back here early next week and should 
have definite information on the subject. We are of the 
opinion, however, also in the case of Belgium, that the stocks 
could be destroyed at short notice. 

With regard to the P. 3. of my letter, it is clear 
that, as far as Holland is concerned, it will not now be 
necessary to consult the other companies, and whether it will 
be neoeBBary in the case of Belgium depends on the reply 
which our representative brings back with him next week. 



Yours truly, 

(Sgd. ) P. GODBER. 



UUUULX 



Lift London by tr.Hu 

1100, Afrtwd Brighton. 

1180. Arrived Shorcham airport. 

1800. Took off in K.L.M. aircraft. 

1500. Arriwed Amaterdam airport. 

DroTe to H.B.H. Logo t ion at 
The Ragna. 



Vlalted Amaterdam with 
Attaint (by train). 



A.L'. 



At Rotterdam. 
1880 - 1600. On New Waterway In a tug. 



Laft Tha Hague (by oar) for 
Aoa tertian airport. 

0900. Took off in a.l..-.. aircraft. 

ArrlTwd Shorehea airport. 

Aivivad London (by train)* 



During v ohort wlalt tha main U»reeelona whloh I 
of tha ftftt of mm in Holland (ba.ed entirely an 
tloma with H.B.K. Mlnlafr and tha serclae Attaehe.) 
aa follow* i* 

(a) Holland la 100* neutral. Her politloiana am 
her aanlor offlaera ara abeolutely determined to 
no form of Staff talka with the Brltiah. ftranoh or 



might lnrclrc them in any way in the war. 



(b)..... 



(b) fee Dutch an Ttir km on making money and their 
principal UM At present is to continue to do bo 
in spite of tht war* 

Mobilisation oT about 300,000 men la costing thorn 
lot and for this reason alone it Is oonsidersd 



(t) Holland it shout 60/50 in ito feelings for or 

against Germany or the Allies. German props sands 

is very intenas and highly organised by a very 

largo, noil trained and expert staff in comparison 

with which tht British staff is admits. 

Mots i An often recurring form of 9c roan 
propaganda is ths warning that the 
British are about to land on the 

(d) The general feeling appears to be that ths Germans 
might quits liksly attack Belgian through tho 
Llstrorg appendix but if they did Holland would 
merely sit back andoarry on trading etc. with 
the remainder of their country and not make war. 

(e) I found it very difficult to form any clear idea as 
to how prepared Holland ie to prevent Germany 

her country, except as in (d). 
is no doubt that parts have been sffeetlvely 
"wetted" (so opposed to -flooded-) but X did not 
see or boar of any organisation for systematic 
demolition etc. 

(f ) X formed o very definite conclusion that it would bo 
quite Impracticable atd most unwise to sttsmpt to 
send parties (Hovel or Military) to Holland's aid 



H.B.u'a Minister was very definite on 
this point* x personally doubt if they would over 
five their permission in time as X feel that 
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neutrality and money nek log an ao prominent in 
their minds and would occupy thalr whole a tt ant ion 

The approach from seaward has been rendered mora 
difficult by the removal of the Haas Light Veeael. The Duteh 

tats that thia vessel cannot remain in plaoe due to the danger 
erf floating mines. I understand that it aa also removed in 
the last war. Dutch and British Merchant Captains find it 
extremely difficult to mate port without this Light Vessel and 
the British Naval Attache hen asked the Dutoh Naval authorltiea 
to consider placing a light buoy in its plaoe. 

There is almost certainly some sort of mine field 
laid off the entrance to The Hook. The mines are alleged to 
be of Viokera manufacture and the moorings are rotten and the 
mines constantly drift ashore. I saw a Dutoh destroyer 
patrolling off the entrance to The Hook and was told that there 
Is always one there. 

The entrance to the new waterway and the defences at 
The Hook are as given in Plate 33 of C.B.1819 with the addition 
of 4 - 4" guns on the dunes to the north of the waterway. Theee 
guns are easily risible although camouflaged by boughs of trees 
and are protected by a ingle strand barbed wire. 

The mine field inside the entrance shown on the above 

^lfil^ )V^k9 Rot lj0 9Tk XfllCi# 

On entering the waterway from the ssa there le no 
difficulty in finding the London * North vastsrn Railway jetty 
which is no longer used ss Harwich service has osased. This is 
very clone to the off lee of the looal Dutoh Senior Naval Off loop 
or Harbourmaater. I could not find the exaot locality of the 
office of the Senior Military Offloer, but as there le s 
considerable number of temporary Military Barracks Just there 1 
think it would be easy to find his office. 

The..... 
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The Dutch Haval bum and torpedo atation at Ths Hook 
It vary small and close alongalde the L.H.K.R. jetty. Apart 
from this and the guns there appeared to ma to be no objectives 
of any great value. 

I consider that it would he very easy to block the 
entrance to the ne^ waterway by a specially prepared block ship. 
Palling this, I waa given to understand that the waterway would 
rapidly ellt up If the breakwater on the northern aide which has 
recently been extended was breached. It ie this breakwater 
alone which etopa the waterway silting ijp. 

Dredgers did not appear to be ueed at all In the 
lower parte of the waterway ae the breakwater prevents any 
silting. 

The road from The Hook to Rotterdam runs on the 
northern elde of the waterway at varying distances from it up 
to 3 miles. The road Is In most places very narrow and would 
presumably be eaeily blocked, and in any oase would be a v- ry 
slow means of communication If there was much traffic ooused by 
rsfugess or military movements. 

There is no conwunioation by road across the river 
from north to south until the main bridge at Rotterdam Is 
reached. Little motor tranaport would appear to be available 
at The Hook. 

I am certain that the only possible way of moving 
a military party from The Hook to Rotterdam would be by water 
transport. In the went of the British Haval Attache 
Informing the Naval Control staff et Rottsrdam that a destroyer 
waa arriving at The Hook I sa assured that there would be no 
difficulty In sending a tug or tugs to meet her. Ho speed 
hosts of ear kind are used at Rotterdam or on the waterway. 

As the Havnl Control staff frtcuently hire tugs for 
their Inspection of merchant chips the sending of tugs to 
The Hook would not be very unusual. 
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I have brourht bnok with gg B guide to Rotterdam 

and the new waterway which gives every conceivable detail of 
the pert and lta facilities. 

Until ona haa aotually visited the plaoc one hns very 
little Idea of its vaatneee. The bertlJB for sea-going ships 
amount to orer 16 miles, there are 16 flora ting docks nnd I 
pereonally oounted well ower 200 oil tanks. In fact the 
lmpreaalon I got waa that it wne bigger than the Port of London. 
The distance apart of the various poaalble objectives is eo 
great that I oonaldar It would take a long tlrae to destroy the 
facilities of the port if this were to include dry docks, cranes, 
fuelling facilities, iron ore handling plant, etc If the oil 
tanka alone were taken as an objective it might be possible to 
do aerloua damage in daylight hours of one day. 

Shipbuilding . 

The following ahipa hare been recently launched and 
are now completing! 

At Wiltona One 7,000 ton Anglo-3axon tanker. 

At Rotterdam Two snail destroyers launched 10 days ago. 

Dry Dock 

At U aait <l co. one ship of 1,100 tona. 

Three Out oh submarines are also being completed in 
carefully boarded up slipways. It was impossible to form any 
Idea as to when they would be ready for sea. 

shipping * 

Up to 8 weeks ago there were about 80 ships laid up in 
the Waalhaven and also in the Oerman owned Vulcan Haven* There 
ere now only about six laid up. This figure excludes 4 email 
ciermans. The entire ore carrying fleet has recently left and 
it is believed that part of the ownership of this fleet is 
oemen, although all ships are registered under the Dutch Viae. 

Ths»#»«» 
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The average number of British ships in the port at any 
moment is 8 to S and I estimate tho number of neutral ships in 
the order of 30, some cf which are in dry dock. 

I was told that Bear Admiral Hearts of the Dutch Nary 
has reoently been appointed Controller of shipping and I think 
that through this ohannel it would he easy to olear the port of 
shipping. The Naval Oontrol "taff oould guarantee to olear the 
harbour of British shipping in a for.' hours. They aotually 
carried out this duty Just before the war and told as of the 
splendid way in which the Merchant Captains oo-op. rated with 
then. They are confident that the harbour oould again be 
cleared of British ships eoually quiokly, i.e., in about 4 hours. 

|» 

There appeared to be 4 main installations, 8 of whioh 
belong to shell and 1 to Esao. 

There are 4 subsidiary installations whioh may bs 
partly Asphalt. 

The tank storage plsn adopted by hell which 1b by 
for the biggest Is to put the tanks In pita. Up to 4 tanks 
are In eaeh pit and the pits are below ground to a depth 

of about 6 feet; except where roads run between ths tanks the 
average siss of ths barrier is 7 feet at the baee and about 
5 feet at the top. Bsso tanks are, however, apparently built 
ffl 1 ilBfl and then a barrier has been built up around ths 
tanks to a height of about 4 feet. It is from this installation 
that o man barges leswe almost entry night and I saw a large 
Norwegian tanker at this berth. 

The remaining installations are mainly built 
on ground lewel with no barriers and the highest numbered tank 
that I saw was ISO. The largest tsnks here are built 
apparently in a manner whioh is a oompromlae between the two 
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Other similar inatallatl na are I thlnJ*. on ground 
level or have sunk tank*. 

In tht Shell installation the pupa appeared to be 
about 8 feet below ground level and na far aa could be aeon all 
other punpe were on ground level . I t *oulfi appear, therefore, 
that In the majority of oaeea ample arrangements have been made 
to oat oh the oil in the event of the tanks being holed, and It 
would appear to me that nearly every tank would have to be holed 
and the eontente burnt In order to prevent the oil falling Into 
German hands. 



urn 
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Theae worka are the largeat in size of any buildings 
in Rotterdam and I have no Idea how a demolition party would 
start to work to damage any vital part of it. 



German Rhine bsrges were very much In evidence and 
to be doing a very big trade. in addition a large 
it are laid up In the Wsalheven. I understand that the 
carrying oapaolty of the largest barge le somewhere about 
4,000 tons. 

ZBnst* 

Almost the prinolpal trade at preaent appears to be 
the eetabllshment of Own ooal to Italy. This goee down the 
Rhine by barge to Rotterdam where it is transferred to see-going 
eteamera. I eneloae a cutting from The Daily Telegraph- of 
Beth October on thla subject which may be of lntereat. 



Bases owing to their geographloal positions being slightly 
nearer England than their own bases. The facilities for ship 
repair and fuelling and the easiness of dispersing their forces 
along the various quays in the event of air attaoke might be 
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From a oosmereial point of view in the event of 
Germany ovar-ruiming Holland I cannot foresee Hotterdaoi being 
much used as a seaport. It is true that the ooal trade to 
Italy night continue and I presume that iron ore aight he sent 
by ssa via The Hook from Sweden, 

If our problem was merely to prevent ?he use of the 
port from seaward I would say without hesitation that the 
entrance to the new waterway should be blooked by a bloc* ship. 
Unfortunately this would nut prevent the stocks and facilities 
at Rotterdam being aruilable to Germany by inland waterways in 
the Rhine barpea. 

It therefore -loos uppear important to demolish as 
runny of these facilities as possible. SO attempt to do this 
with smell military demolition parties r.ppenra to me quite 
impossible. 

J am not an expert at demolition, but I feel that a 
party of, say, 60 with a ton of explosives oould make even less 
impression on Rotterdam than they could on the Port of London. 

For this reason I agree with the proposal that 
military demolition parties should deal with oil stooks only. 

in my opinion the only satisfactory way of dealing with 
objectives other than fuel stocks would be for a man o* war, 
either Dutch or British, to eteam slowly along the waterway and, 
after due notioe, shell bargee, floating docks, look gatee, 
floating cranes, etc. I consider that e vast amount of damage 
could be done in a very few houre in thio way, 

I reoommend that the breaching of the breakwaters at 
The Hook, especially the northern one, should be considered. 

(a) The windowe of all K.L.K. aircraft have been frosted 
end the height indicator apparently disconnected. From the 
time of taking off to the time of lending one has not the 
slightest idea of one's course or height, nor whether one is over 
the jgjj or the sea. (b)..#,« 



(b) neve ml of mjr fallow passenger* were proceeding by 

air from ohorehnm to Oopanhagoa wla Ams*wdam. 

Hotoi Thla oonflrna the Kalundborg broadcast 
quoted In oally auamary of Naval 
Evente lfo.61. 

(o) Paaaengera travelling In K.L.J-:. aircraft hare to 
sign statements that they are not actively employed In any 
military capacity by any of the belligerent a and that they 
hare not been ordered to take paaaage by any olvll Government 
department* 

^r 

Hote l I assumed military was intended to mean 
the email nu type. 

(d) I understand that tha registration forma In .initch 
hotels are very carefully compiled and oheoked. It le 
therefore obwloua that serving KrvbI Officere should on no 
account attempt to atay in any Dutch hotel. 

Hote i I stayed at the Legation at The Hague. 

(e) I was very much impressed by the efficiency and 
knowledge of the Ifavnl Control staff at Rotterdam - (Commander 
Crocker, Lieut.Commander Hall and another Lieut. Commander). 
They appeared to have a complete grasp of their work, to have 
eetablleh moat cordial relations with the Merchant oervioe 
Hesters and hipping Agents and to have a remarkable insight 
aa to what was going on in the port. 

In passing I would mention that their pay le 
oonaiderably in arrears and that their allowances for living 
in Holland are obviously completely inadequate at the preeent 
rate of exchange. I understand H.B.M. Minister has 
represented this* 

(f) It ia wary unfortunate that we have not been able to 
capture any of the Canaan merchant ships whloh have left 
Rotterdam for Germany since war was declared. The Naval 
Control staff were able to give adequate notice of their 
departure. only four email ones now remain. 

(*) 



10. 

(g) A eonalderabls number of Polish trawlers (7 160) with 
orewG are laid up at Ytaulden and poaaibly at other porta. I 
understand the French Government offered to take then over "but 
that the IftJi preferred to remain where they were and he fad 
free by the Dutoh Government. I enclose a out ting from 

"The Daily Express" of 25th October which may haws some bearing 
on the subject. 

(h) I was led to believe that a large amount of oil is 
arriving at otter rim and guaranteed by the iiuteh Government aa 
being required for consumption In Holland* A large proportion 
of it leaves daily for Germany by Rhine bargee. 

(1) I presume that the export of coal from Germany and 
Poland to Italy via Rotterdam oannot legally be atopped. 

(Sgd.) 0. MOODY. 

Oaptoin, 

October, 1939. 



in 



Telegr aph". Ootobar 24th. 1939. 



Goal, 



The •Dwutacha Allgeaeine Zaitung" aaya, under the 
handing "Coal aa Money'' , that in future a larga part or 
Oermtn payments abroad will have to be made by coal 
deliveries. 

The newspaper adda that the German production of 
185,000,000 tone will be Increased by 40,000,000 tons 
from Polish territory, thus Baking Germany necond only 
to the United itatea aa coal producer. 



Five Poll ah Boat a to become Britfht. 

Plva trawlera which escaped from ?oland whan 
war atarted will aoon ba Britleh. They have bean 
lying in dock, their orawa workleaa. 

A naw company haa been formed by Mr. Prad Parkaa, 
Drinoloal of several important fishing compenlee, to 
take" them over! The orewa will ba Britons and Polea. 
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Of VI ait to Brussels and Antwerp by 
Captain Harold Hlekllng, R.i. , " V 
21st to 25th ootober* 1939. 
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Appendix I. 
Plans 1. 8, 8. 
• nm 4. 
Plan 5. 
Plan 0. 
Plan 7. 
Plan 8. 
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Details of Fuel storage, Antwerp. 
Antwerp Docke. 
Oil Inatallation - Hoooken. 
Oil Inatallation - Henixen. 
waterway e of Belgium, Holland, etc 
Temhansen-Qhent Canal. 
Road Map Antwerp-Rot tardea. 
Road Map Bruaaela-Oetend. 



li The object of the vitit waa to uln a raaonnalaeenoa 

of Antwerp and It* approaches and by per tonal oontaot to 
obtain first-hand information of the port. 

8. Partloular attention was paid to the possibility of 

the Oeraana making uae of Antwerp in the event of their 
occupying Belgian. 

The extent to union the feollltlea of the port oould 
be denied to the dement by a deatroytr and email Royal 
Bnglneer and eeaman demolition partlea In the apace of 18 houro 
of daylight waa alao coneldered. 



3. It wae deolded that I should travel aa a private 

IndlTldual and not aa a Naval Officer. To thi a end I waa 
furnished with an ordinary passport aa a civilian and alao 
with a courier p* a a port to and from Bruaaela. 

A Foreign Off lot "bag wat carried each way. 

To avoid reglatratlon I atayed with HI a Bxoellency 
the British Ambattador, Sir Robtrt Clivt while In Bruaaela 
and with Mr. O.A. Planer the Consul- Qenaral while at Antwerp. 

No difficulty with any Belgian offlolala waa 
encountered - amonget civilians Z paaaed aa a "Mister" 
lnttrttttd in the pert faellltlee of Antwerp. 



4. The vleit waa of value and Ita objtot achieved; 

mortover a uaeful lialeon waa made with the Novel Control 
Staff at Antwerp. Certain matter a raised by the latter are 
being dealt with separately. 
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0900. Left London - arrived B r uaaels ("by air) 1B80, 

1600. Interview with Colonol Galthorpe - 
Paatport Control Officer. 

1800. Di ecus sad ai salon with H.S. 



2200. Intarwlow with Mr, Setana - Comnercial 
Oounaallor. 3tayad at Embassy. 



m 



2Bnd Ootober. 



p. a. Prooaodod to Antwerp and put up at tha 
rati dance of Consul -General with whoa 
I discussed ay vlalt. 



Monday . 
airdOotooor. 



a. a. Vial ted Antwerp oil wharwoa Installation 
p. a. Tour of Antwerp docks, locks, etc 



Tuesday 



ototer. 

a.m. Visited barge depots and certain quaya. 

p.m. Vial ted Mr. Whipp, Vice-consul at Ohent. 
Returned to Bmbasay, Brnaaele. 

loans adar. 
8jth oototer. 

1000. Left Brussels - arrived London 1050. 
PlaUalla lUallaMh 

5. The following la tha opinion formed of the 

politloal situation in Belgiuw. 

Vlt-t-Ttf OfWfWt 

7. The chances of Qeraany violating the neutrality of 

Belgium are assessed aa 100 to 1 against. A vary different 
situation to that of 1914 now prevails in Belgiaa. 

<•) 



(a) Belgium la fully mobilised and ha • 400,000 men 

under ini, She la determined to fight to 
re 8i at invasion. 

(b) The outer lines of defence - the Alhert Canal to the 

northward and the Llego-iJamur to the southward - 
are wary atrong. There la a second Una round 
Brussels and the Scheldt, and a third baaed on 
Brugea-Ohent-Ypree. 

(o) There la no foundation for the opinion (believed 
to do hold in official circles la Great Britain) 
that the Balglana are not taking adequate etepe 
to hold up a Oeraan advance. On the contrary 
nothing la being left to chance, at any rate on 
the frontier. All bridgea, railway c roe sings, 
roads, etc. are mined and can be destroyed at 
the touch of the key: t»o artariaa have in 
faot gone up without that touch. 

(d) So confident la the Belgian Government of delaying 

a Oeraan advance on the frontier that no aetiva 

atepa appear to have been taken for demolition 

far behind the frontier, e.g., tha Port of 

Antwerp. In view of tha Balglana' determination 

to resist the Germans It la thought that they 

will not heeltate to adopt tha "ecorched earth" 

policy should tha oooaalon arise, end they are 

confident their delaying tec tic a will give ample 

tins to affeot this aueooaafully. 

Mote a An exception to this la the Brussels 
tunnel under the seholdt - the finest 
plaoe of civil engineering In Belgium. 
They are ao pleased with this effort 
that they are unlikely to consent to 
lta being flooded. 



(e) The groat weakness l. the B«lglen air foroe - 
fifty alroraft and obsolete at that. 



VI a-s-vls. 
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Hfcteflj Holland. | 2*1 

8. The chances of Holland Being Invaded wae put at 
30 to 1 against. In the event it was oonaldered that the 
oountty would he oroseed in about 12 days. Although the 
northern part of the country can he flooded the aouthern 
part offers few obstacles and the Jutch army less. 

9. The opinion wae held that Germany had nothing to 
gain by invading Belgium and Holland, and much to lose. 

general. 

10. The official attitude la that Belgium la strictly 
neutral and intends to give neither side cause for complaint. 

I was particularly requested not to get myself 
locked up as the polioe had received instructions to be 
unsympathetic in that respect. 

On the other hand the upper classes in Belgium are 
strongly pro-B r ltleh - aa are the Walloons (the i'renoh speaking 
Belgians, in the east. The Flemish sre strongly pro-German. 

11. A certain amount of irritation is evident aa a 
result of Belgian shipping being held up for contraband 
examination but the majority of businsss men are philosophical 
and take the long view. 

Vlth the country on a war footing business is 
pretty well at a standstill. The dooks were dead. 

18. Indications of pro-B P itlah sympathy are not lacking. 

I waa informed by the Consul -General that - 

(i) Oompaniea who supplied barges for the Allies in 

the laat war have volunteered their servioes 

in this war. 

(ii) The -Flandrla dteamship Company" is ready to place 
their fleet of ferry type snipe at our disposal 
I and also to oolleot and re-condition a number of 

I email craft dispersed in 1919-80 should such be 

» required. • • . • 
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required by Greet B r itain. 
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la. In clear weather the navigation of tha Soheldt 

should preeent no difficulties to a British warship provided 
tha various aids to navigation are functioning. 

In low risibility tha services of a pilot are 
strongly reoonmended. 

If a Scheldt pilot cannot be obtained the Osptsins 
of the L.H.B.R. ■teasers 8.8's Bruges - Malinee - Antwerp 
would be competent to oarry out this duty. The Captain of 
the Bruges is the firet choice. 

Mr. Horace Vine - a one tine Eng.Lt.Odr. now 
believed to be at Harwich who wee until recently berthing 
officer for tankers at Antwerp * also has considerable 
local knowledge. 

14. The depth of water in the Scheldt is smple at all 

states of the tide for a deatroyer to reach pointe well above 
Antwerp. The river i B wide enough for her to turn. 

Ihere are numeroue aueys hetwean the Docks and 
Hoboken - eee Plans 1, 2 and 5 - alongside which a destroyer 
and in most cases a 10,000 ton cruiser could berth. Alps 
op to 13,000 tons have discharged cargo at Hemixan - six 
slice above Antwerp. 



■part ( for Troops) . 

15. As a destroyer can go alongside abreast of and in 
oloee proxlmit*. to any objectives likely to he earmarked for 
destruction the transport of personnel and explosives should 
not arise. 

16. Should water transport be required the following 
le availablat- 

(1) 



(l) The "FltndrU" flMt. Approximately eight ship* 

Of the n 9W eteemor type" - cepaoity 100-200 un. 

(11) Two motor omImm - about 4ft ft. long, 
speed 20 toots. 

(ill) Too "chryo-oraft" - opood boat typo - 88 knot.. 

(11) ana (111) are at the disposal of ttr.Rex Newman, 

86, Qua! Jordeans. They are for ssle. 



17. It Is important to bear in nind that In the event 
of an emergency all motor vehlolee and all petrol In Belgium 
Is commandeered by the State - a proportion of this has 
already been oonocrlptod. 

18. About a doson private ears, the property of the 
Consul-General, Haval Control staff, etc., together with 
petrol and driver are exenpt and should be available. 

19. It la probable that a few commercial lorrlee could 
bo obtained at short notice. 

in addition Mr. Vhip? (Vice-consul at Ghent) seemed 

confident that hia fleet of lorries conslotlns of:- 

9-5 ton lorries. 

8 - ft ton lorries. 

1-10 ton lorry. 

1 - 56 seater char-a-banc. 

would not bo commandeered In the event of a etato of 

emergency being declared. 

SO. The total oil store go capacity at Antworp Is Just 

under one million tons. The bulk of thle Is at Hoboken 
(oeo Plan No.4) situated about 8 mlloo up river from Antwerp 

and 18 owned by vsrious nationalise. 

A oooond lnetellation, Antworp Oil iharves Ltd. , 
a British oone.ru. at Hemlxon (70,000 tons) is al" on tho 
front, six ■**• «P *■* <*" ( " 6 

A. .... • 



7. 

ft* 

A third Inst a 11 at ion, Haffioeries Beige da Petroles 
3. A., (capacity 108,000 tons) la sotuelly In the Jock. (eee 
Air Photograph Ho.l). 

Rota: Tono ara ma trie tona - about 8,000 Xba. 
depending on tha 3.0. of tha foal. 

81. Tha oapaoltlaa of tha various installations ara 

shorn In Appandlx Z. 

Tha actual amount in atook varies dally tout la 
approximator ona- third of tha total capacity. Tha atocke 
hald in Antwerp on Uth October 1989 wore aa follows: - 



- 98,094 tona. 

Karoslne - 9,400 " 

Oaa oil - 48,000 ■ 

Puol oil - 86,000 » 

Marina dioaol - 80,000 w 

Lubricating oil - 88,000 ■ 

Crude oil - 81,000 " 

28. By law all fuel tanka muat too lnaida bunds and 

sauoara sufficient to take a quarter of the capacity of the 
tanks. 

The majority of those saucers have a rain water 
drain (controlled) . which would allow oil to he run off 
Into tha river If deolred, 

88. Aa light and hoary oil tanka are nixed up 

indiscriminately there should he little difficulty of 
setting fire to any Inatallatlon. 

84. All inatallations hara wharveo alongalde which 

•hips up to 18,000 tons can berth. 



88. The lay-out of the Dooka la shown in Plana 1, 8 

and 8. 



86. The deatruotion of the look gatea ( acme of them 

double) at the four entrance, to the Scheldt should present 



ii . . . 



dlffiomltiee. 

The entrances srei- 

(1) Kruissohana 31uie. 
2 Roysrs 81uia. 
8) Kattsndook 91ula. 
[4) Bonaparte 3luia. 
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Road bridge, of the cantilever type apan the above 
look entmnoco and oould be mad* an addod obstruction. At 
various point a inaido tha dooka entrances to looks, ha sine 

and dry dooka oould bo similarly blocked. 



88. There are over 8,000 bargee rogiatorod in Belgiun 
varying from tha small 100/160 ton horse and woman drawn 
wooden barge to the 1,000/1,500 ton self-propelled bargee 
(apeed 6 knots) used for international traffic 

89. At any one tine there are 1,000/1,200 bargee in 
Antwerp. 

80. The Inland and River water routes of Belgiun - the 
Rhine etc, , ere ehown in Plana Mo. 6 and 7. 

81. The barges are run by families who live on board 
slvaya. 



88. urge Quantities of oemant are available should it 

be deoided to carry out blocking oporatlona with bargea. 



88. Tag*. 

There are 40 01 ty Dock tugs and 86 River toga. 
The latter are stationed at Antwerp, Ternanaen (Dutch - at 
the entrance to the Ghent Canal), Flushing and Zeebrugge. 
They vary from 1,800 to 800 horse power end are fitted with 
wireleee. 

84« • . i • 
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t*. Dredger^ 



9. 



There are six bucket dredgers owned hy the Sooiete 
' Oenerele de Dragage and are to Da found in Antwerp »oada, 
Antwerp Doom and In the Albert Canal. 

S6. a«lT»«o Planta. 

Kxtenaiwe aalwage plente are available In Antwerp 
I belonging to the Onion do Rendquage at da 3auwetage. 
15 • Qoal Jordaene. 



Note: This flm haa plaoed ealwage tuge etc. 

YTT fully -< a <----,rj fnr 

event 



fully equipped at Oatend waiting for 
atualitiee. 



2^ Britiah Legation, 

mmm The Haffua ' 

29th October, 1939. 



Dear Alee, 

Your letter of October 12th. 

At lunch to-day Holman hud on opportunity of meeting 
Hirschfeld, Director Qenerol of the riiniotry of Economic 
Affairs, and took the occasion to raise the question of 
the Dutch Gold reserve in the course of his conversation. 
Hirsolifeld told him that, although it might have been 



kept secret from the Bank of England, it was a fact that 
t«0 thl*dfl Of the Dutch Gold reserve was at present in 
the united 3tates of America and South Africa, most of it 
being in the former. HolBan tried to draw him on the 
question of the security of the remainder in Holland in the 
event of German aggression, citing German action in Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, etc. Mr. Hirschfeld appeared to think that 
the German Government would not pay particular attention 
to Dutch gold. The question of bearer securities was not 
mentioned. 

It is possible that the hint conveyed to Hirschfeld, 
who is an intelligent man, may not have fallen on completely 
stony ground. 

Yours ever, 

(sd) hevtlv; bland. 



The Honourable 

Sir Alexander Oadogan, G.G.U.G., C.R., 



q0 PY. * British Legation, \ % 

SECRET, 1,10 " Q Cuo. 

29th October, 1939. 



Dcr.r Alec, 

As Snouok (your opposite numbor hero), iiy brother-in- 
law and I were sitting over our second glass of port Inst 
night, and the convocation was becoming froo and unrestrained, 
I got an opportunity to ask 3. what he thought he was going 
to do with all their oil at Rotterdam when the Germans came 
In: surely they wouldnH lot then have it, would they ? 
He said they'd just sot a natch to it. I said surely it 
would take rathor nore than that ? He said "Oh no, it's 
quite easy to destroy it, and anyhow I don't think there's 
much there". 

Actually I am advised that exporto consider that, if 
the stuff wore fired on a rising tide, the whole of Rotterdam 
would be burnt ! 

in haste to catch the bag. 

Yours ever, 

(□D) IIEVILH TiLAHD. 



/ 1 



MOST SECRET. 



30 th October, 1939. 



Dear Morton, 

One of the results of the meeting we held on 
Monday, 9th October, to consider the measures to be taken 
in Holland and Belgium in the event of an invasion by- 
Germany was the despatch to Holland by the Admiralty of a 
Naval Captain, who travelled as a courier and stayed at 
the British Legation, with instructions to examine on the 
spot the tasks that would fall to him in the event of the 
emergency postulated. 

I have Just read his report on a visit to 
Amsterdam, the Hook and Rotterdam. Though mainly 
objective and technical in character, it contains a 
certain amount of information which may be useful to you 
in connection with economic warfare and especially the 
prevention of oil from reaching Germany. I enclose the 
relevant extracts, which relate entirely to the port of 
Rotterdam. 

Yours sincerely, 



Major D.J.F. Morton, C.M.G., M.C., 
Ministry of Eeonomic Warfare 



MOST SECRET. 



50th October, 1939, 



My dear Foley, 

One of the results of our meeting at Richmond 
Terrace on the 9th October to consider the measures to be 
taken In Holland and Belgium in the event of an invasion 
by Germany was the despatch by the Admiralty of a Naval 
Captain, who travelled as a courier and stayed at the 
British Embassy, Brussels, end the Consulate-General, 
Antwerp, with Instructions to examine on the spot the 
tasks that would fall to him in the event of the emergency 
postulated. 

I have Just read his report. Though mainly 
objective in character, it conteins a few extracts which 
might be useful to you In connection with this subject. 
I enclose the relevant extracts. 



Sir Julian Foley, C.B 
Ministry of 81 



aosx secret . 50th October , W9m 

Dear Nicholl, 

I have read the report on the visit of certain 
Naval Officers to Rotterdam, the Hook of Holland and 
Antwerp, and have forwarded extracts from the report to 
Major Morton of the Ministry of Economic Warfare and to 
Sir Julian Foley of the Ministry of Shipping. 

I enclose copies of the letters to Morton and 
— Foley forwarding the extracts from the report. 

I have also sent copies to Lord Chatfleld and 
to Admiral Sinclair. 

Perhaps you would show this letter and enclosures 
to Colonel Jacob, who is interested from the point of view 
of Belgium and Holland. 



Captain A.D. Hicholl, R.I., 

Offices of the War Cabinet 




There appeared to be 4 rap in Installations, 2 of stolen 
belong to Shell and 1 to Esso. 

••• ••• ••• 

Ksso tanks are, horever, Apparently built on ground 
ISXSL «ntJ then a barrier has been built up around the tanks to 
a height of fbout 4 feet. It is from this installation that 
German barges leave almost every night end I mm ■ large 
Nor*egi*n tanker at this berth, 

••• ••• ••• 

These works crc the largest in size of any buildings 
In Rotterdam enti I have no trie* how a demolition party would 
start to work to damage sny Vital part of it. 
Barges ,. 

German Rhine barges were very much in evidence «nd 
seemed to be doinc a very big trade. In addition | large 
nuaber are laid up in the 'Aaalhaven. I under stand that the 
carrying cepacity of the largest barge if somewhere about 4,000 
tons. 
Xc&Aft* 

Almost the principal trade at present eppears to be 
the establishment of German cosl to Italy. Thin joer. do»n the 
Rhine by b: rge to Rotterdam where it is transferred to see-going 
steamers. I enclose I cutting from "The Deily Telegraph" of 
24th October on this subject which may be of interest. 

••• ••• ... 

X waa led to believe that a large amount of oil Is 
arriving at Rotterdam anil guaranteed by the Dutch Government as 
being required for consumption in Holland. a large proportion 
of it leaves daily for Germany by Rhine Urges. 



i . 

u 



/ 



mama tarn ami a*mm& getter amu im 



The "Deutsche All gene lne ^cltiing" oeys, under 
the heading "Coel as Uonoy*. thr.t In future & large p*rt 
of Gtrtwri payment* obro*d will hare to be rude by corI 
deliveries. 



The newspaper kAAt thct the Geruan production 
of 186,000,000 tons rill be increased by 40,000,000 tons 
from Polish territory, thus asking Qeraeny second only 
to the United States M eo&l producer. 



151 



&ttr£St frog I report by Caataln Harold Hickiiae. 
BP B vli-.lt ro /ntr«^ 




12. Indications of pro-British symp; thy arc not lacking. 
I was lnforsed by the Consul-Genera 1 thet - 



(11) The "FlandrlH Rtesreshlp Company" is retdy to piece 
their fleet of ferry type ship?! i t our disposal end 
alao to collect and re-condi tlon i. number of 3m«U 
craft dispersed In 1919-70 should such be required 
by Greet Britain. 

toUftUaaia lafonafittm. 

15. In clear we?ther the navigation of the Scheldt should 
present no difficulties to a British warship provided the 
various olds fco navigation ftp* functioning. 

In low visibility the services of I pilot *;re 
strongly recommended. 

If a Scheldt pilot cannot be obtained the Captains of 
the L.S.E.R. steamers (3.8. »e Bruges - Hallnes - Antwerp would 
be competent to carry out thla duty. The Captrln of the 
Brugen Is the first choice. 

Mr. Horace Vine - ■ one time Eng.Lt.Cdr. now believed 
to be ct Htrwlch who was until recently berthing officer for 
tankers at Antwerp - also has considerable Ue»l knowledge. 



28. There are over 8,000 barges registered in Belgium 
varying from the small 100A«50 ton horse and woman drawn wooden 
berge to the l f 000/l 4 500 ton salf-propelled barges (Speed 6 
knots) used for International traffic. 

29. At *ny one time there ere l,0O0A,2OO barges in 
Antwerp. 

30. The Inland and River water routes of Belgium - the 
Rhine, etc., are shown In Plana Nos. 6 and 7. 



Com?; nles who supplied berg 
last war heve volunteered tfi 




... 



Barker . 



31. Tho barges are run by fnailios who live on board 
always. 

??. Large quantities of Cerent are available should it be 
deeided to carry out blocking operations with barges. 

33. 2uft&. 

There are 40 City Dock tugs and 36 River tugs. The 
latter are stationed at Antwerp, Ternansen (Hutch - at the 
entrance to the Ohcnt Crnal), Flushing and Zeebruggc. They 
very fron 1,200 to 5>00 horse power tad are fitted with tireless, 

34. Dredgers . 

There St* six bucket dredger.? ovmed by the Pociete 
Qeserele de Dregage and are to be tmmA in Antwerp Roads, 
Antwerp Docks and in the Albert Canal. 

35. Sal vo ire Plants . 

Extensive salvage plant! are available in Antwerp 
ttilmiflng to the Union de Remdsue.g« et de fieuvstage, 
1*5, Cual Jordsens, 

Motet Thie fin has pieced sf.lvage tugs, etc., 
fully e nipped fct Ostor.d waiting for 
eventualities. 




mm 



MINISTRY OP ECONOMIC WARFARE, 
Houghton Street, 

Aldwych, W.C. 2. 

MOST SECRET. 



31sit Oartobep, 1939. 



Thank you very much for your Most Secret 
letter of the 30th October with extracts from the 
report to the Admiralty of a certain naval captain. 

I am perhaps most interested in his 
statement regarding the alleged passage to Germany 
of large quantities of oil from Holland. It is 
extraordinarily hard to get proof of this, but so 
widespread and circumstantial are the many reports 
and rumours that I do not feel we ought to regard 
them all as moonshine. The opposite view to mine 
is held, however, in many quarters. 

Yours Binoerely, 





With reference tn y I ttt»p J 16287/0 of October 12th 
nnd subsequent correspondence ab..ut the Mtnm which 
hi»ve "been under consideration to meet the eventuality 
of a ften-.an lnvasi n of Belfilur., I enclose o ourouary of 
the notion to ho tnkon if una when the invasion occurs. 

?. You will oee fpon parre 1 of the mammary thut 
what is required of you is 

i (a) to bfmi on ho Belgian g tf f eg MBM tt the 
irr ortnnoe of prevent in;; UBi ti cf wilitury or 
economic velue from foiling into the hands of the 
enemy; 

(b) to ask thfl Belgian "lover taunt whether the 
co-operation Of the British forces in this work 
would be welcome ■ nu , if so, to inform them of the 
plana which hove .... en . aae and are ready to be 

inp lamented j 

Co)... 

The Right Honourable 

Sir :.H. Cllve, r..o.'. ! .n. 4 

Sir H. Bland, K.C.V.O., C.M.&., 



/ 



i 



(o) in the event of a favourable answer to the 
above o.uestloii, to make, with the help of the 
3ervice Attaches, all the necessary arrangements to 
eoeure the safe arrival of the British forces and 
their reception by the Belgian authorities; 
(a) to r port immediately to the Foreign office 
v/hether the Belgian Government are willing to 
accept our co-operation. 



{ 3. The secretary of Stute wishes you to regard 
the present letter and itB enclosure as your instructions 
to uot accordingly in the event of an invasion of 
Belgium by Gemany. 



(8d) A. CADOGAN 






- RSCRfiT- 



Reference No. 14/ ';l/ll6. 



2nd November, 19]59. 




I enclose a copy of a letter from the 
British Military Attache in Brussels, which is very 
interesting. 

Unless our Attach* is unduly optimistic, 
there is a fair prospect that the Belgians, if 
attacked, will do everything needful, both inland 
and at the ports. He doubt our 00 -operation will 
be of great value, but we may have to walk warily 
when the time comes to propose it. I .'o not think 
any change in our plans is indicated. 




The Rt. Hon. Lord Ilanlcey, 

G.C.3., G.C.I.I.G., G.C.V.O. 



> 

i 



COPY . 




The V»ar Office, 
Whitehall, 
S.W.I. 



1 



M.I.Inf .158. 



SECRET . 



1st November, 1939- 



Dear Jacob, 

I am sending you the attached copy of a 
letter from Llake, our If. A. in Brussels, to van 
Cutsem. 

I understand that Commandant Goor is a 
sailor and is on the Belgian Board of Admiralty. 
I am sending copies to Godfrey and Buss. 



Yours sincerely, 



(Sgd.) V.E. VAIJ CUTS2M. 



Lieut. -Colonel E.I. C.Jacob, R.E 
Cabinet Offices, 
Richmond Terrace, 
S.W.I. 



P Y. 



British Embassy , 
Brussels. 

28th October, 1939- 



)k7 



Dear Brigadier, 

A good op ortunity presented itself yesterday 
to have Commandant Goor to dinner, as the Naval 
Attache was staying with me. 

During the evening, Commandant Goor disclosed 
to me that all preparations had been made for dealing 
with the shipping at Antv/erp, that is, as regards 
Belgian ships. Ue said that their arrangements 
included tne getting away to safety of all Belgian 
shipping, and arrangements for blocking the channel of 
the SCHELDT at short notice. 

He also said that full preparat ons had been made 
for increasing the traffic at the other Belgian ports, 
such as Zeebrugge and Ostend, if Antv.em ceased to 
function owing to enemy action. 

As regards the barges on the canal, he said that 
this was a matter for the General Staff, That they had 
obviously done something about it, but that it was not 
his sphere of action. He said he would try and find out 
and let me know in due course. 

I think we need have no worries about the Belgian 
preparations, which are probably very complete, though 
they cannot tell us what they arc* for the usual 
neutrality reasons. 

I hope it is not our intention to block 
Zeebrugge and Ostend immediately the Belgium; become 
involved, as Commandant Goor told me that he also had 
complete arrangements prepared for this eventuality. 



-1- 



I doubt If I shall get anything out of the 
General Staff at all, and it may 'nterest you to know 
that my French colleague has been given a broad hint 
not to visit the General Staff for the present. a e 
probably overdid his visits, in fact, I* am sure he did, 
and this is the result. Colonel Laurent is now 
offended, and says he will not go near them again. 

I am not in the saue position as he is, as I 
saw the danger of these frequent visits, and shall 
continue to tread carefully when in the; neighbourhood 
of Avenue de Cortenberg. I may thus succeed in 
avoiding a similar hint being given to me. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) F.A.A. BLAKE. 




Brigadier V/.E. van Cutsem, O.B.E. , M.C., 
D.D.8.I., The War Office. 



I If 



2nd November, 1959- 



My dear Jacob, 

Many thanks for your letter (14/31/116) of the 
2nd November, enclosing a copy of a letter from the 
British Military Attache in Brussels. 

I agree that this interesting letter does not 
change our plans, though possibly it might deserve a 
reference either in our next revision or in my next report 
to the Cabinet, which need not be for some time. 

By the way, are the Foreign Office going to send 
to the Ambassador at Brussels and to the Minister at The 
Hague our paper setting forth their respective responsi- 
bilities? 

Yours sincerely, 



Lt.-Col. E.I.C. Jacob, R.E 
Offices of the War Cal 



0" 

SECRET. 



-C0PY - 



KIHI3TRY OF SHIPPING. 



3rd November, 1959. 




1^ 



Eepr Colonel Jacob, 

With reference to your letter of the 17th 
October I have already sent you a co. y of a rote on the 
subject of Belgian barges, to which at the present moment 
there is nothing to add. 

With reference to my letter of the 10th October 
Si fo:i^gew Agnett has r.ov. seen his informant in such 
matters, from whom ha gathered that the Dutch do not think 
that the eventuality considered is likely to occur. If 
it does occur they will fight and they have made 
preparations for the destruction in 12 hours of the oil 
stores at the Ports. She tankers villi be got agayj if 



thTs is not possible the idea Is to destroy therr too. 

, 1 — - ,, I, ^^M^X-U^Omm.^. 



Yours slne.er.eiyj 

(Signed) J. FOLEY. 



Lieut. -Col. 3.J.C. Jacob. 





In Jacob's absence I am sending you a copy of a 
letter received from the Foreign Office from E.M. 
Ambass; dor in Brussels to Sir Alexander Cadogan, about 
the action to be taken in the event of a German 
invasion of Belgium. It is, of course, possible that 
you may have received a copy direct from the Foreign 
Office. 

I have sent copies r.lso to the three Service 
Departments . Will you please let me know if there 
is anything you want me to do before Jacob r. .-turns 
tomorrow. 




The Right Hon. Lord Hankey, 

G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O. 



Brltlah EmbeaBy, 
Broaaela. 

^fi^X' an* November, 1939. 

Dear Oadogan, 

I have given careful thought to the varioue questions rata ad 
in your Secret latter 0 16287/0 of Ootober UJth on the general 
aubjeot of the action to ba taken, in the event of Belgium 
bein, invaded, with a view to obtaining for ouraelvea, or 
denying to the enemy, military and economic aaseta in thia country. 
8- It ia, ae you any, axiomatic that in the event of any German 
attack on Belgium, the latter would realst to the utmoat of her 
'.bllity and at once call upon ua to implement our guarantee. The 
King, no leaa than the Oovemment, ia however determined not to 
take any a tape in advance of invasion which might be held in any 
way to compromlee Belgium' a neutrality in the eyea of Germany. And 
juat aa the Government have refused to embark on any kind of Staff 
contacta ao would they, I feel sure, decline to conoert with ua in 
advance in regard to the questions raiaad In your letter, Whilst, 
however, that la the attitude of the oovemment, It la poaalble that) 
a good deal can be done by mean a of cautloua approach through 
private individuals, bankera, Industrie 11 eta and officials whoae 
continents are ao pro-Ally ae to make them willing to conaider the 
problems in queatton and to do their beat to further any 
auggeationa we may put to thera regardless of the official view. 

3. In the above connexion you win have seen from my secret 
telegram to you of Ootober 17th that the very important queationa 
of thc gold reeerve and of negotiable securities have already 

Jhe attention of Jthe Governors of the Hatl onal Bank end the 

V m r ™ a ^' 1 011611 ° f Couree tak " ever y opportunity that 
SSSSlS^OSSTtk convaaationa with bankera to emphasise the 
n60 ? a .. , i^ of Jpreoautlonary meaaurea being taken In regard to 
negotiable securities. ***** — —- — 

4. From the enclosure In this letter, recording a conversation 
The Honourable 

81r Alexander Oadogan, O.C.U.O., o.b. which/ 



\ 



whloh the Naval Attache had with Commandant Ooor of the farina 
Administration, you will see that the Belgians era fully olive to 
the necessity of preparing plan a, whloh they appear indeed to here 
donej^ady, for denying to the enemy the uee Of the principal 
porta and that measures are in hmid for the destruction of JUel 
and other stores ^Antwerp. As Captain 3ohofield very tnly 
observes, the Belglana believe that given adequate support by the 
Allies, they would be able to hold up a German advance for some 
conaiderable time during which opportunity would be provided for 
putting into effect mensurea that have already been planned. 



Colonel Blake, though he has for obvious reasons not been able to 



discuss these mattere with the General Staff, is of the opinion that 
the military authorities are quite aware of the neaeeaity of 
preventing valuable stocks of material falling into tho hands of the 
enemy and he considers it improbable that they have overlooked any 

etysjsjBSjf 

of the important steps which would require to be taken in the event 
of a successful invasion by aemany. 

5. As regards the air, the same difficulty arises for theJUr 
Attache as in the oaae of the Military Attache; he clearly cannot 
moke a frontal attack on tho Air Staff. On the other hand he has 
already by devious methods been able to ascertain that the Air 
Staff have made preparations to provide the Allied forces on the 
outbreak of war with all details of their requirements and plans, 
together wit , aerial photographs of proposed strategic targets. The 
Air Attach* is farther satisfied that plans^ave already been 
considered, if not finally decided upon for the destruction of air 
material and aerodromes. The question of the evacuation of civil 
aircraft and peraonnel, aa well as that of military aircraft will 
of course be taken up so soon as neceeaary after the outbreak of war 
fl. as regards the removal or destruction of part ion lor machine 
tools it would be preferable that our approach should be made aa 



suggested in paragraph 81 of your letter to the Belgian industrial 

vnmuaetO'Wf > ■ * 

inter sts./ 



- i& 

intereata. The mm iwric applies to the removal of atoaka of 
metala. You will hare aaen however from the MinlBtry of Economic 
Warfare deapatoh No.18 of the 19th Ootobor, that the only metale, 
the removal of which appaare now to be under consideration art 
cobalt and uraniuia. The ntock of nlekal is already reduced to a 

•"*'" ~" ■ k*^~"*ai«l«... , ......... ... .. 

minimum, whilst I understand that it it intended to maintain Btoeka 
of copper at approximntely their preaent level, i.e. 50-40,000 
tona. If further pressure is to be brought to bear with a view 

• r, n | |f>l , , 

to the removal of metale, the total .tooks of which, according 
to the Governor of the aooiete Qanerale . were reported in ray 
despatch B.W. 166 of the 17th October, I suggest that It might be 
done unofficially possibly by Lord atonehaven, who is a director 
of the Uni on Mlnlhre and thus in contact with the principal Belgian 
metal interest!. 

7. If and when a suitable occasion offers the Military Attache 
propooea to call again on Q<nral Van Overatraeton, the prlnc pal 
Aide-de-Camp of the King and one of the moat Important military 
influences in the country. If ho finds the atmosphere favourable, 
but not otherwiaa, he will broach such questions as have not 
already been adequately covered by the steps already taken. But 
in view of the position the Oeneral holds and of his attitude of 
rigid neutrality, It will be clearly neooonary to proceed with 
caution. 

8. Meanwhile I think we can assume that the Belgians will not 
be caught napping, the warning they have had of impending danger 
having given them ample time to make their plana. 



(3gd,) R.H. CLXVE. 



C °flL MOST SECRET 

REFERENCE SHEET 

Prom.. The Naval Attache, Brueaele and to.. Director of Naval 
™ Hague. intelligence. 

Date.. 29th October 1989. Ko . . 00 7 0 /39 



Subject Belgian plana in the event of invaaion. 



With reference to your Reference Sheet No. 16, dated 13th 
October 1939 and the Memorandum on Dutch and Belgian Reuourcee 
enclosed therewith, the following information with regard to 
plana prepared by the Belgian authorities In the event of a 
auccesaful Invaaion of Belgium by Germany, wbb obtained from 
Commandant Ooor conaeiller Maritime to the Belgian Government 
during the course of converaation after a dinner given by the 
Military Attache at his flat at Brueaels on Prlday 27th October 
1939. 

2. Antwerp. plana are In existence for the speedy evacuation 
of all Bhipping in the port, which will be routed to French or 
British portB, with the exception of a certain number of ships 
which will be retslned for Binking In the channel In the 
approaches to the port. stocks of fuel and other stores will 
be destroysd and plana for doing so are in hand. 
3 - Ohent, Brugea, zecbrug ge, and Qatend . Lock gates In the 
0 _ nt^ ■ nce • t0 »• c * nalB «*U °« destroyed. ships and bargea 

«... • .' l: , ...J*k* 

will bs sunk in du It able positions In the harbours. 
4. Ho indicstlon whatever was given to commandant Ooor that 
any plans to sssist with the destruction of material etc. had 
been prepared, but the impreseion gained was that the whole 



mBttsr had been carefully considered by the Belgian authorities, 
the only exception being the removal of the canal bargee, which 
Commandant ooor made a note of and aald that he would talk to the 
Ministry of Inlsnd ".aterwaya sbout. It is desired to point out, 

however/ 
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however, that It 1b the rinn belief of the Belgian authorities 
thet their .ray will be able to hold up a German advance for 
eome considerable time especially If they received a meeeure of 
eupport from allied troops, the eituatlon being In no way""~ 



comparable to that which exleted In 1914. It ia not the 
Intention, therefore, of the Belgian authorities to commence 
the deetructlon of their property until Buch time as it ie 
clearly evident that the country op a portion of It, ia likely 
to fall Into the handa of the enemy and it ia conaidered that 
any efforta on our part to do bo prematurely would meet with 
conBiderable oppoaitlon. on the Naval aide I am confident that 
we can rely on the whole-hearted eupport of commandant ooor, 
when the time comes to take him into our confidence. Hie 
BympathiBB are entirely pro-BrltiBh and In addition I hare 
foiraed the opinion that he li a moat capable administrator. 

CAPTAIN F.N. 



a 1 S R E T. 



9th Ifbveraber, 1939. 



Lieut. Col. Jaoob. 

I enclose a copy of Captain Aylmer* 8 report 
on his visit to Flushing and The Hague. There is 
little new in it to bring to the attention of 
Lord Hankey. 

With reference to his laBt paragraph under 
the heading of Ymulden, this opinion coincides with 
that of H.M. Minister at The Hague and I do not propose 
to send an officer to Ymulden for the present. Yrauiden 
was the least important of the four reconnaissances to 
be carried out and we are fortunate to have done the 
other three. 




Vice Admiral. 



8 E 0 R E I. 
YICB ADMIRAL BINNBY'S OOa-lMITTEB. 



(1) Pr ogramme of VI alt. 

JLat. 



0988 Left Victoria by train. 

1100 Arrived Brighton. 

1150 Shoreham airport. 

1300 Took off in K.L.M. aircraft. 

1500 Arrived Amsterdam airport. 

Drove by K.L.M. car to their office 
at she Hague. 

1600 Uet by car and driven to H.B.M. Legation 
at The Hague. 

1630 Received by Sir N. Bland, K.C.V.O. ,C.M.O. , 
H.B.H. Minister at The Hague. 

1700 Proceeded to Chancery and discussed 
future programme with Naval Attache 
(Captein Schofleld). 

1945 Attended a dinner party at the British 
Legation. 



a.m. Naval Attach* arranged to call on the 

British Vice Consul, de Bruyne (a Dutohman), at 
Flushing on Friday November 3rd. I was Invited to 
accompany him and both of us to lunch at the Vice 
Consul* s house and be motored round the district of 
Vllssingen (Flushing) - Walcheren Island. 

This forenoon a state of siege vua 
proclaimed by the Dutch Government in frontier 
municipalities and at other polnto of lmportanee In 
the defence scheme. This included Flushing and In 
fast the whole 1 aland of Walcheren. 

Special.... 
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Special Passes to visit Flushing vers 
obtained by the Naval Attache" signed by General Tan 
Oorechet, head of the H.I. at The Hague, without which 
we should hare been unable to carry out our projected 
Tisit. 




0915 Left The Hague with Naval Attache by train. 

1250 Arrived at Flushing (via Rotterdam and 
Dordrecht - two changes). 

Met on arrival by M. de Bruyne the Vice Consul, 
who is in business at lilddleburg. We first drove in an 
open ear to the Vice Consul's office on the front, which 
has a Lloyd's signal station on the roof and an office 
fer the Port Pilots next door. (This off toe Is in a 
very convenient position for watching the movements of 
ships entering and leaving the Schelde). 

In order to avoid any interference de Bruyne 
had previously informed the Colonel Commanding the 
district, a friend of his. he would be driving round 
the island with two friends. This had the desired 
effect and actually our passes were never asked for 
throughout the day. 

(2) Visit to Yllsslnjten (F i««hin ff ) T 

(a) My first impression of the place waa that it 
covered a considerably larger area than the charts and 
nape of the place would lead one to suppose. as the 
whole island was under martial law we had to ft 
eonewhat elroumspeotly about our toura. M. de Bruyne 
wan Mst obliging and drove ue round slowly in an open 
car. I noticed he ahut the hood up occasionally , 
presumably when about to pane a sentry, but not when 

there* . • 



8. 



was anything Important to see. The station was 
guarded with Naval and Military centric a and indeed armed 
guards were net with intermittently all orer the Island. 

(■) 911 fn^i ymfefc Plan No.42 0.B.1819, shows the 
position of the main oil tanks. I counted eone thirty 
tanks warying in else: I was told that most of then 
contained Crude oil and were not goTernnent owned hut run 
by a commercial fin. 

There were four other large oil tanks in a 
position s little north of the railway station apparently 
in the Hawal zone. Some of the oil tanks were In pits 
similar to those at Rotterdam and others built on the 
ground lewel with a low harrier huilt around then. The 
whole were oontalned in an area which was hounded hy an 
Iron and harhsd wire fence and It was not possible to get 
a close-up wiew. 

There was a tall chimney and power station 
adjacent to the commercial oil tank depot. 

(e) Docks. A mew large dry doek hss now been 

Naval Attach*. 

I noticed a cruiser building on the stocks and a 
new submarine afloat in the basin. The old training ship 
NOORD-BRABAKT is permanently moored alongside the Naval 
ease in the Inner Haven, and is used ee a barracks in 

A sloop wms docking in a email dry dock, reputed 
to have been opened in the reign of King William and 
Queen Mary. 

The Naval base covers en extensive area which 
Includes huts and a mine depot. I noticed two small 
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warships noored tx P alongside, these may have Dun 
minelayers. I was told a large number of mines were 
kept here and that this was the main mining depot. The 
whole naval anal ©sure was hounded by a high Iron and 
harhed wire fenee. 

(d) Minefields, The Deurloo Channel hae been 
mined by the Dutch and nines are constantly breaking 
adrift. The mines are mid to he Vlckere make and the 
mooring rotten.' The pilots Bee many of these mines 
floating about. 

(e) The Valoharen Canal runs straight to Hiddlehurg 
and on to Verre, the same width and depth throughout its 
length. Reported to he 8 metres deep. The eaeieet 
berth to take up in the harbour is adjoining the Railway 
Jetty which le the jetty passenger steamers use st the 
present time. 

(f) There is little trade and the passenger traffic 
1b very quiet since war began. Steamers which used to 
ply between Flashing and Harwich twice daily now run three 
tripe a fortnight. 

(g) I gained the impreeelon that the garrison of the 
I eland of tfalcheron holds a large number of Military and 
Naval personnel. I was told that any house found empty 
wee immediately commandeered by the Military. 

M. do Bruyne's house nearly Buffered that fate, whilst 
the house waa undergoing repairs and he had to return 
with hie family and camp la a roofless house to avoid 
forfeiture to the Military. His farm buildings end 
stables, which he eold off separately to the house, hawe 
the military already installed. 

(h) 



». 

(n) MlddWVyg, In the afternoon we continued our 
tonr of Valeheren and visited first Middleburg and than 
Verre. In the former town we went to the Town Hall, 
Ouildhall , Cathedral and the East India Doeka old 
building. Many of the townsfolk were wearing the 
national dress and cloge. 

There wss a barracks In the town and a number 
of soldiery about. 

The Canal rune straight through the town and on 

to Verre. 

(i) Verre. Contains a seaplane baee. I waa told 
the eeaplanee are either pulled up on the beach or moored 
at buoy a in the Inner harbour. It la a small base which 
we were not able to aee in detail. The approaches to 
Verre lead along Napoleon* e road and the fortifications 
and moats he had constructed are etill there. 

In various parts of the Island I waa informed 
that A/A defence e are in place. I waa not able to verify 
this though I aaw s detachment of A/A aoldlere. 

Ve concluded our tour before duak. I waa 
impressed with the Hawal and Military activity on the 
Island which appears to have e strong defence and ease to 
the conclusion that to attempt a landing and any form of 
demolition of Military objectives without the co-operation 
and permission of the Netherlands would be suicidal and 
impracticable. 

0680 Sailed from Flushing for Tilbury after 
sleeping the night on board. 

1500 Arrived Tilbury. 

fee informed by the Captain that he had 
paasad several floating mines off 
Flushing on the trip before, for that 
reason they do not now eail until daylight. 

17»0 Arrived London by train. 
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During this abort visit the main opinion I 
the strong endeavour of Holland to remain 
neutral. 

Off loora of Dutch amed foreea hare bean ordered 
to bold no conversations with our Naval, Military or Air 
Force Attaehes. 

Talking with the Netherlandere one feala that 
though outwardly they are 100* neutral, in their heart of 
heart a they are 100% (or nearly) pro-Allies, though they 
dare not Bhov thia openly. 

(a) The town a and ewon will age a hare their "dug-out* 
shelters. "Dug-out" la perhapa the wrong tern aa if you 
dig three feet down anywhere in the country you cone to 
wator, these therefore take the forn of ereotiana 
cobbled and graaaed over. 

(b) Britiah newepapera arrive regularly - usually 
one day late, though some papers do arrive by air nail 
on the day of issue. 

Oemsn newspapers and psriodieals flood the news 
agencies and bookstalls and I waa able to get a number of 
these and bring them baok with ne. 

The G e rman illustrated papers such as the 
"KdlBaohe Illustrisrte Zeitumg", -Die Wehrnaeht" and the 
"llttnehsr Illustrisrte Praams", to mention only three of 
the assy, are excellent propaganda, as they are well 
prepared with good photographs and above all cheap to 
boy. Whereas corresponding British papers suoh aa the 
-Illustrated London News", "Sphere" , etc. , though popular 
are too expansive to buy in comparison with their 



of those 
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periodicals and had no difficulty in purchasing than at 
any bookstall in Holland on the data of issue. 

The Kaval Attache told mo that he would ha ahle to 
□end those regularly hy Foreign Office hag, to thla 
country if dealred, ao getting up-to-date press info nation. 
I suggest they would he well worth obtaining, the 
illuetrated papers in particular giwe nuoh nore information, 
partloularly photographically, than waa the case in the 
laat war. 

The German papers are at present anhanajng the 
•0' boat campaign hy making puhlio heroes of it a 
personnel. Amy and Air Force Matter is relegated to a 
minor setting in all these papera. 

(o) Prose. British propaganda at the Hague suffers 
from working with a minute staff when compared with the 
large and efficient staff provided at the German Legation - 
I wae told this latter numbers over 40, many of whom are 
professional pressmen. 

I was told that the reason given for proclaiming 
a atate of siege waa due to the puhlio and preaa 
clamouring for newa on the subject of the country* a 
defence scheme. There haa been a good deal of individual 
apying going on and the Army haa now lost patience and 
taken this action to stop further trouble. 

(d) Wlahfml thinking. There appears to he a strong 
body of opinion in the country that if Holland were 
invaded B P italn would come to their help. On someone 
suggesting unkindly that it night take the same form aa 
help given to Poland they had no ready answer, hut there 
la no doubt they have great faith in England. 
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6 pok« to talked good English and seemed pleased to do ao, 
a large peroentage of goods in those shops were English. 

The stationers shops in particular had sll the 
latest English hooks and magazines. German newspapers 
and hooka were much in evidence too. 

The cost of living generally, at The Hague, 
appeared to he high in comparison to England. 

(b) The Military. Large nunhera of the Netherlands 
Army vera seen throughout the country. A large peroentage 
mounted on bicycle a. I was given to undar stand there le 
nothing the soldiers cannot do on hlcyelss. 

(o) Trade. The Dutch Government will apparently not 
sign any trade agreement with the Allies for fear of 
repercussions. It is extremely difficult therefore to 
control the passage of foodstuffs and war materiel destined 
for the enemy. I was given many instances of this. 

It was suggested as s partial solution of this 
problem that foreign firms and combines would be prepared 
to have a working agreement with Great Britain, not 
bringing the Dutch or Belgian Governments Into the scheme. 

(6) Ymulden. 

I consider it would be definitely unwise for a 
visit to be made to Ymulden at present for the following 
reasons 

(a) It Is in one of the erase declared to he 

in a state of siege. 

(b) There le no real excuse for s visit there. 

I wse told there were some 80 Polish trawlera at 
Ymulden In poor repair, the French having already purchased 

ths beet eight. 

The crews know when they are on a good wloket and 
prefer to stay put end wax fat on good Dutch food which 
they ere given gratia. 
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Demolition Partiea. 

5 main parties hare been told off aa follows :- 
1 for Rotterdam;*^ t*,H»* ^HA*~4 
1 for Amsterdam and Ymuiden; 
1 for Flushing. 

Each party consists of a Captain R.N. and 80 Naval 
Ratings trained in demolition. ^ CL^*wJl^ 

In addition there is an R.E. detachment about 60 strong^ 
and a similar tut smaller detachment for Ymuiden. 

Naval demolition parties are to tackle port facilities 
and coast defence guns. R.3. are to deal with demolition 
of oil reserves. 
Period of Notioe. 

The whole of the parties could leave Chatham in 3 
destroyers, 1 for each port, at 24 hourB notice. All stores 
are ready. R.B. would reach Chatham 12 hours from receipt 
of order, i.e., 12 hours before destroyers leave. 

Destroyers are not definitely told off but can be 
made available within this period. 
Previous Reconnaissance . 

The 3 Naval CaptainB have already reconnoitred their 
areas in plain clothes, y *=• *■ i+JteMk 

Co-operation with the Dutch. 

It is emphasised that owing to the small size of the 
parties little could be done without Dutch co-operation. So 
far no contacts have been made with the Dutch on the question 
of demolitions. 

r 1 1» i «o »»»> » 



BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. 



Measures tQ_be taken in the event of an 
Invasion by Germany. 



Shortly after the War Cabinet considered thl 
question on October 26th, the following action was 
taken. 

(1) The scheme was brought UD-to-date so as to 
embody the latest information. 

(2) A document was 'rawn up as<-ignin=r the 
responsibility for all action and defining 
that responsibility. 

(5) The Foreign Office on November 1st 

communicated the summary to the Ambassador 
at Brussels and the Minister at the Hague 
with a letter impressing upon them that 
their duties in an emergency were as follows: 

(a) To impress on the Government, to "hich 
they were accredited, the importance of 
preven ing assets of military or economic 
value from felling into the hands of the 
Enemy. 

(b) To ask the Government whether the co- 
operation of the British Forces in this work 
would be welcomed, and, if so, to inform 
them of the plans which had been made and 
were ready to be implemented. 

(c) In the event of a favourable answer to 
make, with the help of the Service 
Attaches, all the necessary arrangements 
to secure the safe arrival of the British 
Forces and their reception by the Dutch 
and Belgian authorities. 

(d) To report immediately to the Foreign 
Office whether the Government were rilling 
to accept our co-operation. 

(4) The Naval arrangements for sending 

destroyers to Dutch ports find Antwerp, and 
the Military arrangements for sending 
demolition detachments in those destroyers, 
with a view to assisting and supplementing 
the work of the Dutch and Belgian 
Governments, were tuned up and co-ordinated. 
The Military party is ready at 12 hours 
notice, and the destroyers are ready at 
24 hours notice. The Naval Captains*, who 
will be in charge of this work, have visited 
the ports at which they will operate (except 
Ymuiden) which is a small port. 

The destroyers are not definitely told off 
but can be made available within the 24 
hours 

The summary of the plan, excepting only 



the arrangements with regard to gold, was 
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communicated to the French Military authorities. 

News has been trickling in nearly every 
day, mostly from Naval, Military, Air and Diplomatic 
Attaches, who have carried out invaluable work in an 
informal way, which tends to show that both the 
Dutch and Belgian authorities are taking the question 
of demolitions very seriously. 

Here are a few details: 
Gold and Securities. 

There is nothing more to report, but 
Sir R. Clive confirms that the question of gold 
reserve ami negotiable securities has already 
engaged the attention of the Governors of the 
National Bank and the Soeiete General. The Ambassador 
will take every opportunity, in conversation with 
Bankers, to emphasise the necessity of precautionary 
measures in regard to negotiable securities. 

As to Holland, Sir Nevile Bland confirms 
on the authority of the Director-General of the 
Ministry of Economic Affairs that two- thirds of 
the Dutch gold reserve is at present in the U.S.A. 
and South Africa - most of it in the former. 

Although, as I previously reported, the 
Head of the Dutch National Bank is alive to the 
importance of this question, we have no positive 
evidence of arrangements made to withdraw the 
remainder of the gold reserve, and it is difficult to 
see what further action can be taken until the 
emergency arises. 
Oil . 

Holland . Information has been received 
from Mr. Kestler, a leading man in the oil industry 
in Holland, that the Dutch Military authorities have 
made all plans to destroy stocks of petroleum products 
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completely, and th* t they are satisfied that this 
can be done in a natter of 12 hours. The tankers 
will he sot away; if this is not possible, the idea 
is t;o destroy them too. This is confirmed from other 
sources. . 

Belgium. We have received information 
said to be "on unimpeachable authority" from a 
Mr. Godber, the oil expert, that the Belgian 
Government have made plans for the prompt iestruction 
of all oil stocks in the event of invasion. The 
Naval Attache reports that stocks of fuel and other 
stores at Antwerp will be destroyed, and that plans 
for doing so are in hand. The Military Attache 
also is of the opinion thet the Military authorities 
are quite av.are of the necessity of preventing 
valuable stocks of material falling into the hands 
of the Enemy, and he considered it Improbable thst 
they have overlooked any important steps. 

If the above information is correct, our 
men on the spot "'ill have to proceed rather 
cautiously in the event of an invasion of either 
Belgium or Holland. But I do not think re need alter 
our plans, which were laid on the assumption thrt 
the Belgian and Dutch authorities ought to do these 
things themselves; hut that we ought to be in a 
position to supplement their action or, in the last 
resort, replace it. 
Metals . 

Belgium . The Ambassador reports thet the 
stock of nickel is already reduced to a minimum. 
Copper stocks are to be maintained at approximately 
their present level, namely 30 - 40 thousand tons. 
Thft Information only reached me yesterday. I have 
written to the Ministry of Economic Warfare asking if 
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if anything can be done to get it reduced. 
Shipping . 

Belgium. The Naval Attache reports, on 
official information, that plans are in existence for 
the speedy evacuation of fell shipping in the port of 
Antwerp, which will be routed to French or British 
ports -vith the exception of a certain number of ships 
for sinking in the channel to the approaches to the 
port. Preparations have been mede for increasing 
the traffic rt the other Belgian ports, such as 
Zeebrugge and Ostend, if Antwerp ceased to function 
owing to Enemy action. At Ghent, Bruges, Zeebrugge 
and Ostend lock gates in the entrances to the canals 
will in the last resort be destroyed; ships and 
barges will be sunk in suitable positions in the 
harbours. The Naval Attache has the impression that 
the xhole matter had been carefully considered by 
the Belgian authorities. The only exception was the 
removal of the canal barges, which the Belgian 
official who gave the information made a note of and 
undertook to raise with the Ministry of Inland 
Waterways. 

It will be recalled that the Navy has block 
ships ready to proceed to Zeebrugge and Ostend to 
co-operate in blocking the ports. 

Here again our Naval authorities will 
require to proceed with caution in view of the 
arrangements made locally for demolitions. I have 
written to the Admiralty about this. 

Holland . I have no fresh information 
about plans for dealing with shipping in Holland, 
but as I informed the Cabinet on the last occasion, 
the Dutch shipowners are alive to the importance of 
getting their ships away, and have been in communicptio 
with the Ministry of Shipping. 



t 
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Air Arrangements. 

The only fresh information on this side 
is that the Air Attache reports that by devious 
methods he has been able to ascertain that the 
Belgian Air Staff have considered plans for the 
destruction of their sir materiel and aerodromes. 
He adds that the question of the evacuation of civil 
aircraft and personnel, as vrell ss all Military 
aircraft, will, of course, be taken up as soon ss 
necessary after the outbreak of war. 

From this statement it will be seen that 
since I Inst reported the mor.t important changes have 
been as fallows: 

(1) A tuning up of the readiness and completion 
of our o*ti arrangements. 

(2) The receipt of information indicating 
that the Dutch and especially the Belgian 
arrangements are probrbly more complete 
than we had anticip?ted. This however need 
not, I think, necessitate any alterations 
in our own plans. 



9th November, 1959- 



-5 



COPY SENT TO: 



COLONEL JACOB. 




I?2~ 



9th November, 1939» 



In o" the present a- r.-ce to Holland and 
Ecl^lun I hnve been ov -rhcmlin,? one* rcoro our plans for 
preventing important asset* from railing irto trs handt 
of Pmmur in tfea event of r. successful ItmslOAi ea -oil 
«s for blocking Zeebrugge and Oatecd. 



As 70U btc no doubt s^iare, infers . Mon fc»s been 



received from the Savsl «cd Kllltiry attaches end other 
sources which indicates th;-t ths Belgian Government end, 
to * less extent, the Dutch Government, hrve nade 
considerable preparations for dealing wit* trese nattera 
th«a? t >lvee. 

For example, 

•At Antwerp plans are it eri terce for the speedy 
evacuation of all shipping In the port, with the 
exception of a certain muster of shins which will be 
r<*t.-ine<3 for sinking in the cat nr. el to the approaches 
to the cort. Stocks of fuel sr.d other ?tore? will be 
destroyed, an' plnn for doin* so are In hand. At 
Ghent, Brngaa, Zeebrugge and 0*tend lock gstes in the 
entrance to the easels *ill be destroyed. Ships and 



bargee 



The m Hen, Winston Churchill, C.B.,«.P, 



burgee irlll be sunk f.n suitable POflticmc in the 
harbours.* 

In Holland the arrangements art- proa, bly t ar 
leas forfprti, fcu* froo e ,jood Dutch commercial authority 
(Br. Kestler) we lewrn th;..t the Dutch Military author- 
ities have made preparations to destroy stocks of 
petroleum promts completely, «nc th.^t thoy are 
satisfied th*t this can bo <<one in a *at*c* of 12 
hours* 

The British Ambassador in Brussels and the 
British Minister in the Hague have instructions, when 
the emergency occurs, first to Impress on the 
Government concerned the Importance of taking action 
in these natters, and secondly, to « sk them whether the 
co-operation of the British Perce* in this «ork will be 
welcomed, aw* if so, to inform thea of the plans hich 
are made end aro reedy to be iraplea ^r.ted. Also they 

are instructed that in the event of a favourable 

they are 

ans»er,/te make, with the help of the Service Attaches 
•11 the necessary arrangements to secure the safe 

arrival 



arrive! of the British Force* end their reception by the 
Dutch and Belgian euthoritiea, tad to report immediately 
to the iMNdifB Office. 

I do not thlKlf It 1« necessary In the? shoe* 
circumstances to wake any alteration In onr nl«ns. It is, 
So ever, I think tweovtent that the Bawl Officer* 
concern©* should he informed of th* position so ft* to 
ceroid any risk of a clash *tth the Catch or Bel?len 
authorities. This applies to those coneerr.*>d in 
Zcebrugge «nd Ostend, Just es ouch en i>t Antwerp an4 the 
Dutch ports. 

Our twin difficulty is oin* to be in • iuing the 
exact moment for the despatch of theae expedition*. But 
ea 24 hoursflll be required to collect the destroyers for 
Holland and Antwerp and to prwozre them for departure, 
there should he time to obtain the agreement of the Dutch 
end Belgian Governments to the exception. 
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9th Movember, 1959. 



Xou will reuaber that some time ego tho Cabinet 
asked M to keep an eye on the question of preventing 
important stocks of material of vsrlous kinds falling into 
the hands of the Oenaans In the event of an invasion of 
Holland or Belgium. 

In viae of the present nenece to these -ountrl.es 
1 heve been looking Into the matter again. 

On most inestlons I think we have made all 
possible prepare tlons for destruction or removal of ptoeks. 
Z gather, however, thst stocks of copper In Belgium are 
to be maintained at approximately their present level, 
I.e. 30 - 40 thousand tons. I gather also that the 
questions of cobalt and uranium are still under consider- 
ation. 

I do not know whrther your Department can 
exercise any further pressure with a view to the removal 
of these an" other metals, the total stocks of which are 
said to have been reported In the Ambassador*! despatch 

Wo. 

Ronald H. Cross, Zsq.,H.P. 



So. S.f.185 of the Wm October. The Ambassador's 
suggestion is th t It aight be done unofficially, 
possibly by Lord Ftonehrven *bo It a Dirsetor of 
the Union Hlniere. I know tfcrt your Depcrtannt 
hcs elreac-/ been eetive in thli setter, but I should 
be very gretaful If you ould let ne kno* whether 
7©u c«n do enythinr sore. 



MOST SECRET . f 




10th November, 1959. 



At 



Thank you for your letter of the 
9th November, concerning the menace to Holland 
and Belgium. I am bringing it to the attention 
of those concerned at the Admiralty. 




The Right Honourable 

The Lord Hankey, 

P. C. , G. C.B. 1 G. C. M. G. , G.C.V.O. 
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Thanks for your letter "Moat Secret" of the 
9th November on the Question of removing stocks from 
Belgium and Holland. 

As regards Cobalt, in a conversation yesterday 
with Sir Frederick Leith-Ross, M. Robiliart, one of the 
Directors of the Societe Oene'rale dee Minerals, told him 
that stocks of Cobalt in Belgium, already very low, were 
being further reduced by a shipment of 100 tons to 
Prance; and that arrangements were being made to send 
immediately large quantities of Boart to this country 
for Bafe keeping. 

As regards Uranium, Mr. Mikolajczak, also of the 
Societe Generals des Minerals, informed a member of this 
Department yesterday that he believed that there were 
several hundredweights of Sodium Uranate at Hoboken, and 
that he would discuss with his people the question of 

their/ 

The Rt. Hon. the Lord Hankey, 

O.C.B., G.C.M.G., Q.C.V.O. 
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their removal here. He would also try to find out 
whether there are any stocks at Hoboken of Coluribite 
(Tantalum and Niobium Ore) or products. 

As regards stocks of Copper, I do not think that 
we can press for anything more than the Belgians have 
already done, i.e. the removal of stocks of refined 
Copper from Antwerp to Brussels and Ghent. The Belgians 
estimate their own annual requirements at 60,000 tons. 
Their present stocks are between 30,000 and 1+0,000 tons. 
A large part of this is, of course, in process of being 
refined. If the Belgians were to send out of the 
country any substantial part of their present stock of 
refined Copper, their munition and other works would 
shortly be unable to carry on. 



Ok 
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BELGIUM AND HOLLAND. ) jfa* 



Measures t o ba tak?n In the »vent Of an 



| Shortly aftnr the War Cabinet considered thl 

question on October 26th, the following potion *as 
taken. 

(1) The scheme wcs brought up-to-date so as to 

embody th* latest Information. 

(2) A document was 'rawn up assi«allig the 
responsibility for all action and rle-'lning 
that responsibility. 

(3) The Foreign Office on November 1st 
communicated the summary to the Ambassador 
at Brussels and the Minister at the Hague 
with a letter Impressing upon them that 
their duties in an emergency were ss follows I 

(a) To impress on the Governn ?nt , to -hich 
they were accre ited, the importance of 
preven lng assets of military or economic 
value from falling Into the hands of the 
Enemy. 

(b) To ask the Government whether the co- 
operation of the British Forces In this work 
would be welcomed, and, if so, to inform 
them of the plans which had been made and 
were ready to be implemented. 

(c) In the fivent of 8 fi •vourobl** answer to 
make, with the help of the Service 
Attached, all the necessary arrangements 
to secure the safe arrival of the British 
Forces and their reception by the Dutch 
and Belgian authorities. 

(d) To report immediately to the Foreign 
Office -h ether the Government were willing 
to accept our co-operation. 

(4) The Naval arrangements for sending 

de s troyer s to" "Dutch port s and Antwerp, and 
€ne Tttliraw-arrange'eients for sending 
demolition 'detachments in those rle-troyers, 
with a view to assisting and supplementing 
the work of the Dutch and Belgian 
Governments, were timed up and co-ord inated. 
The Military party is ready HT2 hours 
noHeeV "afiff the destroyers are ready at 
M hours notice. The Naval Captains, who 

len) which Is a small port. 

The destroyers are not definitely told off 
but can be made nvallable within the 24 
hours 

• . ( (5) 4fia summary of the plan, excepting only 
j^^j^j \^ arrangements with regard to gold, was 
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comrauniccted to the French Military authorities. 
•2 # News has been trickling in nearly every 

day, mostly from Maval, Military, Air and Diplomatic 
Attaches, who have carried out Inv&luable rrark in^nniL 
informal way, which tends to BtaOw that both the 
Dutch and Belgian authorities ar* taking the question 
of demolitions ne-py seriously. 

Here are a few details t 

Said pad Baaai^felaa,. 

3, ) Ml is no thin?? more to report, but 
Sir R. Clive confirms that the question of gold 
reserve and negotiable securities has already 

engaged the attention of the dove "nor s of the 

. " 

national Bank and the Foci.ete G-'neral. The Ambassador 
will take pverv opportunity, in conversation with 
Bankers, to emphasise the necessity of precautionary 
measures in regard to negotiable securities. 

As to Holland, Sir Nevlle 31and confir ms 
on the authority of the Director-General of the 
Ministry of Economic Affair s that two ~ third a of 
the Dutch gold reserve is at present in the U.S.A. 
and South Africa - most of it in the former. 

Although; a_s_J__^rejviou^ the 
toad of the Duch National Bank Is alive to the 
importance of this question, *t have no positive \ 
evidence of arrangements made to withdrew the \ 
remainder of the gold ref erve^'ant It Is difficult to 
see whnt further action can be taken until the 
emergency arises. 

Holland. Information has been received 
fro* Mr. Kestler , a leading man in thf oil industry 
In Holland, that the^ Dutch Military authorities have 
made all plana to destroy stocks of petroleum products 
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completely, and tjL X^e^r^^U&i'J^th^.t^tibJ.s 
can be done in ? matter of 12 hours. The tanke rs 
will be got away | if this la not possible, the Idea 
is to deatr^J^an too. T fria i a ^rrrnTt-a e d frcm-»^»er 





Belgium. Wt heve received information 
said to be "on unimpeachable authority" from a 
Mr. Godberf* 1 cfo^SjT"'ei^ert;" that the Belgian 
Government hi-ve made plans for the prompt destruction 
of all oil stocks in the -vent of invasion. The 
Ravel Attache reports that stocks of fuel and other 
Stores at Antwerp Will be destroyed, an* that plans 
for doing so are in hand. The Military Attache 
also is of the opinion that the Military authorities 
are quite aware or the necessity of preventing 
valuable stocks of material falling into the hands 
of the iinemy, and he considered it Improbable that 
they have overlooked any important steps. 

;aen on the .-.pot -ill have to proceed rather 
cautiously in the event of an invasion of either 
Belgium or Holland* But I do not think we need alter 
our plena, rhich ware laid on the assumption that 
the Eclgian and Dutch authorities ought to do these 
thing? themselves; but thrt --r ought to be In a 
position to supplement their action or, In the last 
I .T.f SSrJt&eple celt. 
Metals . "~ 

BeJL£iaa. ?h e Ambassador reports that the 
stock of nickel is already reduced to a minimum. 
Copper 3tocka are to be maintained at approximately 
ifo 9 l ? pw8W t level, namely 50 - 40 thousand tons. 



(t sU (M&tif ''i'f'-b ^ ' C infom " tion 01lly r ^*°hed me yesterday. I have 



.,(> > r written to the Ministry of Economic Warfare asking if 
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If anything can je ions to get It reduced. 
Shipping . 

£filfiiH». The Naval Attache reports, on 
official Information, thtt plans are in existence for 

the speedy evacuation of all shippin ' in the port of 

- - . - i»imi«— mi- -— i—i i. i>iim»hii ii ■ m 

Antwerp, <vhich will be routed to French or British 
ports with the oxc-.-pt.ion of a certain number of ships 
for slnkins: in -Wre-channel-to the &ppro?.ches to the 
port. Preparation:- h^vf bf-en ma^e fo^ Increasing 
thf.- trrffic at the other Seltflan ports, such ss 
Zesbrugge and Ostand, if Antwerp ceased to function 
o-.ing to Eneay motion. At Ghent, Brup-rs, Zeebrugge 
and O-tend lock g= tes in the m\ ranees to the canals 
v.'ill in the last rer.ort be destroyed; ships and 
barges -"ill be sunk in iuitabl* posiMon.? in the 
harbours. The Navfl Attache has the lmpr* -3ion that 
the whole mtter had been carefully considered by 
the Belgicn authorities. The only exception was the 
removal of the canel barges, .'htch the Belgian 
official who iave the inborn? lion made « .note ,pf snd 
undertook to r^lse -ith the i*lrrt»w 



ja i- .note jar sr 



It 'Vlll be recalled that the NF.vy he? block 
ship;.; r.-ady to proceed to Zeehrugge and Ostend to 
co-operate in 'blocking the ports. 

Hero age in our Naval authorities will 
require to proceed with caution in view of the 
arrangements made locally for demolitions. I have 



this. 



written to the Admiralty about 

Holl:-nd . I have no freah information 
about plans for dec ling %-ith Shipping in Holland, 
hut as T Informed the Cabinet on the last occasion, 
the Dutch shipowners are alive to the importance of 
letting the*? ships away, and have been in communicati 
*lth the Ministry of Shipping. 



■1 
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The only fir.ash iaf GCTaation on this side 
Is tftat the Air Attach! repo-tr. that by devious 
m*hho-!s he hfi^ bee» able to r.-!cert«.ir: thet the 
Belgian Air 6t»tt n*Ve considered plsr.s for the 
destruction of thslr ; i>- arterial ind sero 'romes. 
He adds that thf quv.~':Iofi of the evacuation of civil 
r ire raft ant p.-rr-onncl, cs veil aa nil Military 
aircraft, trill j of course, *e "rkon up ?:n soon as 
necessary after the outbreak of rar. 



From this Rt-.e tsm^nt it will be se<?n thPt 
since I lent reported thn raort iraportPnt nh»r.K°s have 
been as follows I 

(1) A tuning up Of the rerdinsas anri completion 
of our o*'n arrangements . 

(2) The receipt o" inform ior. indicating 
that the Pu-.ch 6nd especially the Belgian 
er range wor.ts ■" p ' s vrob.'bly more complete 
thah had pntleipr ted. This ho-^ver need 
not, I think, necer»"l f".te any alterations 
in our o"-n plant. 



)J^. • " ;C 1 l ' ' . 9th November, 1959. 
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Dear Hanlcey, 

I am sending yon herewith a copy of a 
corrigendum sheet relating to the Confidential 
Annex to tt.M. (39) 77th Conclusions, Minute 1. 

I am also returning at the same time 
the copy of the Confidential Annex which you had 
already returned, as you will no doubt require it 
when submitting the corrigendum sheet to Lord 
Hankey. 

Yours sincerely, 



The Hon. Christopher Hankey, 
TREA3URY CHAMBERS. 0 



MOST 



W.|g.(89) 77th CONCISIONS, f/INTITF, 1. 
Confidential Annex . 



CORRIGENDUM. 

Page lg. line 6. 

For "of Holland or Belgium" 
substitute "of Belgium, or of Holland and Belgium,", 



6, Richmond Terrace, S.W.I, 
11th November, 1939 



No. 699 

(910/12/39) 



BRITISH LEGATION* 
THE iiAGir;. 



'iCCi'Ot . 



November 8th, 1939. 



My Lord, 

"ith reference to your telegram Ko. 161 of tho 18th, 
and Btr A. Oedogan's letter (C 16287/G) of tho 12th, October 
last, regarding the lueation of demolitions in the Nether- 
lands, I hp.vo tho honour to transmit to Your Lordship herewith 
a 00' y of n memorandum by the Military Attache at f:it» 
Majoaty'f: legation '■•oncoming tho conversation which he had 
on this subject with a morabor of the Netherlands General staff. 

2. The "lilitary Attacho* has already communicated this 
information to the War Office direct by tologram. 

I havo tho honour to bo, with the highest rospoct, 

>!y Lordi 

Your Lordship's most ooodlent, humble >ervant, 



(Signed } Nevile Bland. 



The Right Honourable 

The VieoDunt Halifax, K.G. , O.Q.Mo 9.0.1. E, » 

etc. , otc. i etc. 



U I aoundod Major v.d. ?li aachc on the subject of 
tho demolition of power stations and industrial installations. 

2. Ho stated that the General staff wcro fully awure 
of the necossity for ouch demolitions, and had conniderod the 
question thoroughly. He wan unable to pivc ac any details 
of the schomoa propoaed, and I thought It inadvisable to press 
him too much. 

3. Ho stated that, for about a year before the ca.tbroak 
of ,.ar, en officer of the General Staff had been employed solely 
on tho study of thla Bubjcct. 



7.L.O. 





LORD m™_- 



I attach a copy of a letter from General 
Po-tfnall to Hayman-Joyce In the War Office. 

2. I doubt whether anything useful could he 
done on the first point he raises. The only 
Step which has already been taken is that the 
rvir J.is"-xon which '.'.111 go into Belgium, ard the 
Mr At'xchft in Holland will do their best 'to 
get s.:il.Led aircraft person-el evacuated. 

I" , T, 'i th re ^ ;rd t0 the second point, I think 
General Pov/nall has overlooked the fact that 
Flushing is one of the ports to which a part of 
Admiral Binney's party is to go. 



12th 'Tovember 
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COPY. 



SECRET . 



Central Headquarters, 
British 3xpeditionary Force, 

6th November, n 959. 



) 



Dear Hay man, 

Your Meiroranrlun M.0.4 B.M. I/I65. 

Two poin ts :- 

A good form of economic demolition is the 
evacuation of skilled workmen . T believe the 
Germans employed about 7,000 Belgian workmen on the 
submarines operating from the Belgian coast (which 
were responsible for some 7.~% of the sinkings) . 

2. What about Flashing? It seems to an 

outsider a useful submarine base, and the communi- 
cations to it from the interior of Holland also 
seem, from the map, to be capable of "treatment". 

These are but. suggestions you may like to 
put up to someone. 

Yours ever, 
(Signed) II. R. POViNALL. 



Lieut. -Colonel E.J. Hayman-Joyce, 
21.0.4., 
The War Office, 
London , 
S.W.I. 



• 



I $4 



MOST 



13th Hovember, 1959. 



As you know, the War Cabinet remitted to me r.ome 
time ago the teak of trying to limit the amount of 
advantage the Germans would obtain If they Invaded 
Holland and Belgium. I have already covered a great deal 
of the ground In ay reports to the Cabinet. 

To-day I have received through the War Office 

oSe^Staff, th<J rollowln e ***** from + Genertl Povnall as to the 
B.H.F. ' possibility of obtaining skilled workmen from Belgium:- 

*A good form of economic demolition la the 
evacuation of skilled worta— « . I believe the 
Germans employsd^about f.oSu Belgian workmen on 
the submarines operating from the Belgian coast 
(which were responsible for some 25Jf of the 
sinkings; . 

Do you think there Is any advantage to be 
derived from following this up, and can you suggest any 
means of doing sot 



The Ht. Hon. Leslie Bur gin, LL.D. , M.P. 
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MOST SECRET . 



13th November, 19^9- 
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Dear Morton, 

I have been rather plastering your Minister with 
letters lately. As this is on a point of detail I am saving 
him by sending it to you. 

I have been wondering whether there are large 
stocks of rubber tyres and rubber in Belgium and Holland. 
I don't know whether they have factories in those countries 
for tyres or not. Bat I should imagine they have. 

Do you think anything could be done from your end 

now 

to get those stocks reduced /or octroyed if Belgium and 
Holland are over-run? There may not be much time. 

Yours ever, 



Major D.J.F, Morton, C.M.G.,M.C, 

Ministry of Economic Warfare. 



Ill reply plea»e quote 

Reference No. 




MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE, 




Houghton Street, 



MOST SECRET. 



Aldwych, W.C.2. 



14th November, 1939. 




In answer to yovir letter of the 13th November 
about rubber in Belgium, we understand from the best 
information available to the Rubber World that stocks 
of raw rubber in Belgium and Holland are both very 
small, probably not exceeding 20C tons in the two 
countries added together. Stocks of tyres are 
normal and not large. Probably, however, they are 
very widely distributed around the country and it 
would be a practical impossibility to collect them 
together and evacuate them. 

As regards factories for making tyres, there 
is only one in Holland which may not have begun pro- 
duction as it was just being completed before the 
war. It is at Eindhoven and belongs to the Michelin 
concern. In Belgium there are three factories of 
importance, the Englebert factory at Liege which la 
large, the Michelin factory at Brussels, also a big 
one, and the Bergougne factory at Evergem-lez-Orand , 
which is rather small. 

I am told that It would be worth while 
destroying the Englebert and Michelin factories at 
Liege and Brussels and the best, if not the only 
method, would be by fire. Were a series of intensive 
fires to be started around and amongst the rubber 
stook, it would be a most difficult Job to extinguish 
them. 
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I am passing a copy of this letter to 
Beaumont-Ne^'bitt at the War Office, who may have 
some opportunity of suggesting a suitable fire to 
the Belgians in certain circumstances . 

Yours ever, 



The Rt.hon. The Lord nankey, 

O.C.B., O.C.M.3., G.C.V.O., 
Treasury Chambers, 
S.W.I. 




f ****** 





LORE HANKEg . 



I attach a copy of the Minutes cf the 68th 
Mooting of the Perron nent Military Representatives, 
at which they discussed the French plan for 7/alcheren, 
and the comments of the Chiefs of Staff upon it. 

2. You will see, on page 6, that the action of 
British demolition parties at Flushing and Antwerp 
was discusser!, and the importance of co-ordinating 
our plans with those of the French was emphasised. 
Conclusions *f and 8, on page 10, relate to the same 
subject. 

3. It seems to me that there Is a difference between 
the action of the party at Antwerp, and the action of 
the party at Flushing. Antwerp is the final redoubt 

of the Belgian Army, and the demolition of oil, etc., 
to be carried out there will take place under the 
orders of the Belgians; and the presence or otherwise 
of F r ench troops on the Belgian left does not seem to 
mc to affect, the question. 

4. The operation at Flushing, on the other hand, 
is very much bound up with whether the F r cnch go there 
or not. In fact, it is questionable whether we should 
send our party to Flushing if the F r ench succeeded in 
occupying the islands. 

5. It does not appear to say so specifically in the 
Minutes, but I am assured by Captain Clarke that the 
French were asked to let us know as 3oon as they could 
whether General G a melin proposes to carry cut his plan 
in spite of our objections, or not. If he does intend 
to do so, then I think we should consider the arrangement 
for the Flushing party, and possibly change them. I 

do not think the Antwerp party will be much afTected 
either way. 

6. I am keeping in touch with Clarke, and will let 
you know as soon as we receive a reply. 



nth November, 19? 9. 




^ To:- Lord Hankey. 

From:- Major Morton, Ministry of Economic Warfare. 



There are at present 9 ships carrying petroleum 
2- #a *J held in our Contraband Control - 7 for Holland and 2 for 

feg Belgium. The 7 ships for Holland carry 74,000 tons of 

petroleum, of Trhich 30,000 is crude, the remainder refined. 
The 2 ships for Belgium contain 12,000 tons of refined 
products. 

Lord Henkey will doubtless remember that the 
Royal Dutch Company have told us that Holland holds six months 
stocks and 3elgium three months. 



14th November, 1959. 



SLCRr.T 
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Self. 



'air is try of Shipping, 
Berkeley Square House, 
Berkeley Square, 
Londor., U.l. 

22nd November, 1959' 



Dear Colonel Jacob, 

Foley wrote to you on the 3rd November 
regarding, inter alia, the Belgian barges. You had 
already had an informal memorandum from us on the 
subject vhich indicated that enquiries vip-tp. still 

proceeding. 

These enquiries laave now been completed 
and I enclose a more formal memorandum which embodies 
everything v;e have been able to ascertain up to date. 
In present circumstances, I am not sure v. nether you 
require this, but thought I had better send it. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Sgd.) W.O. HYNARD. 



Lt. Col. E.I.C. Jacob. 



f S3CRET. 



BELGIUM . 

MM OF POSITION IN PF,flf Rn 
TO BARG'JS ON II-Vi,niCN: 

I. THE PROBLEM . 

The problem is to ascertain what measures can be 
taken in the event of Belgium being invaded to prevent 
barges in Belgium, particularly those in the canals, from 
falling into enemy hands. 

II. THE PBEPCtTT P0SIT T nN . 

(a) G-enerel Particulars. 

There are sore 6,000 barges registered in Belgium 
varying from the small 100-50 ton self-propelled, horse 
and man drawn %l rges used on the canals to the 1,000 - 
l, r 00 ton self-propelled barges used on the rivers,. Of 
the total nunber of barges, some 60 por cert, are dumb 
and about 40 per cent, self-propelled. 

(b) Distribution. 

Of the total number of barges, approximately half 
are rt present laid up empty . The following table shows 
the probaMe c.rproximate disposition of the laid up barges 
and the probable division between dumb and self- 
propelled at each centre :- 

B- ■ hfre i,si.rt Total Laid To-;;-:. Pelf- 

SS- J2fi. Propel led. Total Dumb . 

Antwerp 1200-1500 480-600 720-900 

Ghent 400- 500 160-200 240-500 

Liege 400- 500 160-200 2^0-^00 

Hcccourt 400- 500 160-200 240-J00 



2400-5000 960-4200 1440-1800 
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The remaining barges are spread out over the 
whole canal system. 

(c) OvmiTshin . 

Almost all the Vrges belong to Lndependefct owner.a, 
who themselves work and live on that* om barges end there 
1s no centralised organisation controlling them. 

III. GEMEgAL P. 1 " ; 

(a) Distribution.. 

It waisM take 3ome three to five days for the 
barges at the i land centres (e.g. uiege) to be moved to 
the ports and even tore tine would be required for barges 
not in the (cain cans 1 system. Xn the event of a sudden 
emergency, therefore, it v/o Id be almost impossible to 
take any ef- 'active measures in regard to barges lying 
other than at the ports or in their close proximity. 

(b) Ownership . 

The individual ownership makes it almost impossible 
to organise any general plans in advance and there are no 
Chartering Agents who cc .ild contr' 1, in this respect, any 
significant number nf brrges. 

IV . POSflT.'-,) : MEANS OF D3ALD3Q VJ ITE T HE POSITION . 
(a) Before t)\e Emergency. 

(i) As stated In III (b) , individual ownership 
renderes impossible zhe making of general plans, not 
only in respect of the barges inland, but even those 
in the ports. 

(ii) It would be jiossitle to acquire the actual 
owner-ship of some barges by purchase through ordinary 
commercial sources, but the total would probably not 
exceed, say, 150, as any purchases on a considerable scale, 
before the actual emergency, would be prevented by 
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the Belgian Government, as these barges are an essential 
feature In the country's distribution system. 

(iii) On political grounds, the Belgian 
Government could presumably not allow the detailed 
organisation required, as it night be construed as a 
breach of neutrality. 

(b) VJhpn the Emergency Actually Arises . 

(i) Barges in the Canals . 

As stated in Ill(a), the sl(ft speed and other 
difficulties of movement would Hake it impossible to 
get more than a very small number to the ports, unless, 
say, a week was available for movement. 

Moreover, the barges in the canals could not 
be withdrawn within the canal system into France, as 
the French canals ure already congested. 

(ii) Barges In the Ports . 

Very few of the barges (even of the self- 
propelled ones) could themselves make the sea voyage 
from, say, Antwerp to Gravesend, and, therefore, for 
the direct voyage towage v.ould be necessary. Further, 
many of the barges \vould require stiffening for the sea 
passage and they are in the iain tco light for port 
work. 

Some towage could be carried out by ships 
actually in port, but the number of barges which could 
be dealt with is small, and in any case the operation 
is hazardous and subject to weather conditions. 

1 n regard to tugs, there are some 40 situated 
at Antwerp, and a further 36 distributed between that 
and other ports, but only a proportion of these could 
make the sea crossing with a tow (i.e. of, say, two 
barge? each) . 

It is assumed that Dutch tugs vould not be j 
able to render assistance, as they vould be fully 



engaged in dealing with their own barges. 

The self-propelled barges might be able to 
proceed by themselves for the coastal voyage from 
Antwerp to the French ports (e.g. Dunkirk) whence 
the voyage to this country is easier, v.hether 
under their own power or by tugs. 

(Intd.) Y.'.G.K. 
2 2nd T.'ovemW, 



• Pi- ' 
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MOST SECfe^ 



November, 1939. 



Burgin haa passed on to me your letter of 
13th November, suggesting that in case of a German 
invasion of Belgium it might be useful to evacuate 
Bkllled workmen from that country and make use of 
them here. 

The proposal raises a number of difficult 
problems and I suggest that the best way to make 
progress on them would be for Mr. Humbert Wolfe, the 
Deputy Secretary here to come and discuss it *ith you. 
If you agree, no doubt your Secretary would get into 
touch with Wolfe and suggest a time when he could 
come over and see you. 



The Rt. Hon. Lord Hankey, 

G.C.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O., 
Treasury Chambers. 




British Legation, 

THK HAQUB. 

10th November 1939. 

Dear Admiral Godfrey, 

I dined with Lieut* Com dr. Moolenburgh at hie house lest 
night. Lieut. Comdr. de Bool j, brother of Dutoh :iaval Attache, 
of the Naval Intelligence staff was also present. After dinner 
■e had a long discussion on the present situation in this country 
and the following is a summary of what was said. 

The Dutch Naval staff expect that Holland will be invaded 
bjr Germany during the course of the next week. The reasons 
0 iv , for this opinion are the Internal state of Germany which 
makes a success <jf some sort imperative, the necessity of 
obtaining aerodromes nearer to ngland to enable Fighter aircraft 
to escort the Bombers, the military advantage gained leading to 
an atteok on France through Belgium, the O'-rraan policy of a 
"continental blockade" of nglsnd, thr- submuriiie bases which 
would become available rppeoially for the large number of small 
submarines now believed to be under construction in Germany. 
Against this 1b admitted the lateness in the season, which from 
a military point of view would appear to make the employment of 
mechanised unite impossible, especially with all the flooding 
arrant menta which have been made and partially carried out, but 
it In firmly believed that Hitler Is insisting on this campaign 
a 0 ainst the advice of his General staff. kecent intelligence 
aa to tropp concent ratlonn on the frontier, construction of 
pontoon bridges in the vlelnlty of KJUKHIK, and the large number 
of reports of the assembly of flat bottomed, shallow draught 
liohters at Hamburg, Bremen * Jmden have all added fuel to the 
flames. with regard to the lighten It is believed that these 
are to be used for the oapture of the Frisian Islands and would 
operate between these inlands and the shore. 

The German Naval Attache haa been asked several times in 
the last few days what all these measures portend artf why the 
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tone of the German press had suddenly sharpened against Holland 
but he has professed complete Ignorance of them and given most 
evaalve snswers. Thin attitude is however consistent with that 
adopted by him ainoe the beginning of the war as he haa alwaya 
refused to 6 lve the Dutoh any information on queationa regurding 
minea, ahippint, etc. which they have asked him, and haa generally 
been moat unhelpful. 

If and when the attack is launched, the Dutoh will reHiat with 
all the forcea at their command, but they are fully aware of 
both the inadequacy and inefficiency of theae ao far aa the 
Aavy la concerned. I learned for instance that th< Sumatra 
who completed a Ion* refit Juat after the atart of the war haB 
not fired a eingle round and that the gun' a crewa are completely 
untrained. ;;he ie employed on patrol of territorial watera 
between Flushing and Ameland. Ammunition la ro scarce that 
practically no practices take place and A.A.gunnery is still In 
the embryo atage. The reason for thin lamentable state of 
affaire is laid at the doore of Admirals Heerls (A.U.ii.3. ) and 
Jollea (Commanding the aval Forcea in Home watera) who cannot 
be roused to believe that they really will have to fifoht. 
Admiral Furstner la now mainly occupied with the higher problenm 
of defence and is particularly worried about the capture of the 
Frisian lalen. 

I lesrned that It la definitely the Intention to evac© 
uate all ahlpe, stores and aircraft to England, but I gained the 
lmpresalon that the plana for doing ao have not got beyond the 
draft atage. The same appllea to the demolition of oil supplies 
and material useful |o the enemy and I doubt whether the quantity 
of exploalve required to do thla effectively Is available. 

I was repsstedly asked what England could do to help 
Holland to resist the enemy, I replied by Maying that they could 
be certain that we ahould not mlaa any opportunity of attaoklng 
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the enanyi but I thought they would he very unwiee to oount on 
any military aaelBtanoe. It appearn that the great lack of A.A. 
guna for ahore defence le oauaing the greatest concern and I was 
Baked If w° would he able to aend over aome of our mobile A.A. 
unite and Balloon Barrage unite. I replied that T really did not 
know but T thought that with our commitment n in Pranoe and at 
homn i doubted if we would be able to epare any. 
At the rnA of the dincuaaion Lloolenburgh aaid '"'ell, if the 
Germane do attack us they will get nothing but a awarap, because 
we shall cut every dikr in Kollund and flood the whole country." 

I must apologise for thia aoraewhut peBaimiBtic acreed 
but I think it reflcotn fairly accurately the attitude of the 
Dutch .iaval ataff at the moment. 

\.ith klndeat regarda, 
Youra sincerely, 

B»B»aGHOPIELDi 
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From Naval Attache, 
Hague. 
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Date 18.11.39 
Time 

Administrative Cypher(J) by cable 



Addreaeed 2. a. I. 

Refnpenoe my pr-reonHl letter loth November to &.JUij 

preaent time appears to heve eased 
Dutch Mara! Sta are very conoerned with the defences of 
west Frisian Islands against a -tack by shallow draught 
troop transport which is oonaidered will be part of plan 
of attack. Since they have not sufficient meanc to denl 
with such sttaok it Is considered that they till ami on 
our Navy and Air Force to aaiiiat with thia. 

Ymulden iu « efcronghold of Dutch Hazla and a coup 
to aelje port coinciden:. with Cemm attao' la possible. 

Netherlands Cruiser SUMATRA ssiled for Fllusingden 
during the night of loth November and will "<sm (J ln there 
at present. 
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KUTI8H ytOAf lORi 
tiu; iiaqji;. 
15th November 1939. 

rear Admiral Oodf rey, 

An interesting feature of the recent crisis has been 
the refusal of the Dutch Government to disclose the reason 
which prompted them to take all th' precautionary measures 
which they did last week. It In generally considered by 
most Dutch people that the mere presence of an albeit fairly 
large body of German cavalry on their frontier was riot In lts- 
-elf u pufficlent threat to ceune the largo ncalo flooding 
operations which were carried out (despite the denials of the 
,jtoh Military Intelligence section) am? the Time Minister' s 
speech is generally regarded as "eyewash" a .id has not deceived 
thoughtful people. As reported in ay last letter, like Dutch 

aval authorities made little attempt to hide their anxiety, 
but even they could not or would not 0 lve any inkling as to 
the reesorafor their apprehension. The presence of a large 
body of heavily armed police in all the largo towns has c iven 
rise to the belief that a :iaai Putsch was planned, and it is 
certainly difficult to account for their prince unless some 
internal disorder was expected. Dutch fnval and Military 
circles talk freely of the "stab in the baok" which they expect 
the lasls to 0 ive them an<i ttv fact thst th* Government does 
little or nothing to curb th'-lr activities, undoubtedly out of 
fear of Oeraany, increases apprehension on thin score. 
' by tfca ,'utsch. If one was intended, misfired It Is hard to say, 
but it is not unlikely that the Government tt ot wind of it and 
took sufficient aeaBures to render its suoceas unlikely, und the 
German plan may hinge on a successful internal uprising. 
As 1j as both the Dutch and German Jaais are allowed free rein 
the danger of such a coup will remain and it is difficult to 
aee what the Oovernment can do, other than take precautionary 
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raeaaurea. I have been told that there are 1#JQQ azl nympaih- 
-laera In the Dutch Amy and I know of one Captain of a Dutoh 
::ineaweeper who In out and out pro-Oermaa (them la alno another 
who 1* equally pro- ngliah) and It will be interesting to aee 
what headway the Oerma ia make with their propaganda during the 
oomint, nontha. Boa of the themea which la being played on with 
particular emphasis at the moment! Is the rise in the coat of 
llvint, which ia attributed to our holding up of Dutch ahlpa. 

amphlets are distributed atte ptlng to prove that aince we ore 
buying butter from Holland, the poor Dutch soldier has to go 
without, and so on. rt la doubtful if thia sort of propaganda 
la making nuch headway, but It la being aaaiduounly puroued all 
the same, 

French colleague told me last night that thoy had 
reliable information that the Dutch shipped another £1 0 million 
of gold to the U.S.A. yeaterday and I hove bean told by two 
fairly reliable sources that practically the whole of Couth 
Bevelond waa flooded on Monday for the defence of Flushing and 
that it will take 5 yeara to get this land back into oondition 
for pasture. 

3lnce writing the above the military Attache haB juat 
told me that the Military Intelligence section admitted to him 
thia morning that they had definite evidence of an internal .azl 
coup for the 8th or 9th November, and that it waa true that 3 
to m arreats had been made. Thia after they had atrenuoualy 
denied that there waa anything of the aortJ 

Aa far aa the iaval aide ia concerned, aone of the pre- 
cautionary meaaurea which were taken are being relaxed, auch aa 
the re-opening of IJrauiden and the Hook to shlppinb at nlbht and 
I understand that the Guaatra baa resumed her patrol of 
territorial watera. 

(signed) B.B. SO;OPIELD. 
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You will remember that I recently put before 
you a proposal to hana over our arrangements at 
Antwerp and Flushing to the French. You forwarded 
the proposal to General Ismay, requesting him to obtain 
the views of the Chiefs of Staff committee on the subject. 

2 ' She mutter was rej 'erred tc the Deputy Chiefs of 

Staff 5 ub -Commit tee, and a copy of the Paper which thev 
hau before them (Paper Ho. D.C.0.3. (39) U9 S) is attached. 
The oub-Committee discussed this Paper at their mooting 
on 28th November, and an extract from the Minutes 
showing the dincussion which took place, and the 
recommendation:; maae, is also attached. 

3 ; +v You see thtlt the Deputy Chiefs of staff Agree 

with your desire to keep our arrangements in being, but 
they suggest that the French shoulc be asked to take 
on the commitment at Antwerp with the idea of providing 
a second string to our bow. The French have already 
undertaken to do the demolitions at Flushing, if they 
succeed in their occupation of Walcheren but 
subsequently have to withdraw. The sending of British 
parties to both theBe places will thus be for decision 
at the time, in the light of the situation, and of the 
progress of French forces. 

tt; . „ If vou approve the recommendations of the Deputy 
Chiefs of Staff, I will take steps to ask the 
Permanent Military Representatives to approach the 
French about Antwerp. 



(Sgd.) 3. I.C. Jacob. 



30th November, lgffi . 



lit. Col. Jacob 

I concur. 



(Sgd.) Hankey 

30.X1.39. 
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MBSI SECRET. 



12th January, 1940. 



Dear Jacob, 

Will you please lay the attached proposal 
regarding the laying up of the blockships prepared for 
obstructing Zeebrugge and Ostend before Lord Hankey, as 
he Is supervising the arrangements to be taken in the 
event of a German invasion of Holland and Belgium. 

2. At present the ships are fully manned and the 
proposal would have the effect of placing the whole 
operation at 7 days' notice. It is thought that this 
notice can now be accepted as, although the 
possibility of German action against Belgium still 
remains, the military position has altered considerably. 
Whereas in October, 1939, the Germans might have 
reached Zeebrugge and Ostend in a few days, the 

F?ES e J«5 e iS!? ? 1 n tary Preparations and the present 
French and British plans now make It possible that the 
SnrTw/tX n ?J reach those ports at all, and at the 
three weeks ° OUnt ° n 3 delay of tw0 to 

I* 1 fjould be glad to have Lord Hankey 's views 
on tne matter. 

Yours ever, 
(Sgd.) V.H. DANCKWERTS . 



Lieut. -Colonel E.I.C. Jacob, R.E., 
Cabinet Office, 

Richmond Terrace, S.W.I. 
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At present 12 officers and some 200 ratings 
are assembled at Sheerness in readiness for the blocking 
operations. For several reasons it is clearly undesirable 
to keep these officers and men in idleness, and their 
training in abeyance if there is little prospect of using 
them in the near future. In view of this it is urooosed 
that the following action should be taken: - 

Blockships. 

2. (a) All five blockships to proceed to Chatham and to 

reduce to care and maintenance under the orders of the 
Admiral Superintendent, Chatham Dockyard. The necessary 
ratings for care and maintenance to be supplied from 
Chatham, and to be taken from the present blockships crews. 

(b) Officers . Officers of blockships to be 
available for appointment as required. Officers of 
demolition parties to return to "Vernon" for disposal as 
required. 

(c) Ratines . Ratings forming the ship's companies 
of blockships, except those in (a) above, and armed guards 
to return to their depots and demolition parties to VERNON 
for disposal as required. 

(d) Demolition Stores and Scuttling Charges . All 
explosives now in the blockships to be landed and either 
stored at Chatham or Portsmouth as arranged by Commander- 
in-Chief, Hore. The scuttling charges should be laid 
apart at Chatham for future use in blockships if required. 
The explosives for demolition purposes can be regarded as 
available for any other service. 

(e) Operation Orders . All copies of operation 
orders issued to.be returned to the Admiralty. 



J. When the foregoing action has been completed, the 
state of readiness will be governed by the time taken 
to bring forward the blockships and to provide the necessary 
personnel. Provided no serious defects occur, it ;.s thought 
that the blockships could be brought forward and moved to 
Sheerness ready to sail in about 5 days from the time of 
arrival on board of the crews. The composition of the 
crews is known and their provision should not take long, say, 
48 hours. Thus the blockships should be able to sail from 
Sheerness in 7 days and arrive in Belgian ports 8 days 
after being ordered to prepare for service. 
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13th January, 1940. 



V.itfa reference to your PD. 06311/40, dated 
12th January, 19^0, I maneged to catch Lord Hankey 
for a moment before- he left Loncon today, and told 
hla that you had rritt.en racking certain suggestions 
for laying up the .ships prepared for Zeebrug^e and 
Ostend. 

As you prob-bly know, information has been 
received, and naa given to the lax C-binet thi3 
morning, which, If true, suggests that German 
action against Holland and Belgium may be imminent. 
In these circumstances, Lord Hankey said that 
there could be no < ue.^ti^r. of relying *ny 
precautions for the ne^t £•« days, or at any rate 
until we get soiue definite ;:ev,s one v,ay or the 
other. 

I propose to pl_ce your letter anc --nalosure 
brfore Lord Harvey on his return on iond y, nd 
to get a a. cisicn from him as soon as possible. 



Captain V.H. Danckv.crts, C.M.G., E.N. 
rdLiiralty. 
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Reference; 5 50/7 . 
LORD r AKKKY . 

At 5 o'clock yesterday evening, I met M. de Samblanx, 
the Belgian, individual at>out whom I spoke to you on the 
telephone earlier in the day* Mr. Makinn of the Foreign 
Office was also present, and I enclose a record of the 
conversation prepared by the interpreter* 

2» V/e were somewhat in doubt as to the exact status of 
M. de 3amblanx. He suid he had beer, mobilised and had been 
specially ohapged with the question of evacuation by M. 
Delfosse, the Minister of Communications. His bona Tides 
was accepted in France, and he had interviews with M. Chautemps 
and Government and Army offlolals in Paris, on the subject 
of the evacuation into Franco of refugees from Belgium. He 
appeared to know a good deal about French intentions, but v/e 
have not yet established whether he can be regarded as a 
reliable channel of communication for military plans. 
Enquiries on this point are continuing.* 



•3. The object of M. de Samblanx' s visit appeared to bo to 
obtain from us an idea of what we would do, in the event of 
an invasion of Belgium, to help them to evacuate Shipping, 
and any personnel and goods which could be got away through 
the ports. I formed the impression that he had not in any way 



I have since heard fro;:: Colonel Redman in Paris that the French 
are not giving M. de Samblanx any information as to plans, 
and it seems certain that he is not a proper link with the 
Belgian Staff. His visit to Paris was unknown to the Belgian 
Military Attache there. 
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studied this aspect of the problem, hut that, v/hile he 
was in Prance, talking to the French, he probably found 
out that we had some ideas for action in emergency, and 
thought it would be worth his while to come over here to 
establish a channel of communication. There was no question 
of discussing in detail with him any of our plans, even if it 
had been safe to do so, but his visit did provide the 
opportunity of starting correspondence with the Belgians. 

4. The charjiel of communication Whloh he proposed was 
from our Military Attache to the French Military Attache 

to M. de Samblanx, as the two latter were said to be in cIobb 
touch, and we know that they travelled to Paris together. 
M. de Samblanx would convey anything which we might 
communicate to his Kinster. I was not able to discover 
whether M. de Samblanx was in touch with the Belgian General 
Staff, though I concluded that he was not. 

5. Id. de Samblanx has returned to Paris for further 
meetings, and goes back to Brussels on Monday. It remains 
to consider what use to make of the channel which has been 
opened. 

6» The present state of alarm in Belgium may lead to 
Staff Osnversations, in which case there will be no object 
in pursuing thi3 particular line, as we siiall make much 
better progress in direct talk between Staffs. in case, 
however, wb are not able to induce the Belgians to agree 
to conversations, it might be worth while, being prepared 
to send instructions, through our Ambassador in Brussels, 
to the British Military Attache, for conveyance to the 
Belgians through II. de Samblanx. These could take the 
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following form:- 




We realise that, in the event of a 3erman 
invasion of Belgium, there will be a great number of 
assets which should not he allowed to fall intact 
into the hands of the Germans. In particular, the 
following should be dealt with:- 



Oil, and other raw materials; 
Doclc and harbour facilities,- 
Shipping, including barges, tugs, etc; 
Aircraft and aerodrome facilities; 
Machine Tools; 
Power Stations; and 
Skilled Labour. 



These could be prevented from falling 'into the 
hands of the Germans by evacuation, where possible, 
or otherwise by demolition. If you agree that this is 
so, would you tell us what plans you have made to deal 
with the various problems, and, as we would be willing 
to co-operate to the best of our ability, would you be 
willing for us to send personnel to assist? 

As it is essential for real success that plans 
should be made beforehand, by what means can the 
appropriate authorities get into touch for the purpose? 

% A coim.uni cation on the above lines would 3et the ball 
rolling, without giving away any dangerous information. The 
Military Attaohe, in consultation with the Naval and A ir 
Attaches as necessary, might then be empowered to proceed, 
if the reply was favourable, and if contact could be established 
with the appropriate Belgian authorities. 

e. If you agree to this action, I will arrange with the 

Foreign Office for the necessary telegram to be sent off on 
Monday. 




1 4th January, 1940. 
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SECRET . 1 



RECORD of a Meeting held on 13th January, 
1940, at Gwydyr House, S.W.I, "between 
Colonel Jacob, Mr. Hakine and 
Monsieur de Samblanx. 



MONSIEUR DE SAH3LANX explained that he was the personal 
representative of Monsieur Delfosse, the Belgian Minister of 
Transport and Communications. He had heen responsible for 
the organisation of food supplies in Belgium and was now 
engaged on plans for the possible evacuation of the civilian 
population and of certain stores and equipment. With the 
latter object he had Journeyed to Paris two days previously 
with General Laurent, the French Military Attache* in Brussels, 
and had discussed with the French authorities detailed plans 
for the evacuation into France from certain Belgian areas of 
various categories of skilled workers and other population 
groups. In the course of his demarches in France, he had met 
Colonel Redman who, after discussing with him certain other 
aspects of evacuation in which the British authorities were 
interested, had suggested that he should proceed to London 
to examine them further with the appropriate officers. After 
obtaining telephonic authority from Brussels to follow this 
suggestion, Monsieur de Satfblanx had come over. 

He would be returning to France the next day to receive 
final details from the French (numbers and categories to be 
evacuated into France, areas of destination, dates and routes, 
etc.; and would then return to Brussels to report to his 
Minister in time for the Council of Ministers to be held on 
Monday, 15th January, 1940. 

He tkam explained in some detail the civilian evacuation 
plans discussed with the French, the co-ordination of 3outh- 
weBtward evacuation movements with possible North-eastward 
military movements, etc. He then turned to the question of 
essential supplies. Some of these, e.g. wheat, had been 
/ , b i placed in barges on the Belgian canals, but care had been 
/ <ff"^*-K»/ taken not to leave any//number of barges on canals in the 

Eastern part of the country, which might be used by an invading 
force as bridges. It would be a simple matter to collect 
full details regarding the amount and positions of stocks of 
all important commodities. 



He then went on to say that there were a large number 
of idle Belgian ships concentrated at Antwerp. Those ships 
ought, of course, to be evacuated, but it would be very 
desirable to make use of thera//hp» evacuat*«g useful 
commodities, and perhaps also people, in them. This being 
a matter of particular interest to the British side, he would 
welcome suggestions as to what arrangements should be made. 



COLONEL JACOB explained that he could not put questions 
of detail, let alone make concrete suggestions, at that stage. 
The matter would have to be referred to a number of departments 
before anything useful could be said, though that need not 
necessarily occupy much time. How did Monsieur de Safcblanx 
propose that the discussion should be pursued? 



/ 



MONSIEUR DE SAlfBLAHX said that he had not had time to 
bring a plan with him to London, hut that ho would not have 
desired to do so. He would lite to receive from the British 
side a series of detailed questions which he could take hack 
to Brussels, and to which he would there he in a position to 
reply without delay. On the basis of thoBe replies, British 
suggestions could no doubt be framed. 

As a channel for further communication, he suggested 
the following: messages should be sent from London to the 
British Military Attache 1 in Brussels, who would pass them on 
to General Laurent, the French Military Attache, who would 
then convey them to himself. This procedure offered the 
particular advantage that General Laurent was fully acquainted 
with the whole question and that he had throughout acted as 
intermediary between the Belgian authorities and French G.H.Q. 
in connection with all Belgian evacuation plans. 



COLONEL JACOB thought that this channel would prove 
rapid and effective, but asked whether it would prove 
acceptable to the Belgian Military authority. 



M0N3ISUR DE SA^BLANX explained that Belgium was not on 
a war footing, and that ttw4 the matter could be dealt with on 
a civilian plane. It was entirely a question of making 
preparations for rapid action should the need arise. The 
Minister for Transport and Communications was, at this stage, 
wholly responsible for making those preparations. It was, 
however, essential that the utmost secrecy should be maintained] 
and the Minister had therefore adopted the procedure of an 
unofficial personal mission rather than pursue the matter 
through the usual diplomatic channels. 



COLONEL JACOB pointed out that the British authorities 
in London were unable to discuss any evacuation topic connected 
with possible military movements, since the latter fell wholly 
within the sphere of the Allied Commander-in-Chief in France. 
One consequence was that they could give no guarantees 
regarding the occupation of specific points, etc. Great 
Britain's responsibility was mainly at sea, and their 
suggestions would therefore be made largely from the naval, and 
possibly from the air, angles. 



MONSIEUR DE 8AJ|BLANX said that the Belgians were 
particularly concerned about the defence of the mouths of the 
3cheldt, which was the only outlet for shipping and stores 
from Antwerp. Belgium would consider herself at war if 
Holland was attacked, and her determination had been made 
abundantly clear. 3he had met, however, with very little 
response from the Netherlands, where the chief concern still 
seemed to be to profit financially from the situation. 



COLONEL JACOB said that he proposed to lay the matter 
before the appropriate authorities in London at the earliest 
possible moment. Thereafter, >ta»*communi cation would be made 
through the channel suggested by Monsieur de Sattblanx, 
provided the British authorities agreed to this course. It 
would, of course, be necessary to obtain official approval of 
this method of procedure. 
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MR. MAKI11S thought that Monsieur de Sajublanx's 
explanations had made it clear that the proposed method of 
communication was acceptable on the Belgian side. 

MONSIEUR EE SAHBLANX indicated assent, and expressed 
himself as wholly satisfied with Colonel Jacob's proposals. 
He would return to Belgium with the knowledge that this 
important matter would now be dealt with expeditiously. 



dwydyr House, S.W.I. 



13th January, 19U0. 
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LOIS) BMKQjjY. 

In accordance with your instructions, I went 
over ana saw Mr. Tolerton at the Ministry of transport, 
and explained to hin the problem with which we ir.ip-ht he 
confronted in evacuating Belgian shipping in case of 
invasion. He took me to the meeting of the Port and 
Transit Standing Committee at 11 o'clock, and showed 
me the working of the machinery for the control of all 
in-poming shipping. 

2. The information which the fort anc Transit 

Committee would like to obtain is shown on the attached 
list, ffhlch is actually th:: list for prospective 
arrivals dealt with to-day. They naturally like to have 
this info rmi tion as far in aavance as possible, but, in 
ca.se of emergency., they would have no difficulty in 
dealing With ships at short notice. 

3» A point which Mr. Tolerton emphasised was that, 

if we were to aeul satisfactorily with Belgian shipping, 
it would be of very great assistance if we could get 
o representative of the Belgian shipping interests to 
attend the uaily meeting of the Oomrnitt.ee. This 
representative woulu be the channel for receipt of 
communications about shipping from the Belgian Government 
and the Belgian ports. All info ma tion which was 
obtainable from Belgium of the projected sailing of 
ships, ana of their cargoes, would come to the Committee 
through him, and he would be able to answer technical 
enquiries, end convey the advice cf the Committee to the 

elgiana. This is the arrangement now in force with 
the Prehch, and works v/ell. 

^- I spoke alao at the Committee to represent at i ve s 

of the- Admiralty and the Ministry of Shipping, a 
provisional plan has already been made for the disposal 
of ships leaving Belgium (or Holland) loaded with 
refugees. They are to be sent down channel, and up the 
•vest coast, where they will be taken to safe anchorages, 
from which the refugees can gradually be dispersed. 
The Kaval Attache in Holland has details of this to 
communicate to the Dutch and Belgian Governments if the 
need arose. 

5. It seems, therefore, that, if the Belgian 
resistance is effective, ana orderly -steps can be taken 
to deal with shipping from the Belgian ports, then 

the Port and Transit Committee, with the help of a 
Belgian representative, could deal with the matter in 
the normal way. If, however, there were a sudden 
collapse, and it was only a question of getting ships 
away as l'ast as possible, than these ships, which would 
certainly be crowded with refugees, woulct have to be 
dealt with in the manner arranged by the Admiralty. 

6. If we can get into touch with the Belgians, 
and opeii discussions on those matters, the first 
essential seems to be to get the Belgian representative 
designated, and perhaps introduce him into the 
working of the organisation. He could then set about 
organising hia channels of communication with the 
Belgian ports - a matter of no great difficulty if 

he made use cf normal commercial channels of 
communication available to Shipping Companies. 



7. 



7. I may mention that the Port and Transit, 

Committee is in being continuously a ay and night, 
though normal business is dealt with at the morning 
meeting at 11 o'clock. Hence, if th.i emergency arose, 
very suddenly, there would he no difficulty in coins 
with it. 

°« Mr. Tolerton said that he would be only too 

glad If, on any day you would like to choose, you ..ould 
pay a visit to the Port anu Transit Coranittee, and 
witness their 11 o''clock meeting. Ycu would get a good 
idea of th. businesslike way in which in-cominK shifDlnK 
is cortrolled. 



(Sgd.) J. I.e. Jacob. 



l^th January, 19U0. 



Concur. 

(Sgd.) Hankey. 

16.1. ho. 
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I^ORD HAfflgg. 



I attach for your file a copy of the 
message to M. de Samblanx which I handed to Colonel 
Redman thi3 evening. 

2. The Foreign Office agreed to this message 
going, subject to there being no objection from the 
Ambassador to whom they are telegraphing. Colonel 
Redman will therefore not hand the paper over to 
M. de Samblanx until a reply has come from Brussels. 




16th January, 1Q40. 



18th January, 1940. 
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It is realised that, la the event of a German 
invasion of Belgium, there will bo * great ouaber of 
assets which the Belgian Government would bo anxious to 
save from the Itanus of the Germans. Many of these 
are situated in those regions near the Gerraan frontier, 
which are in advance of, or very close to the rutin 
line of Belgian defences, and must therefore be dealt 
with, even though there is every reason to suppose that 
these defences will not be penetrated. Others are 
situated in parts of Belgium eomp&ratively remote Iron 
the Eastern frontier. Hevcvtheles- , the BttfUB 
Government will no doubt have found it necessary to 
make plans for their disposal. These plans will no 
doubt include the demolition of those in .ortaat 
Installations which oennot b» removes, but which lght, 
in the worst case, fall into the hands of the enemy. 

2. The British authorities art anxioui to render 
such assistance as H within their power to the Belgian 
authorities in dealing with these meters, should the 
Belgian authorities desire It. It is essential for real 
sue ess that plans should be co-ordinated beforehand. 
For this reason, the British authorities arc ami us to 
hear whether their assistance would be welcomed, and, 
if so, whether the * roprlate authorities in the two 
countries co.l be placed in communication. Some notes 
or. the vari us aspects of the question art atuched. 
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Appsapix . 



wueetlona to be deal t with in connection 



The main queatlons to be dealt with are aa 
follows i- 

A* Iterna to ba dealt wit h in oer taln regions aa 
soon aa the lnY^aJLoj^larta:. 

Machine Tools 
3argea 

)Powor Stat lone 
Skilled Labour. 



B » I tenia whloh may have to be dealt with In tha 
011 

Dock and Harbour Facilities 
Shipping 

Airoraft and Aerodpoxae ?ocilitle3 
Iteiaa under V In other parts of 
Belgium. 



8. To the *bove, British aasiatance might be 
rendered In the following ways:- 

(i) Control and reaeptlon of shipping leaving 
Belgian porta, and carrying cargoes of 
valuable assets or personnel. 

For the efficient oontrol of this shipping, 
it would, when the emergency arises, be 
desirable to attach a representative of 
Belgian ahiyj ing to the British Port and 
Transit Committee in the ''In la try of Transport. 
This repreaeotative, who should be fully 
conversant with Belgian shipping affaira, 
would form the link between the control of 
in-oomi ig shipping in London, and the Belgian 
porta. It would be a great advantage if the 
representative could be deal gna ted In advance, 
and could make unofficial contact with the 
British authorities concerned. 

(lit Dlepoeal of civil aircraft, aerodrome facilities, 
•to* from areas rendered unasfe by their 
proximity to the German frontier. 



(ill) The reooption of skilled peraonnel of all kinda 



(ir) Tht preparation of plana for demolition 
of dock and harbour facilities, etc. and 
assistance with person- el. If, in the Uat 
resort, such action became Q«CMi ,ary. 



OFFICE OF THE WAS CABINET:, 
RldHMOUD TBRHAGE, 

WffEtfiKtoi a.'./.L. 



I attach a Small chronological table to show 
you the recent events connected with our attempted 
communications to the Belgian Government through the 
medium of M. de Samblanx. 

The Foreign office still cannot find out 
whether M. de bamblanx is a reliable channel or not, 
though he is probably quite acceptable for discussions on 
the refugee question. Consequently Redman has not handed 
over the note. I have not pressed then very hard, as I do 
not think discussion through sue]. fe roundabout channel 
will do much to advance the object in view. Unless, 
therefore, you would like anything more done, I propose 
to let things tak^ their course. 

(Sgd.) E.I.C. Jacob. 

I agree, le rnuct nor commit ourselves to this 
circuitous channel until We are sure about the bona-fioes 
of Samblanx. He might be very suitable for 
negotiations on reiugee, but unsuitable for these wider 
issues. 

J 1st January, 19h0. (Into.) H. 




lztto 




14th January. 

15th January . 
1 2 th January . 



19th January . 



SCth January. 



20th January . 
87th January. 



Interview with M. de Samblanx. Latter suggested 
a channel of communication for use in discussion of 
the withdrawal of useful assets from Belgium in the 
event" of the invasion of Belgium. This channel was 
to "be Id. de Samblanx - French M.A. in Brussels - British 
It, A. in Brussels - British Government. 

Cabinet decided that no direct approach to the 
Belgian Government on thi B suhiect should be r.iade for 
the present. ("/.y 4 .(40) 13th Conclusions, l,lnute 1). 

Foreign Office wrote to Brussels Embassy to 
ena.uire statue of U. de Samblanx. 

No direct and open channel of communication or. 
these matters having yet "been established with the 
Belgian Government, a note was prepared and handed 
to Cclor.cl Redman (the member of the Anglo-French 
Liaison Section permanently located in France, who 
was over here and about to return to Paris) to ;;ive 
tc M. de Samblanx who was knewn to be shortly returning 
to Paris to discuss with the French the evacuation of 
Belgian refugees. This note contained suggestions 
as to the type of assets which the Belgian Government 
might wish to salvage, and offeree British assistance 
if required. Colonel Kedman wae told not tc hand 
this note over to ].'. de Samblanx until the results 
of the Foreign Of lice enquiry from Brussels 
established hid bona fides . This enquiry was 
repeated in a telegram (Ho. 11 to Erussels). 

A reply from Brussels (Tel. Xo. 23 (R) in reply 
to Tel. No. 11) advised caution and Colonel Redman 
was told by telephone tc retain the note. 

A note received from the British Military Attache 
Brussels, end. sed a Memorandum on the evacuation 
of Belgian refugees which he had received from 
K. de Samblanx, who was previously unknown to the 
Military Attache. The memorandum was translated 
and couies were given to the Foreign Office (who in 
conjunction with other Departments are considering 
the refugee problem) and to the B.S.F. 

Telegram No. 24 received from Brussels. Enquiries 
proceeding, advises caution in the meanwhile. 

Letter received by Foreign Office from Brussels 
Bnbassy to coniirm previous telegram, and advising 
caution. Result of enquiries still not known. 

Telephone message from Colonel Redman to the 
effect that M. de Samblanx had not yet been able to 
return to Paris, but hoped to do so on Monday, 29th. 
There was no doubt that M. de Samblanx was regarded 
as bona fide by the French who were carrying on all 
their negotiations about Belgian refugees with him. 




SECRET . 

Reference No. S 50/7. 



LORD HA 



You will remember that, in January of this year, I had 
dealings with a 11. de Samblanx, who purported to be an authorised 
emissary of the Belgian Government, who could deal with such 
matters as the evacuation of refugees, and of useful assets. 
With the concurrence of the Foreign Office, I prepared a Note for 
communication to the Belgians through M. de Samblanx, with the 
object of forming a channel of communication through which we 
might make progress with co-ordinating plans with the Belgians. 
A copy of the Note is attached. 

2. As it turned out, II. de Samblanx was disowned by his 

Government, and the Note 'was never handed to him. Moreover, it 
was decided by the War Cabinet, at the time of the Belgian alarm 
in January, that it would be inadvisable to approach the 3elgian 
Government officially with suggestions for co-operation in the 
removal or destruction of goods, on the grounds that such an 
approach would have a discouraging effect at a time when we were 
urging them to allow our armies to come to their assistance. We 
have accordingly made no progress in this matter, and our plans 
remain unrelated to those of the Belgians. 

3« I have recently spoken to the Foreign Office on this 

subject, and I suggested that we might now make use of the 
channel of communication which has been opened for military 
matters through our Military Attache to General Overstraeten, to 
attempt to make progress on our precautionary measures. 1 
thought that we might pass to General Overstraeten the Note which 
was to have been handed to M. de Samblanx, in the hopes that, by 
so doing, we might lead up to direct contact between the 
appropriate authorities in the two countries. The Foreign 
Office have now informed me that they see no objection to such 
action, provided you give your approval. They would, of course, 
have to obtain the concurrence of our Ambassador that it would be 
wise at the present time to make this approach. 

4. I do not think that the reasons which led the War 
Cabinet to veto an approach to the Belgian Government on this 
subject in January would hold good now, especially as the 
approach is through an informal military channel, and is worded 
in such a way as to bring out the hypothetical nature of the 
situation which we wish to discuss. I suggest, therefore, that 
you could safely give your approval to the proposed action. 

5. There does not appear to be any hope of making 
progress with the Dutch. 

(Sgd.) K.I.C. JACOB. 



16th March, 1940,. 

Colonel Jacob. 

I concur that the Ambassador should be sounded and that, 
if he agrees, he should authorise the Military Attache to make an 
approach, using your Note as an Aide-Meraoire. 



18th March. 1Q40 



(Intld.) H. 



COPY "IP 

SECRET . 

It is realised that, in the event of a German invasion 
of Belgium, there will be a great number of assets which the 
Belgian Government would be anxious to save from the hands of 
the Germans. Many of these are situated In those regions near 
the German frontier, which are in advance of, or very close to 
the main line of Belgian defences, and must therefore be dealt 
with, even though there Is every reason to suppose that these 
defences will not be penetrated. Others are situated in parts 
of Belgium comparatively remote from the Eastern frontier. 
Nevertheless, the Belgian Government will no doubt have found it 
necessary to make plans for their disposal. These plans will 
no doubt include the demolition of those important installations 
which cannot be removed, but which might, in the worst case, fall 
Into the hands of the enemy. 

2. The British authorities are anxious to render such 
assistance as is within their power to the Belgian authorities 
in dealing with these matters, should the Belgian authorities 
desire it. It is essential for real success that plans should 
be co-ordinated beforehand. For this reason, the British 
authorities are anxious to hear whether their assistance would 
be welcomed, and, if so, whether the appropriate authorities in 
the two countries could be placed in communication. Some notes 
on the various aspects of the question are attached. 






APPENDIX. 




The main questions to be dealt with are as 



follows :- 




j n certaln . reglons , a s 
crrts:- 



Machine Tools 
Barges 

Power Stations 
Skilled Labour. 




Oil 

Dock and Harbour facilities 
Shipping 

Aircraft and Aerodrome facilities 
Items under A in other parts of 
Belgium. 



2. To the above, British assistance might be rendered 

in the following ways:- 

(i) Control and reception of shipping leaving 
Belgian ports, and carrying cargoes of 
valuable assets or personnel. 

For the efficient control of this shipping, 
it would, when the emergency arises, be 
desirable to attach a representative of 
Belgian shipping to the British Port and 
Transit Committee in the Ministry of Transport. 
This representative, who should be fullv 
conversant with Belgian shipping affairs, 
woul-' form the link betveen the control of 
in-coming shipping in London, and the Belgian 
ports. It would be a great advantage if the 
representative could be designated in Edvence. 
and could make unofficial contact with the 
British authorities concerned. 

(ii) Disposal of civil aircraft, aerodrome facilities 
etc. from areas rendered unsafe by their 
proximity to the German frontier. 

(ill) The reception of skilled personnel of all kinds. 

(iv) The preparation of plans for demolition 
of dock and harbour facilities, etc. and 
assistance with personnel, if, in the last 
resort, such action became necessary. 



i [ 



18th larch, 1940. 



You any remember that a few months ago we went 
Into the question of what could be done to reduce the 
amount of loot which the Germans would obtain In the event 
of an Invasion of Belgium or Holland, or both. 

We sought to reduce the amount by the following 

■ea surest- 

(a) Its removal In time of peace. 

(b) Plana for Its removal or destruction In 

en emergency. 

With the approach of spring I suppose a German 
aggression comes into the picture onco more, and in 
connection with the fcbove I have been Tondoring whether 
your Departmant would have any further suggestions to make 
In the light of war experience. 

For lnstanco, are there large stocks of wool or 
cotton in Belgium or Holland that we ought to try and get 
reduced in normal times or In respeot of which we ought to 
make emergency arrangements? 



Ronald H. Cross, Esq., M.P. 



1**., 

D R/^F T . 





- S E C R E T- 



Reference No. S 50/7 . 



March, 1940. 



You v.ill recall that, in October last, I 
was charged by the War Cabinet with the duty of 
concerting the measures which should be taken by 
the various Government Departments to give effect 
to the recommendations of the Chiefs of Staff in 
their Memorandum (W.P.(39) 72), on the prevention 
of resources of all kinds from falling into the 
hands of the Germans, should they Invade Holland or 
Belgium. A good deal of progress has been made since 
then, and a number of plans are in existence to be 
put into effect when the emergency arises. There 
is one aspect of the problem, however, which, as far 
as I am aware, has not been given consideration. 

2. I have been very much impressed with the 
benefits which have been secured by Germany as a 
result of the capture by them of Czechoslovak and 
Polish war material. Not only have they been able to 
use this material to make favourable bargains v,ith 
neutral countries, such as Roumania, by exchanging it 
for commodities which they badly need, but they 
have also, I believe, equipped a considerable number 
of their own formations with captured guns and 
ammunition. The Germans might well hope to gain 
similar advantages from a rapid invasion of the Low 
Countries. 



-1- 



J. To consider first the case of Belgium. 
There is clearly nothing we can do to ensure the 
safety of arms and equipment in the hands of the 
Belgian army, but there must be considerable 
reserves of weapons, ammunition, and equipment 
held in magazines and arsenals, and something might 
bn done to assist in the removal or destruction 
of these if the need arose. If they could be got 
safely away, they would not only be saved frees the 
Germans, but would be of great value for the 
subsequent maintenance of the Belgian army. 
Certain items of equipment, such as Boforr guns, 
would be of great value to ourselves. 

4. It seems to me that the first step is to 
ascertain, if it is not already knov.n, v.hrt 
reserves the Belgian army holds, and where they 
are located. It might then be advisable to consult 
the French military authorities, and see whether a 
plan could be concerted between the French and 
British Commanders-in-Chief for action when the time 
comes. I rather doubt whether this is a natter on 
which an <;oroach to ihe Belgian Government would 
be possible, but I nevertheless feel that, if we 
:.xke 2 study of the problem in advance, there rill 
be more chance of effective cction being taken in 
the end. 

5- Holland presents rather a different problem, 
in that direct access by French or British forces 
is unlikely. I in-.agine that the Dutch reserves 
would mostly be held in "Fortress Hoi' and", and 
some might be at the principal ports. Considerable 

-2- 



quantities might even be held on barges. If 
Hoi and is invaded, we shall hope to get away 
from the ports a considerable SuSaStty of 
shipping, and it might prove possible to load 
up and remove a proportion, at any rate, of war 
equipuent. This may be an optimistic view, 
and we shall be unable to play much part ourselves 
at the time, but I feel that no harm v.ould be done 
if we gathered a* much Information on the subject 
as possible, and then considered the possibilities 
of taking action. 

6. I would be very interested to hear ycvr 
vjgtt c on thie^ aextet^ anri tn ietieft - whether you 
consider anything useful could be arranged. 



General Sir IV. Edinund Ironside, 
G.C.D., C.M.G., B.S.O. 
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19th March, 1940. 



You will recall the t, lr. October last, 1 
was charged by the War Cebinet with the duty of concerting 
the measure* which should be token by the various 
Government Departments to give effect to the recommendations 
of the Chief b of Staff in their Memorandum (W.P.(J9) 72), on 
the prfcvcntion of resources of 8ll kinds from falling Into 
the hands of tho 3ermaas, should they invade Holland or 
Belgium. A good .leal of progress has been m*de .^ince then # 
and t number of plana are in axlatonc* to be put into effect 
Shun :he emergency erlass, Sh**s in one aspect of the 
problem, however, which, far *3 I am awara, has rot been 
-riven consideration. 

2. I have bora vary much liap-esaed with the benefits 

which hftve been secured by OfrSMlBf as a result of the 
capture by them of Cxecho-Slovak and Polish war material* 
Mot only have they been able to uae this material to make 
favours hie bargains with neutral countries, cuoh as 



General Sir Edmund Ironside, O.C.B., 
C.M.O,,n.P.O, 



Rou*anla f by exchanging It for OMOfifftftn which they ' 
toadly need, but they have also, I bellavr, quipped a 
eo* Parable nuaber of their o^n function* with captured 
gun* «ad areBunltlon. The Gansaas Bight (MAI hope to gala 
slrallar advantages froa a rapid -taw Ion Of the ton 
Countries, 

?. To consider ftrst the c*b* of Belglueu There is 

clearly nothing we can rio to emure the m f ty of arms and 
e-utpiaent In the hen' 1 " of the R-IfUn *rray # but there aust 
be conri^erchlc reserves of werponr, sjniiunltlon, and 
tcmpiion* Held in as ge sines and araanala, and soaethlmg 
night be 'oae to assist In the r now: or das t ruction of 
these if the read ?rere. If they could be got safely a^y, 
thrr maid net only br navod fr^-n the Gsaeafis, but would be 
of great value for the subae'.nert Irt.cv nr* of the 
Balglcn nrny . 'Sort- In Iteits of culpa^t, mob aa Bofors 
■nina, mold b» or .-rent value to ouraslvea« 
4. It seemr to ac tr- t the first *t«* 1b to 

ascertain, if it tr ret, already knona, what raearves the 
Belgian aray holds, and share they .-.re laaatad. It 
then be "dvlsrbl* In eouitult the French military 
authorities, and see whether a plan could be concerted 
between the French end British Cownandern-ln-Chlof for 

action 



action *ken thi tlaea comas. I r*ther loubt n&otttt* this Is 
• .* : Uer on vhLch sn splotch ttt Belgian Government 
vould bo possible, Nit I neverthc-lcr-r fesl th.« t, If «* 
nrlce b study Of th* profilers J.r. n 'wnc?, th?re win be more 
ehence of effective notion beln;- taken in the end. 
5* Hollr.nd presents rather e different problem, In 

that direct access by French or British forces is unlikely. 
I imrgine fchfit the Hutch reserves vottld sos'ly be held in 
"Fortress Holland t " in* saps: Right be it the principal 
ports. Consf.deri.bl* quantities sii-ht even be held on 
btrgee. If Koll.tr.rt Is tnvsdM, m sh»ll hope to get away 
fror,-. tfce ports e consldorsbls mount or shipping, end it 
ninh'; prove possible to loed up ftnd resBJVO r. proportion, at 
sr.y r?te, of war* ot»nlpnpr.t. Thio nay be an ovttalstlc 
view. Bud wo shall bo unable to piny ranch pert ourselves 
et th?- time, but I feel tfcfet no here would be done if we 
gathered »s such inforo&tion or the subject aa possible, 
and then considered the posribilitirr of taking action. 
6. I -sould be very inte-rertr-d to hear whetVer you 

Consider anything useful could be arranged. 



(Sgd.) HANKER 
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Lauy think:: for your letter (M.I.Inf.?08) of 
Aprii 1940 about the B-rrrncemT.tr to prevent w.r atfMWM 
til Belf^um or Holies* felling Into the herds of the Geramns 
in the event of • rapid inveaion of the to- Countries. 

I entif itf cgree wits your proposfl tact the 
matter should tie dircussed through the Milltery 
representatives, fCnB would he ^;lvd If you r oul ntk thea 
to start conversations. 



General ?lr ?A>*m«. Iron- We, G.C.B, ,C.i5.C.,r-.E.O 





SECR.-'l 1 . 



5th April, 1920. 



I>ear Jacob, 

SHe propose! of the C.I.c.fi. lr. bis l..ttrr, of 
which I -r.close c copy. Is ro sensible tod obvious that I 
did not think It neceewy to conrult you before t ■rreeine 
to It. 

Aeeordlnrljr I only -end the letters for inform,- ti 



Yours sincerely. 



Lieutenant-Colonel S.I.C. Joeob. R«E 
Offices of the *>r Otfaftftftt. 




SACHET anH PI^ONAI, . 

15th April, 1940. 

I an dropping a line privately to you as en old 
friend to ask that. If and when the flag falls on the 
Dutch frontier, you will not overlook the plan? we have 
made for trying to secure that the Germans do not, In the 
event of success, get more loot then need be In Holland. 
Oil is especially important. The Oeratns have secured 
200,000 tons in Denrntrk and perhaps another 100,000 tons at 
Oslo, as well as a certain acount at Trondhjeca and 
Stavsngor which they esraot hcoe to get sway. We do not 
war.t them to get a lot more In Hollnnd. 

The Bosch have also isost likely acquired between 
twenty and thirty million pounds In gold between Denmark and 
Norway, though there t»re rumours thct the Norwegians got 
some of It sway. I suspect, however, that the Dutch are 
pretty well on their toes in this matter. 

I do not think that our plans involve very much 
work on your part. It is Just a matter of giving the 
Dutch Government the right kick at the right oonent and in 




8ir Revile Blend, K.C.7.O., C.M.O. 



the right place. I expect moat of it will foil on your 
staff but If the Chief is Interested it make*: ill the 
difference. 

I hope you will rot ailnci me tfvlttag you • privote 
line: I 014 not rent tc worry you officially at the 
present tlae then you t>re so deluger vrith official 
tele?ra'/iS. 

I in glsr' you are where you *re, though possibly 
yen sey not think it the most selubrious or £ttr;ctlve 
post in the wcrltff But it mu>t h? v!?ry irtercrtlTig. 

Jr.yhOT, r rlah you the host of luck. 

(Sgd.) HANKEY. 



/ 

l^th April, 1940. 

I am dropping a line privately to you a a an old 
friend to ask that, ir and when the flag fells on the 
Belgian frontier, you will not overlook the plans we hare 
nade for trying to secure that the Germans do not, in the 
erent of success, get more loot than need be in Belgium. 
Oil is especially important. The Germans have secured 
200,000 tons in Denmark and perhaps another 100,000 tons at 
Oslo, as well as e certain amount at Trondhjem and 
Stavenger which they cannot hope to get away. We do not 
want them to get a lot more In Belgium. 

The Bosch have also most likely acquired between 
twenty and thirty million pounds in gold betweer. Denmark and 
Norway, though there are rumours that the Norwegians got 
some of it away. I suspect, however, that the Belgians 
•re pretty well on their toes in this matter. 

I do not think that our plans involve very much 
work on your part. It is Just a matter of giving the 
Belgian Government the right kick at the right moment and 

In 

Bis Excellency 

Sir Lancelot Oiiphant, X.C.M.O., C.B. 



s*3 

in the right pl«ce. I expect aost of it will fall on 
your staff, but if the Chief is interested it raaltes ell 
the difference. 

T hope you will not Bind ao writing you a 
private line: I did not want to worry you officially at 
the present tiae when you are so deluged with official 
telegrfeas. 

I ara glad you are where you are, though possibly 
you may not thinfc it the aost salubrious or attractive 
post in the world] But it aust be very interesting. 

Anyhow, I wish you the best of luck. 




Mr. Strang of the Foreign Office rang ne up 
this morning and tjaid that the E.E.O. had drawn 
attention to the necessity for preventing wireless 
transmitters in Holland frcm falling intact into 
the hands of the Germans if an invasion should 
take place. 

The destruction of broadcasting stations seems 
to hnvo "been overlooked among the various items 
with which we dealt and I asked Mr. Strang whether 
he could find out where the transmitters were. 
In reply he told me that they were not in places to 
which the small parties we should he landing 
would he able to gain access and that, in 
consequence, apart fvra tombing from the air, which 
might be done at a later stage, there did not 
appear to be anything we could do beyond warning 
our Minister at the Hague to include wireless 
broadcasting stations on. the list of those 
resources which, in emergency, he would urge the 
Dutch Government to deal with. 



Mr. Strang is taking this action. 

As regards Belgium, our Ambassador will also 
be warned. If, however, our advance into Belgium 
progresses satisfactorily we should succeed in 
occupying Brujsell/B where the main broadcasting 
station is situated. 




20th April. 1940 . 
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Certainly a*n cannot h-lp th M « neutrals against the 
Oersans If they will not help fcheaa aires. 

Your.* ever. 



(Sgd.) HANKEY. 



Sir NHvile Bland 
British 



, K«C.T.O.,C.M.G.. 



Legation, 
The Hague. 




mam um> 

> 



Many thinks for your minute about Including 
wireless transmitters among the loot *e wish to 

avoid falling Into Oarrsan herds in the event of an 
invasion of Belgium or Holland. 

I gather that all the necessary action is b«ing 
taken by th*> Foreign Office. 

^e ou^ht to include it in our list next time 
there is a revise. You aey like to see th-- enclosed 
correspondence I have had with Bir Nevlle Blend f our 
Minister at th* Hagu*, Kin'ly return it when read. I 
also mrote to Bir Lancelot Oliphant but have not yet 
received his reply. 

(Sgd.) HANKEY. 



TREASURY CH/MBBR6, 

?l5id April, 1940 




BRITISH EMBASSY, 
BRUSSELS. 



24 April, 1940. 

Many thanks for your letter of April 16 Seoret and 
Personal regarding the plans that have been made with a 
view to ensuring that the Germans are deprived of as 
much loot as possible in the event of an attack on this 
country . 

2. Let me say at once that no opportunity has been 
lost by members of the staff of the Bmbaasy in conversa- 
tions with industrialists, bankers and officials to urge 
the importance of precautionary meaaures being taken. 
Though considerable quantities of contraband raw 
materials remain in the exposed areas, it is common know- 
ledge that a large amount of wool, cotton and various 
metals has been removed to what may be considered as 
relatively safe areas. 

3. As regards gold reserves, I do not think we need 
entertain any very serious misgivings, since so long ago 
as October last precautionary measures had been taken 
and the bulk of the gold suppliaa had been removed 
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to England, New York and poaalbly Canada. What remains in 
this country i a , I am told, kept in a aafe zone, probably 
in the neighbourhood of Brugea or Oetend. I ahall of 
courae loae no opportunity which private converaationa 
may afford to press upon leading bankers, industrialiata and 
politicians the vital importance of having all gold BtookB 
and negotiable securities etc. kept in a safe zone or trans- 
ferred abroad. 

4. In so far as oil is concerned, the present stocks 
are believed to be in the neighbourhood of 300,000 tons 
which we are about to reduce to some 180,000 tons or say 
three months requirements. I am causing enquiries to be 
made regarding the main storage zones of this oil, the bulk 
of which I understand is at Antwerp. There seems to be 
little doubt that the Belgians, who have had ample time to 
make their plans, are fully alive to the danger of oil 
stocks falling into German hands and that they have plans of 
their own for destroying such stocks should the danger of the J 
falling into enemy possession become imminent. 

5./ 
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6. If, ae may well be the case in the absence of 
effective allied support on the Albert Canal and Meuse 
LineB, a large area of ilaatern Belgium including those 
zones in which sections of the wool, engineering and leather 
trades are concentrated fall into enemy hands, there is 
no doubt I fear that considerable stocks, small though 
they may be in relation to German requirements, of 
important raw materials will fall to the enemy. But you 
may rest assured that we will do what we can here to impress 
upon the authorities the importance of removing as much 
as possible of them into the Bafe zones before it is 
too late. 




fiSGBEX. 1st May, 1940. 

My dear Jtcob, 

I enclose correspondence -vith Sir Lancelot Ollphart; 
our .Ambassador in Brussels about our plans re Belgium. On 
the *hole his letter Is rather reinsuring. Pl-cse return 
Ollphant's letter *hlch I send In the original. 



\ 



Lieut-Colonel E.I.C. Jacob, R.I.. 
Offices of the War Cabinet. 



COPY . 
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TREASURE OfiAKBERS, 
S.W.I. 

1st May, 1940. 



I am much obliged for your letter of the 
?&th April aoout plana for certain eventualities, I em 
also rather reassured. The more so because I realise how 
completely you have -rippeo &< ifea ss I toe" you -ould. 




His Excellency 

Sir Lancelot Oliphant, K.C.M.U. ,C.ii. 



Personal & Sec 




BRITISH EMBASSY, / 

JRUSS&LS. 

WAV dt^T 9h^uO<^. 2n ^y, 194 0. 

In paragraph 4 of ny latter of April 24 I referred 
to the question of oil stocks in Belgium and expressed the 
opinion that there was little doubt that the Belgians 
thenselves were fully alive to the danger of these stocks 
falling into German hands and that they had plans of their 
own for destroying them in case of need. 
8. We have now received ample confirmation of the fact 
that the Belgians do not intend to be caught napping. You 
will see from the enclosed memorandum reporting the recent 
discussions on the subject which took place in Paris 
between ourselves, the French and the Belgians, that the 
Belgian spokesmen declared that "the Belgians were 
absolutely determined that if and when Belgium was invaded 
their oil should not fall into German hands." In the 
circumstances we can, I think, set our minds at ease. 
3. I am happy to add that since writing my letter of 
April 24 I have received further confirmation of the 
fact that large stocks of raw materials notably wool and 
cotton have been removed to Flanders. 




fiffx. 2fcfc 

WT M^BIXW? EMIfl jji 1^-80 

At the meeting on Thursday morning M. Suetens 
informed the Delegations that he had been instructed to 
raise the question of mineral oils, although it was not 
on the agenda. 

The Belgian Government had been tree euu by 
our telegram announcing that we were going to cut off 
fill supplies until Belgian stocks were redueed by half 
and - here* of course, we expected a very strong protest 
against our flagrant breach of the War Trade and 
Lubrioetin*, Oils Agreements, or at least a dignified 
expression of regret that we had not thought fit to 
oiBcuss the matter before taking such drastic action; 
»-nd it would not have been too easy to meet such charges. 
Not at all. U* Buetens merely went on to Bay that the 
Belgian Government were senLing a apccial represent*, zive 
to Parts to lay certain conBlueratlons before us. 

The Belgian representative turned out to be 
a Major in the Engineers - a fut-faced man in the 
peculiarly monstrous shade of khaki which the Belgians 
affect, he could not have made a mo.e favourable impression. 
The suspicious and far from Belgophil French delegates Baid 
afterwards that they were quite convinced the Major was 
telling the whole truth and conceuling nothing. They 
themselves were ready to accept his facts and figures 
without further discussion. Unfortunately they were obliged 
to refer to M. Pineau tnd what view he would take was 
unpredictable. 

The Major began by saying that the Belgians 
fully understood the cielike felt by the allies to stocks 
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of mineral oils falling into German handB: did the 
Allies understand that the Belgians woulu dlalike it 
even more? The Allies were no doubt excellent JudgeB 
of the stocks of oil in Belgium end what could or ohould 
be done to protect them: was it not arguable that the 
Belgians were even better Judges, since they were in full 
possession of the factB while the allies could only guess 
and estimate? 



if and when Belgium was invaded, their oil should not fall 
into German hands. They hod therefore placed more than 
half their stocks west of the Ohent-Terneuzen Oanal.i.e. 
in the part of Belgium furthest from Germany and nearest 
to France, und had concealed them undergound. They had 
reduced stocks In the east of Belgium, even in e centre 
such as Liege, to the bare anountB necessary for daily 
consumption* AB regards Antwerp they had arranged either 
to pump oil into the river, or to drain it into trenches, 
or to flood the heavy oils with light oils end set fire 
to the mixture. 

The Allies estimated Belgian BtookB, exclusive 
of luboile, at 300,000 tons. The Major did not know how 
t' : ic figure had been reached but it wbb wrong by no lesB than 
70,000 tona. The total Btocks in Belgium, including all 
Government reserves etc., etc., were as follows on the 
raorningNsf April 17th. 

Crude 16, too tons 



The Belgians were absolutely determined that 



Petrol (Essence d'auto and 

aviation spirit) 

Kerosene (Petrole lajiiyant) 



113,900 tons. 



6,600 



Gas oil 



64,850 



Fuel oil 



19,550 



DieBel (marine) oil 



19,260 



say 



229,060 
230,000 tons 



*>0 



The Belgian General staff had made the moat elaborate 
calculations of the amounts required per month in peace 
time and in war time, with the following re B ulte: 

Peace Time far Time 

Petrol 36,000 tons 45,000 tonB 

Aviation Spirit - 4,000 " 

:.eroaene 3,000 " 3,000 " 

Gas oil 13,000 w 15,000 " 

Fuel oil 2,500 " 2,5U) M 

Diesel purine) oil 7.u00 " 7.000 " 

60,500 70,500 



i.e. for 3 months 181,500 tone 22U,500 tons 

The Major then turned to lubricating oils. 
The Belgians have, since the Luboil Agrteinenw oumi into 
force, reduced their stockB frou 60,000 to 47,860 tono. 
They estimate their monthly requlreiuentB in peace or war 
at 7,u00 tons. The legal reserve, which tie coi vanlee are 
forced to keep in hand, is 17,5Gu tons. Three months 
requirements therefore amount to 81,000 tonB plus 17,500 tone or 
38,600 tonB. if m reduced their maximum stocks of luboils 
to 35,0U0 tons it woulu mean that they would bu able to 
export hardly any at all. The Parflnol factory, where most 
of the luboil is handled, is west of the Ghtnt-Teniuuiien 
Canal, ana stocks at Antwerp will never exceed a maximum of 
15-20,000 tons at one time. 

The British were holding up the s.b. Alexandre 
Henri wiili l,OOo tone of bullae visqueuseB, with the 
result that the Purfinol faotory had now Bto.ped work. 

Neither the Major nor M. Duetens contested our 
right to hold up oil, nor did they protest or plead for 
mercy, etc, etc. They contented themselves with the 

above/ 



above statement of faot and asked that the • Alii 9s should 
(jive it irimediate consideration. 

In ray report on the nesting in Paris I am , 
calling attention to the ff.ct that the 3elglnns have 
abandoned nil pretence of being really neutral. They say 
they are straining the interpretation of the War Trad© 
Agreement in every direction so aa to help us. 'Jhey only 
want to bu told what, where and why we have suspicions or 
complaints and they will do their utmost to put tilings 
right. Personally I have little doubt that ws could safely 
agree to their suggestion of 

230,000 ton3 stock of oils other than lubotlB 
50,300 tons of lubolis. 



(fid) O.H. vilAI JS8 
22/4/40. 




Very many thanks Indeed for your reassuring Lett* 
of the 2nd May about oil Btooks in Belgium, with the 
interesting and even amusing account of a meeting of the 
Anglo-French-Belgian Mixed Contniasion in Paris, April 
17-20. 

I was also glad to hear about the removal of 
stocks of raw materials to Flandera. 



Hi b Excellency 

Sir Lancelot Oliphant, K.C.H.O. ,C.B. . 
British Embassy, 
Brussels* 




I think you will be interested in the enclosed 
letter I have received from air Lancelot Oliphant, which 
seems to Indicate that the Belgians are taking seriously 
the danger of stocks of oil and other raw materials 
falling into German hands in the event of an invasion. 



Ronald II. Cross, Ssq. ,M.P 



S ■ LG-IUM . 




7th May, 19U0. 



Vy dear Jacob, 

I enclOBe a copy of a further letter and 
enclosure I have received from Sir Lancelot Oliphant on 
the subject of oil Btocks In Belgium, which is rather 
reassuring in character together with my reply. 



I wonder whether it would be worth while giving 



the Cabinet a short further note on this question. It 
looks as if the Belgians and perhaps even the Dutch ore 
beginning to take the matter seriously. 



Yours ever, 



Lieutr^olonel K.I.C. Jacob, R.E., 
0FFICB8 OF TIK WAR CABINET. 



V 



Ref: S 50/7 . 



LORD HANKEY . 



I have kept for our files the copy of 
the letter from Sir Lancelot Oliphant and the 
Memorandum which he enclosed. 

2. I am inclined to doubt whether there is 
really much new material which could form the 
subject of a Note to the War Cabinet. As 
regards Holland, although we have some reason to 
think that they have made plans to deal with their 
stocks of oil, etc., we have nothing sufficiently 
definite to affect the operations which we have 
planned, and which remain the same as they have 
always been. Belgium is a different problem, 
for two reasons. First, because we sincerely 
hope to be able to hold that part of the country 
in which are situated such assets as we could in 
any case rescue or destroy. Secondly, the Belgian 
Government and people are much more resolute than 
the Dutch, and more likely to have made and to 
carry out effective plans; but nevertheless we 
have so far completely failed to make official 
contact on these matters, and nothing has come of 
our unofficial attempts. Our plans, and those 
of the French, remain as originally prepared. 
There is therefore very little definite information 
which we can tell the War Cabinet. 

5. If, however, you wish a Note prepared, I 
will make a draft for your approval. 



7TH Miy 3-94Q. 
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MINISTRY OF ECONOMIC WARFARE, 1 
BERKELEY SQUARE. HOUSE, 

*KELEY SQUARE, 
■ / W.I. 

8th May, 19U0. 

Many thanks for your letter 
enclosing a report on Belgian attitude with 
regard to their oil Btocks. Yoursending 
of this report to me was more fortunate than 
you could have guessed. It was in fact drawn 
up "by my Department, but for some reason it 
never reached me. 

I was extremely interested to 

read it. 




The Rt. Hon. 

The Lord Hankey, 



G.G.B., G.C.M.G., G.C.V.O. 



